Hello,

My $20.00 fake Rolex wasn’t keeping good time (I can tell you are shocked to hear that such an expensive time piece would have difficulties like this).  I would set the watch and it would run perfectly for a day or so but then would just start running slower and slower.  Drawing upon all my experiences with inexpensive watching I knew what need to happen – I needed a new battery for my $20.00 Rolex.  
Not wanting to spend the $5.00 or so for a new battery (yes, I am that cheap) I waited and waited and waited.  Finally, frustrated because I wanted to wear my super cool watch again, I gave in and chose to pay the money for a new battery.  My beautiful wife happened to be going to the store so I asked her to take my watch and have a battery put in it for me.
When my wife returned home with my watch she told me how the shop employee spent forever trying to pry off the back of the watch.  It was so difficult that he almost gave up.  Finally, he managed to open the watch so they could look inside.  After opening it and looking inside of it he smiled at my wife and said, “Miss, this is a wind up watch.  It doesn’t use a battery.  Just tell your husband to wind it up each day and it will work fine.”
Often our preconceived ideas of how things should work blind us to other options.  In my mind the only option for fixing my $20.00 Rolex was to put a new battery in it.  This preconceived idea blinded me to the possibility that a fix was a simple as winding it up.  In situations like this we need the help of someone, like the man at the watch shop, who can give us insight we have ignored or have not considered.  In short, what we need is an expert.  In life, this expert is God.  Isaiah 55:8-11 says,
 "For My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways," declares the LORD.   For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts than your thoughts.  For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there without watering the earth and making it bear and sprout, and furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater; so will My word be which goes forth from My mouth; it will not return to Me empty, without accomplishing what I desire, and without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.”
Why not take all the issues of life you face today to God in prayer?  Why not spend some time today with the One who knows you, your issues, your weaknesses, your joys, and your hurts?  As you do you will discover that God is more than ready to offer you answers to each of your issues.
Strength and peace,

Pastor Steve
