Hello,
Today I was visiting people in two different ICU units of two different hospitals in the Metro area.  As you can imagine both of these situations were extremely serious and the families were very focused on the events unfolding before their eyes.  As I spoke with the families of both these men and prayed with them I was reminded again of the privilege and responsibility God has given to pastors.

Pastors are constantly invited into situations normally saved for immediate family members.  We’re invited into situations, and given details, reserved for only the closet of friends.  We’re called upon to bring the hope and grace of God into desperate situations on behalf of Christ Himself.  We’re called upon to provide comfort and a renewed focus on the reality of God’s presence in a person’s “valley of the shadow of death.”  In short, we’re called upon to “be pastors.”

Pastor is both a job and a position.  The job side of a pastor isn’t so hard to see: preaching, praying, studying, helping, counseling, protecting the church, etc.  However, it is in the tough times, like these ICU unit situation, that the position of a pastor is clearly seen.  In cases like that a pastor’s position as the representative of everything Christ has done and promised to do is more clearly seen.  It is in moments like this that the pastor’s position is able to focus the attention of the hurting onto the Healer – Jesus Christ. 

I am grateful to God for making me a pastor and thankful to everyone who counts me as their pastor.  This week remember that God loves you very much and that I am proud to be your pastor.

Pastor Steve
