Hello,
Have you ever taken the time to read through a book of the Bible in one sitting?  I am sure you have.  Today during my prayer time I read through the book of 1 Samuel.  It is only 42 pages long in my Bible.  When you take the time to read through a book in one sitting you are able to grasp things you normally miss.  If you haven’t taken time to read through 1 Samuel in one sitting I strongly recommend it.

Most Christians are aware of Samuel and David.  Preachers talk about them all the time.  However, fewer of us are aware of Hannah and her intense struggle with Peninnah – the other wife of her husband, Elkanah.  Few of us realize the connection between what God did in a nation and the prayers of one lady who had no children.  Few of us realize the impact Hannah’s prayers to God had on the world even to this day!

Are you praying?  Are you asking God for miracles?  Are you seeking God’s favor at the risk of looking foolish before others?  If not, God may never transform your loved ones, friends, and neighbors through your prayers.  1 Samuel shows that Eli’s two sons went through the motions of being priests without having God’s favor on their lives because they did it out of habit rather than out of devotion to God.

However, God did honor Hannah’s prayer because it was sincere and heartfelt.  Do you still weep for the lost?  Do you still get up early or take your lunch hour to pray for the salvation of your family or friends?  Do you still go through the day asking God for someone to share you testimony with?  Are you still viewing yourself as a missionary to your family, friends, co-workers, neighbors, and contacts?
Dear saint let God use you this week to pray for the lost of our city.  Without God’s salvation the unsaved are doomed to a lifetime of futility and an eternity in hell.  The stakes are high!  Are you ready to pray, to give, to sacrifice, and to work so that our city might know the joy of salvation in this life and the life to come?

Strength and peace,

Pastor Steve
