Hello,

I was able to spend a few hours with Pauline and her son, Dean, this morning at their home.  Dean is a contractor and has done some amazing things with his house – it is just beautiful.  Pauline is an excellent baker and made some fantastic Greek cookies to dunk into our coffee.  They were not too sweet while still having a great flavor to them.  The truth is that I ate more of them then I should have (thankfully she sent me home with a bag of them).

It was so much fun talking with them, laughing with them, discussing the Bible with them, and praying with them.  One of the best things that Christians possess is the ability to share our lives based on the common bond of Christ.  As I sat at their table with them I did so as their pastor, as their friend, and as their brother in Christ.  All of these rolls are made possible because Christ died and rose again for all three of us sitting at that table.  

We were not bound together by a political party, an investment plan, a community improvement goal, or a social cause.  No, we sat there and enjoyed each other as people who were part of the same family – God’s family.  As I got into my white station wagon to head off to my next spot I thought about the verse, “How good it is when brethren dwell together in unity.”  God desires to save the lost not just so they escape hell (although, that is one great reason to become a follower of Christ) but also to enjoy being part of His family.  Have you taken some time this week simply to thank God for adopting you as His child?

Strength and peace,
Pastor Steve
