Hello,

I spent this afternoon at Berea Temple as an honored guest for a Nigerian baby dedication.  It was a great time – the place was packed with people, the food was amazing, and the three-month old baby was beautiful.  As an honored guest I was seated at the head table and was able to eat a variety of Nigerian foods including goat soup.  Goat soup is a spicy – no, a super spicy! – broth with the main ingredient being goat and it has the ability to literally burn your face off!

While sitting there this afternoon eating and drinking things normally not served as part of American cuisine I was reminded again of what makes Christianity so special.  There were people present from at least 5 nations and 3 continents all happy to be together.  We were eating and drinking a combination of African and American offerings.  What would motivate nearly 300 people from such diverse settings come together in a church fellowship hall in St. Louis to celebrate the birth of a child?  There was only thing we all had in common was our relationship with Jesus Christ.

Because God saved us our focus has changed from being comfortable with those of our own cultural background to being comfortable with those who share our faith in Jesus.  Because of our faith in Jesus Christ we all share something in common that the unsaved simply do not have.  One great day Christians from around the world will all sit together at the “Lord’s Supper” in heaven.  Until that day let us work hard at insuring that as many people as possible hear about Christ’s offer of salvation so that those we love will be with us at that great meal.

Strength and peace,
Pastor Steve


