Hello,

On January 6th we stopped passing the offering bag and started allowing people to give privately in the offering box located at the rear of the sanctuary.  Our reasoning for doing this was simply to insure that everyone who gave was doing so freely rather than because someone sitting next to them might notice.

We were also excited to do this because of Jesus' promise that those who give in secret would be rewarded openly.  By allowing people to simply honor God with their tithe and offerings privately puts them in a position to expect miracles from God openly.  Jesus said that if we give to be seen by people that recognition is the only reward we would have.  However, if we give to be seen by God we could expect God to move on our behalf.

We have been giving this way as a church for three Sundays now and I am amazed at what has happened in the lives of each giver.  There are four people (or couples) that have received amazing blessings from God in the past three week.  Three of these I will not rely here simply because I haven't yet asked their permission to do so.  However, I can tell you that on January 6th my wife gave privately in the offering box and on January 8th the doctors discovered that the aneurism they saw on film was no longer there!

Please do not misunderstand what I am saying.  I am not saying that the offering box is magic or that God is obligated to bless those who give this way.  What I am saying is that there is a firm biblical reason for giving this way and I already have received four reports of amazing blessings that have occurred over the past three weeks.  

Some would say it is just coincidence.  To quote your youth minister, Stephen Sayer, "These are those coincidences that only seem to happen when you are in line with God's will."  I am encouraging you to join us in giving this way and to live out each week with the expectancy of what blessings God has to give to you.

Strength and peace,

Pastor Steve

