Hello,

As you know a group of us are at Kid's Camp this week just having a blast.  There are over 600 kids here!  Each worker has been given a work assignment for the week and mine is managing the mini-golf course.  Many of the children have never played mini-golf before and it is fun watching them try to put into practice what their team counselor have told them about the game.  Some kids start out swinging the little club like a bat and others tap the ball so lightly that it only moves about a foot or two.  It doesn't take long for the kids to get the feel for the game and start doing better and better and having more and more fun.  It is also great to hear them get so excited when they hit their first hole in one.

The Christian life is like this also.  We can hear about living by faith, loving our neighbors, giving to missions, witnessing to friends and family, standing strong and growing through trials, etc and that is great. However, it isn't until we get out on the course of life and have opportunity to put what we've learned into practice that it really begins to make sense.  Sometimes we approach a situation and swing our witness like a bat when we should have taken a more tactful approach.  Sometimes we hit a situation with such timidity that it hardly moves anything.  Yet with time and practice on the course of life we find ourselves doing better and better and enjoying the Christian life more and more.  Are you still out there using what you've learned in church and in the Bible?  Have you put your spiritual clubs away and are just sitting in the clubhouse (the church) waiting for Jesus to come get you?  Your answer will reveal how much you enjoy this life and how much treasure you have laid up for the next life.

Strength and peace,

Pastor Steve
