Hello,

Being a pastor has a number of positive aspects to it.  One of my favorites is being able to take time with parishioners/friends and just have a good time together.  One of the often misunderstood, and much needed, aspects of being part of God's family is the term, "Family".  God gives everyone who chooses to become a follower of Christ more gifts than we can comprehend.  We receive forgiveness, salvation, protection, purpose, mercy, grace, joy, peace, strength, hope, healing, direction, discipline, and the list goes on and on and on!  One of the gifts given to everyone who follows Christ is the gift of friendship with other followers of Christ.  This is a great gift which some under utilize to their own peril.

We are not only given a relationship with God through Christ, but also a relationship with each other.  Some choose to ignore this gift and simply live out their Christian experience with little investment into the lives of other believers.  Some choose to view their relationships with fellow believers as little more than business contacts for God's kingdom.  In other words, they view others as people to pray with, go to church with, or witness with, but never view them as friends to laugh, cry, and live out this life with.  These two misguided attitudes are unbiblical and unnecessary.  These two misguided attitudes lead to isolation and loneliness where there is no need for such things.

God calls us to live this life to the fullest.  That includes enjoying our fellow followers of Christ as the people God is making them into.  John puts it this way in 1 John 4:7-10, "Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God.  Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.  This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins."

How are you doing at actively seeking out fellow believers to be with and enjoy?  How long has it been since you just got together with fellow followers of Christ and just laughed, or cried, or shared your life with them?

Strength and peace,

Pastor Steve

