Two Genealogies of Jesus


Matthew traces the genealogy of Jesus from Abraham, the father of the Jewish nation, through David, the King of Judah to whom God made the Davidic covenant.  This shows Jesus in the line of Abraham and David, but Matthew does not say that Jesus is the actual son of Joseph-only that he is in the Messianic line through Joseph.  By implication, he is the legal son of Joseph by adoption.  Actually, in Matthew 1:16 he said, "and to Jacob was born Joseph the husband of Mary, by whom (in the Greek text, the pronoun "whom" is feminine and refers only to Mary) was born Jesus, who is called Christ (the Messiah)." 

Luke traces the lineage of Jesus from Adam to Mary through Nathan (see Luke 3:31), not Solomon as with Joseph, to stress the true humanity of Jesus as the Son of Man, as One who can feel for our needs.  Mary too is in the Messianic line as a descendent of David and this makes Jesus the physical son of David and in the Messianic line.  Note that Luke starts the genealogy with these words, "And when He began His ministry, Jesus Himself was about thirty years of age, being supposedly the son of Joseph."  He then goes on to show that Jesus was the grandson of Eli through Mary.  Eli was Mary's father (Luke 3:23).
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