Doc Note

Did Jesus suffer in hell?

This is a question that comes up often because well meaning Christians simply misunderstand the scriptures.  It is our hope here that a simple explanation of the original languages of the Bible will clear this issue up for you.

Did Jesus go to hell between His death on Good Friday and His resurrection on Easter Sunday? The Apostles' Creed states that Jesus, "was crucified, dead, and buried.  He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead."  The Athanasian Creed, speaking of Jesus, asserts, "Who suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose again the third day from the dead."  Therefore, two of the three great ancient creeds affirm that Jesus "descended into hell" sometime between His crucifixion and resurrection.  Some misunderstand this to mean Jesus suffered in hell on our behalf because of the creeds.  However, it is vital that we understand what the writers of these creeds understood about the Bible. 

The short answer to this question is: "No.  Jesus did not suffer in hell after His crucifixion."  We know this because we the language used by the biblical authors were more accurate than the words used in our English Bibles.  There are two Greek words for the abode of the dead.  (Greek is the language in which the New Testament of the Bible was originally written.)  Hell (Geenna in Greek, also called the lake of fire and the eternal fire) was made for the Devil and his minions (Matthew 25:41) and will be occupied by all the unrighteous after the last judgment (Revelation 19:20-21 and 20:10-15).  There is no biblical evidence that anyone has gone there or will go there until after Jesus' Second Coming (Revelation 19:11-16).  This includes Jesus Himself. 

The other Greek word is Hadas (from which we get the English word Hades).  This is the region of the dead.  Before Jesus' ascension, the spirits of all people went to Hades.  Now that Jesus has ascended to heaven, only the spirits of unbelievers go to Hades  Now the spirits of every believer goes directly to be with the Lord in heaven (2 Corinthians 5:1-8).  
It is into this region, Hades, that Jesus entered after His crucifixion (Acts 2:25-31 in which Peter quotes from Psalm 16:9-10).  Ephesians 4:8-10 says that Jesus "had descended into the lower parts of the earth."  This refers to Jesus' visit to Hades before His ascension.  Romans 10:7 refers to Jesus in "the abyss" while He was among the dead.  After the final judgment, Hades will be cast into Hell (Revelation 20:14).  Therefore, the longer answer is: "Yes, Jesus descended into Hades but not into Hell."
The next question one asks should be, “Why did Jesus descend into Hades at all?”  Ephesians 4:8-10 provide the answer for us.  Jesus descended into Hades to lead the righteous dead (those who died looking forward to God’s salvation) into heaven.  

