Hello,
One of my favorite methods of cooking just about anything is the crock-pot (also known as a “slow cooker”).  The crock-pot is one of my personal favorites for several reasons.  First, it just plain simple.  Every crock-pot we’ve ever owned has only four settings – off, warm, low, and high.  It doesn’t get any simpler than that.  Ours came with booklet telling what temperature “warm”, “low”, and “high” are but I threw that out with the box when we first bought it years ago (it’s a guy thing).

I also love the crock-pot because you can cook anything in it.  You can cook a roast, chicken, soups, chili, spaghetti (its true), pork, and the list goes on and on.  With just a little preparation all these can be cooked with little or no hassle at all.

A third reason that I love our crock-pot is that it is almost fail proof.  I say “almost” because once I had a great meal put into the crock, set the temperature to “low” (whatever temperature that is), and took off.  All day long my mind kept imagining how great that meal was going to be.  I was looking forward to sitting at the table with the family and enjoying a great dinner that was being cooked while I was away.  What a bummer it was to come home and find out that I had forgotten to plug it in.
By now you have probably already thought ahead to discover the spiritual truth I think of when I look at our faithful, and well used, crock-pot.  If you haven’t, here it is – Our crock-pot reminds me of how the Bible works.
First, the Bible is really simple to use.  All you have to do is open it up and start reading.  You can use the “warm” setting by just opening it up and reading a few verses at random.  You can use the “low” setting by reading your favorite book of the Bible.  You can use the “high” setting by digging into each book of the Bible and putting it together with the other books of the Bible

Second, the Bible is for everyone.  Just like a crock-pot can cook anything, the Bible is for everyone.  Doctors, plumbers, bikers, surfers, kids, teenagers, men, women, whoever can open the Bible and be transformed from what they are into someone they couldn’t have become without being “cooked” by it.
Third, the Bible is almost fail proof.  The Bible is almost fail proof because it can’t work on us until we “plug it in” by opening it up and reading it.  Having a crock-pot unplugged is as useless as having a Bible that is unopened.  

When is the last time you “plugged in” the Bible and let it transform you into someone who offers the savory aroma of God’s presence to those around you?
Strength and peace,

Pastor Steve

