Hello,
My son had his braces taken off this morning while I spent some time a few doors down at a coffee shop.  I ended up talking with a CEO of a medium-sized company and ended up asking him what advice he would give to employees.  He listed several and I have remembered (accurately, I hope) 10 of them.  According to this man those who succeed in business focuses on the following:
1.  Business is made up of ambiguous victories and nebulous defeats.  Claim them all as victories. 
2. Keep track of what you do; someone is sure to ask. 
3. Be comfortable around senior managers, or learn to fake it. 
4. Never bring your boss a problem without some solution. 
5. You are getting paid to think, not to whine. 
6. Long hours don't mean anything; results count, not effort. 
7. Write down ideas; they get lost like good pens. 
8. Always arrive at work 30 minutes before your boss. 
9. What goes around comes around. 
10. Sometimes you'll be “on a roll” and everything will click; take maximum advantage.  When the opposite is true, hold steady and wait it out.  
You may be wondering what this has to do with the Christian life.  I believe we can apply them (or do the opposite) to the Christian life in the following ways:
1. Spiritual life is made up of ambiguous victories and nebulous defeats.  God can turn them all into victories if we let Him. Romans 8:28.
2. Keep track of what you do; God is sure to ask on judgment day.  1 Corinthians 3:10-14
3. Be comfortable around other believers, don’t try to fake it.  1 John 3:10
4. Never bring God a problem without some expecting Him to provide a solution.  Matthew 7:7-8
5. You are getting rewards to think, not to whine. Matthew 6:7-13
6. Long hours do mean everything; efforts count, not human results. 1 Corinthians 3:10-14
7. Write down ideas; they get lost like good pens. Luke 1:1-4
8. You can’t arrive at any situation before God.  You can be grateful He is there before you arrive.  Hebrews 13:8
9. What goes around comes around. Galatians 6:8-9
10. Sometimes you'll be “on a roll” and everything will click; take maximum advantage.  When the opposite is true, hold steady and wait it out.  2 Timothy4:2
You can see that some of the principles that work in the market place work in the spiritual arena as well.  Others must be changed completely if we are to succeed.  Living for God produces a joy and a peace that the unsaved cannot imagine.  Perhaps you needed to read what a CEO thinks you need to do to advance your carrier (you’re welcome).  However, I know everyone needs to be reminded from time to time of what God knows we need to advance as believers.

Strength and peace,
Pastor Steve
