Hello,

Join us this year in receiving the blessings of God in a more dramatic way.  Last night the board and I met to discuss our church’s budget for 2008.  Because of our focus on outreach and evangelism we discovered that our new budget is larger than our income for 2007.  We could have scaled back or pushed members for more money.  We hated both of those ideas.  After discussing it we unanimously agreed that God wants us to do these things so we will have to take a step of faith as a church.  The step of faith we have chosen is to stop receiving offerings at Praise.  No longer will there be any offering bags passing by you as others pretend not to watch. 

At the rear of the sanctuary you will find an offering bowl or box.  For those of you who wish to honor God with your tithe and offerings simply slip that envelop into the offering receptacle.  This is a huge opportunity to be blessed by God because of the Bible’s teaching of giving.  When we give in secret as a means of honoring God rather than out of a sense of obligation, or to be seen by others, God promises to pour out blessing on us.

Matthew 6:1-4 says, "Be careful not to do your 'acts of righteousness' before men, to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven.  So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full.  But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.”

The reason I spend so much time on this is because many churches and television ministries have tried so hard to manipulate us into giving that I want to be CERTAIN that you know we want to place you in a position of blessing rather than trying to manipulate you.  If you are willing to trust God in this area and give in secret you are in a position to be blessed “in open”.  That just means that God will bless you in such a way that it will be evident to others.

Remember that God loves you very much and that I am proud to be your pastor.

Pastor Steve

