Hello,

In the Des Moines Register the following add was placed by a mother who found alcohol in her 19-year-old son’s car.

“OLDS 1999 Intrigue.  Totally un-cool parents who obviously don’t love teenage son, selling his car.  Only driven for three weeks before snoopy mom, who needs to get a life found booze under front seat.  $3,700/offer.  Call meanest mom on the planet.”

This mom has received over 70 calls congratulating her for taking such a step.  The only person who seems to be criticizing her decision to sell the car for this reason is her teenage son.

I read this just after reading Hebrews chapter 12 and smiled as God reminded me again of His great love for His children.  Hebrews 12:5-13 reads, “and you have forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you as sons,

"My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, 

Nor faint when you are reproved by Him; 

For those whom the Lord loves He disciplines, 

And He scourges every son whom He receives. "  

“ It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline?  But if you are without discipline, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate children and not sons.  Furthermore, we had earthly fathers to discipline us, and we respected them; shall we not much rather be subject to the Father of spirits, and live?  For they disciplined us for a short time as seemed best to them, but He disciplines us for our good, that we may share His holiness.  All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness.  Therefore, strengthen the hands that are weak and the knees that are feeble, and make straight paths for your feet, so that the limb which is lame may not be put out of joint, but rather be healed.”
God loves us enough to insure that we are not allowed to continue in sinful behaviors.  Think about that for a moment.  God’s discipline is not a punitive act designed to make Him feel better.  Rather, it is something God does so we can learn to enjoy the life He has given us to the fullest.  Why not spend some time this week thanking God for his discipline.
Strength and peace,

Pastor Steve
