Hello,
I have a strange fascination with cheap watches.  I haven’t spent more than $10.00 on a watch for years.  One of my best buys was a $5.00 watch that several people thought cost me more than $100.00.  Stephen Sayer, the best youth minister in the world, bought me a fake Rolex watch on his recent trip to New York.  This style of Rolex would cost $25,000-$30,000.00 for the authentic version.  However, mine only cost Stephen $20.00.  The cool thing about wearing my $20.00 Rolex is to watch the reaction of people who notice it.  My cool watch gets lots of looks from people who have no idea it isn’t what they think.  I just love it!  

One way you can tell my Rolex was bought at a savings of $29, 980.00 is by watching the second hand.  It doesn’t move with the incredibly smooth motion that helps make the Rolex so famous.  However, even at relatively close distances from the watch you can’t tell it is not the “real deal.”

Jesus said in John 10:11-16, "I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.  He who is a hired hand, and not a shepherd, who is not the owner of the sheep, sees the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them.   He flees because he is a hired hand and is not concerned about the sheep.  I am the good shepherd, and I know My own and My own know Me, even as the Father knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep.  I have other sheep, which are not of this fold; I must bring them also, and they will hear My voice; and they will become one flock with one shepherd."  

Those who say things like, “all roads lead to God” or “any religious view is good enough as long as you are sincere” are like those who think my watch is a real Rolex.  The only reason they think this is because they haven’t taken time to look closely at Jesus and other religions to see which is real.  One of the great things about being a follower of Jesus is that the closer you look into who He is and what He claims the more convinced you become that He is the only path to God.  If you are not a follower of Jesus I encourage you to stop settling for a cheap version and accept the real thing.  If you are a follower of Jesus I encourage you to “wear your relationship” proudly for the whole world to see.
Strength and peace,

Pastor Steve
