Hello,
I am currently working on a Wednesday evening study entitled, “Why is the church here?”  It is a biblical look at God’s purpose for creating and sustaining the church.  My purpose here is not to give you all the information contained in the study.  Rather, it is to thank you for joining me in fulfilling one of the church’s three primary missions – reaching the lost with the gospel of Jesus.

It would be simpler for all of us if we were to celebrate resurrection Sunday like most churches.  By this I mean we would hold a service with our fellowship as the center of attention and have a nice egg hunt for the children.  There is nothing evil with this approach to celebrating resurrection Sunday and churches who do celebrate this way are not necessarily out of God’s will.  However, we are taking seriously our resurrected Lord’s words to “go unto all the world” this year by holding our service at the Kirkwood House retirement center.

This resurrection Sunday we have the opportunity to take the gospel to people who are often overlooked on this most holy church holiday.  This Sunday we have the opportunity to fulfill one of the three primary reasons for the church’s existence as we share with others the gospel of Jesus.  This Sunday we have the opportunity to give up our self interests for the sake of taking the gospel to the lost.  

Please allow me to commend you for your willingness to do this.  There are some churches, even Pentecostal churches, that simply would not follow their pastor in such an endeavor.  There are churches, even Pentecostal churches, that would have told their pastor that resurrection Sunday is all about tradition and refused to support an evangelistic outreach on such a day.
You however, truly understand the reason Praise Fellowship exists.  We exist in part to bring the gospel of Jesus Christ to a lost world.  A world of people who will spend an eternity in hell if they refuse to accept the gracious gift of salvation Jesus offers.  Thank you so much for being a fellowship that desires to see sinners saved above its own desire to have a traditional resurrection service.  I am very proud of you.

Strength and peace,

Pastor Steve

