Hello,

My beautiful wife told me about a 33-year-old woman who stole her daughter's identity to attend high school and join the cheerleading squad.  Wendy, of Green Bay, now faces felony identity theft charges because she enrolled in High School as her 15-year-old daughter.  The daughter lived out of state with her grandmother (I wonder why, he says sarcastically).
Wendy, it seems, attended cheerleading practices before school started, received a cheerleader's locker and went to a pool party at the cheerleading coach's house.  The whole thing started to fall apart when her $134.50 check given to the cheerleading coach for her uniform bounced.  She was arrested for identity theft and faces up to six years in prison!
We’ve all wish we could go back and do something over, or do something right, or not do something at all.  Everyone has regrets they wish could be changed.  Wendy’s experience just proves the fact that we can never go back.  This life is the only one we have this side of eternity.  It is foolish to spend this life on things that don’t truly matter – making more money than we really need, feeding our ego with just one more degree on the wall, putting off loving our spouse so we can nurse a grudge just one more day, waiting to tell our kids how proud we are of them, etc.
The Bible calls each of us to live this life to the fullest while keeping eternity in view.  Solomon sums it up well in Ecclesiastes 11:9, “Be happy, young man, while you are young, and let your heart give you joy in the days of your youth.  Follow the ways of your heart and whatever your eyes see, but know that for all these things God will bring you to judgment” and 12:13-14, “Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, 

for this is the whole [duty] of man.  For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing, whether it is good or evil.”  
Those who truly enjoy life do so by living with passion and letting those passions fall in line with what Jesus has for them.  Is it time for you to start living this life with passion again while you wait to spend eternity with your Maker?

Strength and peace,

Pastor Steve
