Hello,
Sometimes the best laid plans simply blow up in your face.  Last night we held our quarterly Ministry Team Dinner/Meeting (well, kind of).  These dinner/meetings are always planned out in advance and include printed calendars, printed teaching materials on a leadership principle, and some printed materials on ministry updates.  They almost always take place at a restaurant so we have no clean up and can focus on being together and on the business at hand.  They are generally great!

This Ministry Team Dinner/Meeting was scheduled three months in advance.  The restaurant was booked one month in advance, the teaching materials and calendars were ready to be printed and all looked well for this meeting.  Well, looks can be deceiving.  We couldn’t get the files for the calendars to open so I ended up printing them in a hurry just before the meeting.  The type was so small a microscope was required to read them.  Our reservation was lost and the restaurant was packed!  They managed to squeeze us into a spot near the bar.  Dinner was rushed, the waiter was unhappy we were there, water was spilled on the church’s hospitality director, and some of the food was cold.  Things were so crazy that we skipped the majority of things planned and only dealt with the calendar.  In short, everything blew up and went wrong.
Last night’s Ministry Team Dinner/Meeting serves as proof of a biblical principle.  It is a principle that once learned will serve you well all the days of your life and in every situation you face.  Proverbs 10:32 says, “The lips of the righteous know what is fitting, but the mouth the wicked only what is wicked.”   My father used to say it this way, “Son, you can’t always control what happens, but you can always control how you respond to it.”

It was a bad experience and we could have spent the night complaining and bringing each other even farther down.  There were plenty of negative things to focus on and plenty of reasons to be miserable.  However, we chose to face the fact that things were bbbbbaaaaaddddd and that we needed to do the best we could with what we had to work with that night.  We chose to focus on the fact that at least we could all get together and spend some time as friends laughing and talking.  Why not spend this week choosing to focus on the good things in every situation rather than letting your emotions control what comes out of your mouth?
Strength and peace,

Pastor Steve

