Hello,

One of my teenage son and my daughter and I all went to the grocery store together one evening last week.  My son, who has a great sense of humor and flare for the bizarre, chose to wear gloves to the store.  Picture this with me:  A six foot tall teenager, on a hot summer day, with surgical gloves on his hands, walking around the grocery store with his father and sister pretending nothing was odd.  This was nothing short of a recipe for stares, glares, and looks of concern from everyone who saw this spectacle.
We would pass a child with his/her parent and as they went by you could hear the child ask his/her parent, “What’s wrong with that guys?”  Adults would look at my son’s hands and then to me hoping for an explanation which never came.  When we finally got to the checkout counter the woman taking care of us couldn’t stay focused on ringing up the items, taking my money (which was ok of course), or giving me my change (not ok) because she kept looking at my son’s hands.
What was wrong with my son’s hands?  Nothing.  Why did everyone stare at him?  They stared because it is out of the ordinary to see an otherwise healthy teenager wearing surgical gloves to the grocery store.  Does this remind me of a spiritual principle?  You bet it does.

1 Samuel 16:7b says, “The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart."   I was struck by how many people looked at those gloves and saw nothing else.  They didn’t see my son’s heart, passion for life, gentle nature, or anything else about him.  All they could see was a pair of surgical gloves.

How often do we view people by their outward appearance?  Skin color, clothing choices, hair styles, tattoos, body jewelry, etc.  As followers of Jesus we should be asking God to help us see people the way He does – as His children or as people doomed.  I just wonder what would happen if we truly began to let God show us how He views our family members, co-workers, friends, and acquaintances.  

Strength and peace,

Pastor Steve
