Hello,

Yesterday I found myself talking with a guy who loves to travel.  We discussed all types of places and people that we’ve both enjoyed in our travels.  About 45 minutes into our discussion he mentioned that he loved Hot Springs, Arkansas (a place I also really enjoy).  This fellow had tattoos all over his arms and neck and had some of the biggest earrings I’ve ever seen.  I asked him how he enjoyed the people of hot springs to which he responded, “They’re great once you realize they are a little too much into Bible thumping.”  

As our conversation progressed he asked me what I did for a living.  His face went white as a sheet while I told him I am a pastor in Des Peres.  He started apologizing for cussing and for calling Christians “Bible thumpers.”  This led us into a discussion about what church life really is all about and how Jesus is concerned with the “real us” not just the physical appearance we offer the world.  I invited him to church and we’ll just see what happens.

This chance encounter with a tattooed man who will spend eternity in hell or heaven reminded me again of the value of our church’s focus on being mission’s minded rather than maintenance minded.  Let me explain:

1.  A mission’s minded church is one in which we all think like missionaries.  We are living our lives in a world that needs Jesus and we are LOOKING for changes to tell them about Him or invite them to church with us.  A maintenance oriented church is one that focuses on what the church can do to make us feel good and comfortable.

2. A mission’s minded church is one where we are WILLING to give up our personal preferences to win the lost.  It is a place where we are willing to give rides to people when we’d prefer to just go to church on our own time table.  It is a place where we are willing to hold outreach events that don’t entertain us but reach people in a way they can accept the message.  A maintenance oriented church is one where everything is geared towards what “I” like regardless of what sinners need.

3. A mission’s minded church is one that MAKES people outside the church as HIGH a priority as people inside the church.  Those inside the church are hearing the gospel on a regular basis and most of us are saved already.  A mission’s minded church is constantly praying for, talking with, and inviting people outside the church to attend church with them.  A maintenance oriented church is more concerned about always having their favorite seat available for them.

I am so grateful to be part of a mission’s minded church!  God has already begun to honor our efforts to reach out to those who currently are on a highway to hell.  I am looking forward to what God will do through us as we all continue focusing on our mission of reaching the lost.

Strength and peace,
Pastor Steve
