DOC NOTE

Why Should I Be Water Baptized?

What Is Baptism?

The word “baptism” occurs one hundred sixteen times in the New Testament.  Baptizo is the Greek word that means, “to dip or to immerse or to destroy.”  Here’s the picture.  If a ship sinks in water, is immersed with water, it is destroyed.  Baptism than is an outward sign that what used to control us has been immersed and destroyed by God through salvation in Jesus.
How Should I be Baptized?

In some cases (those bed ridden for example) sprinkling is appropriate.  However, the general mode of baptism is total immersion in water.  Consider what Matthew 3:16 says, “After Jesus was baptized, just as he was coming up out of the water….”  Another passage is Acts 8:36: “And the eunuch said to Philip, ‘Look, there is water! What is to stop me from being baptized?’ So, he ordered the chariot to stop, and both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. Now when they came up out of the water….” In this case, again, water is involved. Consider also John 3:23, “John was also baptizing at Aenon near Salim because water was plentiful there ….” Why would he need plenty of water if he were sprinkling or pouring? 
Why Should I be Baptized?

Those who’ve given their lives to Christ should be baptized for a few reasons.

1. Water baptism is an outward sign of an inward change.  Romans 6:3-8 shows us that water baptism is a sign to the world that we have died to our old life and are living a new one.  We see the same teaching in Matthew 28:19, Galatians 3:7, and Colossians 2:13.  One being baptized physically enters the water dry and leaves wet.  This is an outward sign that we have spiritually died to our old lives and are now alive in Jesus.  It is similar to a wedding ring in that a married person doesn’t have to wear a ring to be married.  However, wearing the ring is a physical sign of their union with their spouse.
2. Water baptism is a sign to God that you are ready to obey Him.  Notice that we are commanded to baptize new converts (Matthew 18:19).  Notice that new converts are commanded to be baptized (Romans 6:3-8; Galatians 3:7; Colossians 2:13).  It is foolish to declare that you are a follower of Christ while refusing to follow His first command to you.
3. Water baptism is an open door to blessings in your life.  There is a simple principle that runs through the pages of the Bible from beginning to end.  It is this: “God blesses the obedient.”  It is just that simple!  God longs to bless His children with every good and perfect gift.  God is a giving Father.  However, if we willfully disobey His commands (including water baptism) we have chosen to close off our lives from blessings that would have come as a result of our obedience.
