Hello,

John and Pam Morton are missionaries going to East Africa just months from now.  He wrote this little note about packing that really brings the reality of what missionaries give up to follow God's call and I wanted to share it with you.  Please join me in praying for all our missionaries and their families.  Through our prayers and financial support we are partnering with missionaries around the world.  I can't wait to see what heaven looks like as we meet for the first time those who came to Christ because of our partnership with missionaries.

Remember that God loves you very much and that I am proud to be your pastor.
Pastor Steve
10,000 options — from 42 years — into 2 suitcases — for 1 purpose

John H. Morton
(10-15-08)
Sometime last night in the predawn AM it hit me that we are likely a few months away from leaving for Amman, Jordan to study Arabic for a year. I began to formulate the list of how I will fill my 2 suitcases (since that's all we can take). Thousands of items seemed to come to mind. 42 years of accumulation is no trivial matter. How will I boil down what's important to me, much less fit it all into 2 suitcases of 50 pounds each? 
Check back over the next few weeks as I start and expand the list.

Here goes.

(1) Chronological One Year Bible.

(2) My Mac laptop.

(3) '55 Chevy 2-door die cast reproduction. If I can't take the real thing, it will at least remind me of my real one in storage till we return.

(4) A certain spoon and fork. I'm not sure why, but I have a favorite of each in our silverware drawer. Most of them are too small or too big, but there are a few pieces left from the 1992 set that are just right.

(5) The Audubon Society clock in our library. It chimes a different bird sound at the top of each hour. It just sounds like "home."

(6) A hand-sewn, all-cotton quilt. It's just comfort in a quilt.

(7) Two tall skinny glasses from "The Old Spaghetti Factory" at Laclede's Landing on the Mississippi at St Louis. Why two? It's so I will always have one for me and one for a friend. Sweet, iced tea is always better with a friend.


