Hello,
We had such a great time today at Lunch-With-The-Pastors.  It was just one of those lunches that those of us who attended will never forget.  We laughed and talked together about so many different things as we enjoyed Bandana’s barbeque.  It reminded me again of just how great being part of a local church can be if we’ll focus of giving of ourselves to others.  

Christ has ordained local churches as means by which we can give ourselves to Him, to others, and to evangelism and missions.  Those who approach church life with this attitude find their lives filled with peace, joy, and purpose.  We all have met those who approach church life as a means by which their needs can be meet rather than a vehicle by which they can fulfill God’s purpose in life.  It is sad to watch people with a skewed view of church life suffer unnecessarily when God has ordained a path to fulfillment.

I am so pleased to be part of a church that understands that is it only as we give of ourselves to God, to others, and to evangelism and missions that we find fulfillment.  It is a joy to pastor a group of people who view the church as a means by which we can serve others rather than as an organization primarily designed to meet our own needs.  It reminds me of what Jesus said in Luke 6:38, “Give, and it will be given to you.  A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap.  For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you."

God has called us all to give of ourselves to others.  As we do so, God promises to meet all our needs.  As we give friendship God returns it to us.  As we give forgiveness God returns it to us.  As we give kindness God returns it to us.  Whatever we give to others God returns to us.  The only difference between what we give and what we receive is that God promises to return to us much more than what we give!  What a great God we serve.  Why not spend the rest of this week looking for opportunities to give of yourself to others.  In doing so you will be in a position to receive from God much more than what you have given.
Strength and peace,

Pastor Steve

