Hello,

Sunday evening at the People’s Feast I shared for 15 minutes or so a principle for living by faith.  It was extremely timely for our fellowship and for several individuals in attendance that evening.  Many asked if we had recorded the message and our world famous youth minister and his wife missed it completely because they took the youth to a Christian concert just before I shared this word.  Here is the stripped down version of what was shared.

In Ezekiel 22:30 God laments that though He searched for someone to bridge the gap no one was found.  The result of finding no one to fill that gap produced disappointment by God and destruction for the community.  Imagine that!  Our inability, or unwillingness, to fill the gap means we disappoint God as well as invite destruction for those in our community of influence.  We must be willing to fill the gap.

In Matthew 14:22-36 we see an example of one who bridged the gap from where he was to where Jesus wanted him to be in the person of Peter.  People often mock Peter because though he left the boat and walked on the water he sank.  How foolish of us to mock this man who bridged the gap from the boat to Jesus’ arms.  Peter was the ONLY one in the boat to get out.  Peter was the ONLY one to walk on water.  Peter was the ONLY one getting closer to Jesus.  Peter was the ONLY one who ended up being held in the arms of Jesus.

We are able to bridge the gap when we realize that where Jesus calls us to be is worth more than the relative safety of where we are currently.  Christians fail to bridge the gap for a few reasons:

· We fail to trust that Jesus really means “come” when He speaks it to us
· We fail to realize that Jesus is more powerful than the waves that threaten us
· We fail understand that the process of bridging the gap is God’s will for our lives

Regardless of the reason we fail to bridge the gap the simple truth is that the result is a failure on our part.  Our resulting failure does affect our community of influence.  People who need salvation are looking to us as the only examples they know.  Our failure to take steps of faith and step out of the boat onto the water toward Jesus affects everyone around us.

Praise Fellowship has been blessed to bridge the gap in our community.  God has called us to adjust our focus dramatically.  For four years now we have focused primarily of healing hurting Christians and secondarily on evangelism.  God is now calling us to reverse this focus to evangelism as our primary focus and the healing of hurting Christians as our secondary focus.  If we as a church fail to bridge this gap from where we are to where we are called to be God will be disappointed in us and our community of influence will suffer.  I have no doubt that you will join me in bridging this gap.  I have no doubt that the God who leads us will bring us to our destination safely.  I have no doubt that when God looks at Praise Fellowship He will say, “I looked for a church among them who would build up the wall and stand before Me in the gap on their behalf and I found Praise Fellowship.”

Strength and peace,
Pastor Steve
