Hello,
One of the great joys I have as a pastor is the opportunity to bring God’s word of hope to believers during some of the toughest times of their lives.  This includes the opportunity to share a few moments of hope and joy with Christians in the hospital.  Today my three children (Timothy, Matthew, and Rainbow) and I were able to go to the hospital together and visit Ruth Gwinn.  The last time that my three children could visit someone in the hospital together with me was when Kyle Russell was in the hospital (We had a blast with her.  She, like Ruth Gwinn, is such a wonderful person to be with).
There is a sense of well-being in knowing that your children love the people they attend church with.  It produces a great feeling to watch the next generation take so seriously their opportunity to remind those in the hospital that they are special to God and to us.  

Each of us is special to God and each of us has the opportunity to be gracious to others.  Some fail to truly enjoy the Christian life because they are so focused on their own needs that they can’t see the opportunity to focus on the needs of others.  The Bible is quite clear in its mandate that “a person who has friends MUST himself be friendly” (Proverbs 18:24).  If you are feeling a little bit separated from people today it might be because you have started looking at people as a resource to meet your needs rather than looking at people you could show God’s love.

Strength and peace,

Pastor Steve

