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Introduction
1. The big picture on this tiny book

a. Who wrote this book? - This book, like First and Second John were written by the Apostle John
b. When was this book written? - This book was written in 66-67 A.D.
c. Who was this book written to? - The letter is addressed to a man named Gaius who was a member of one of the churches of Asia Minor which John had adopted as his own after the death of the Apostle Paul
2. Although this letter is highly personal, John expresses thoughts that are meant to be taught to other members of the church
a. The very fact that this tiny little postcard of a book is included in the Bible is proof of this

b. Its place in the Bible is also proof that the issues dealt with by John are issues believers deal with today
3. In essence, this letter discusses three men

a. Two of these men are exemplary
b. One of these men is condemned for his prideful actions against the truth
Gaius: A Diligent Christian (verse 1-8)

1. Gaius was a common Roman name, and appears five times in the New Testament (Acts 19:29; 20:4; Romans 16:23; 1 Corinthians 1:14)
a. Whether he is one of those mentioned by Luke or Paul we do not know
i. He is evidently a dear friend of John, and known for his hospitality
ii. John uses the word “beloved” four times when referring to Gaius (verses 1-2, 5, 11)
b. The fact that Gaius was a personal friend of John reveals some important truths for the American church today regarding pastor/parishioner friendships
i. It is obvious that pastors are people with personalities that naturally gravitate towards people with like personalities
ii. It is obviously not wrong for pastors and parishioners to be friends
iii. It is obvious that a pastor parishioner friendship does not demand that both persons always remain in the same church

iv. It is obvious that a pastor/parishioner friendship cannot get in the way of dealing with church issues

2. John’s wishing good health to Gaius does not mean that he was ill
a. This expression was a conventional one
i. John commends Gaius by praying that all will be as well for his physical health as they have proved to be for his spiritual health

ii. Whatever the condition of the outer man, the inner man was prospering
b. The three men caught in a struggle for the life of the church are all introduced to us in verse 3 
i. These three men were members/leaders of the same church
ii. It seems as if Gaius and Demetrius may have been part of the group that had been ejected by the church through the influence of Diotrephes
3. John commends Gaius for his stand for the truth
a. Gaius godly lifestyle was evident to others
i. There is no more important news John could receive, no greater joy he could experience than that his own children are living faithfully to the truth
ii. This was also an encouragement to Gaius who was dealing with this difficult church circumstance

b. Gaius had shown hospitality to brethren who had visited the church

i. It seems that the actions of Gaius were in contrast to what some in his congregation did, incurring their displeasure

ii. The admonition to send them “forward on their journey” shows the supreme importance of hospitality
iii. They were to be welcomed as if the Lord Himself were being welcomed
c. That they went out “for his name’s sake” shows that they were proclaiming the gospel
i. Paul showed it was wrong for missionaries, church planters, and preachers to seek help from unbelievers
ii. In supporting the proclamation of truth, there was a blessing to be received for both the giver and the receiver
1. Luke 8:3

2. 1 Corinthians 9:1-14

3. Philippians 4:10-18
d. When churches show hospitality to those who proclaim the gospel, they are in fellowship with them and are fellow laborers

i. (see 2 Corinthians 8:23; Colossians 4:11)
ii. Such support demonstrates participation in the truth
Diotrephes: A Deceived Christian (verses 9-10)

1. This paragraph brings us to the heart of the problem about which

John is writing
a. On the basis of this letter, we know that the Apostle John had written to the church asking them to extend hospitality to traveling preachers he had sent out
b. We also know that Diotrephes had threatened excommunicate any in the church who were considering offering hospitality to those sent by John
i. Diotrephes wanted to be preeminent in the church
ii. Colossians 1:18 says that Christ alone deserves preeminence

iii. Whatever the cause, this case furnishes an illustration of the bad influence of one ambitious and arrogant man in a congregation
2. Diotrephes’ wickedness spread beyond the lies directed again John

a. Diotrephes arrogance was even hurting people wholly innocent of wrongdoing

i. John planned on punishing Diotrephes arrogance and presumption

ii. He would take measures that would ensure he was dealt with in a proper manner
1. “Prating” means “to bring false charges” and is similar to “tattlers” in 1 Timothy 5:13
2. “Malicious” words were evil words that were fitted to do injury
b. This is quite similar to Absalom in the Old Testament

i. they “hint” that the present leadership is not effective (2 Samuel 15:1-6)
ii. they could handle the affairs of the church better

1. Hebrews 13:7, 17 settle this matter once and for all
2. Eager for power and authority, they trample on the truth, ignore the Bible, and scatter the flock (see 1 Peter 5:3)
Demetrius: A Determined Christian (verses 11-12)

1. Demetrius is encouraged to continue to do good
a. Diotrephes could have exerted pressure on Demetrius to give up his support for John and others
i. Demetrius was encouraged to continue standing for the truth

ii. To give in to pressure against one’s convictions is to submit to evil

b. Evil can never be reconciled to God
2. John honors Demetrius with a threefold tribute
a. Demetrius had a good report from:

i. the saints
ii. the truth
iii. from John himself

b. We can easily understand the first and the last, but what would it mean that “the truth” spoke well of him? 
i. Like Gaius, Demetrius is walking in the truth
ii. You could test his life by the Bible, and it passed the test; his life matched his profession
iii. The clause “you know that our record is true” is similar to John 21:24.

Concluding Remarks And Greetings (verses 12-14)

1. We see the character and passion of John in his concluding statements

a. John’s statement that he wished to write more is characteristic of him (John 20:30; 2 John 12)
b. Also characteristic is his expressed desire to see Gaius soon and talk with him (2 John 12)
2. We see the pastoral heart of John in his concluding statements

a. The closing word again bears the mark of the warm relationship existing between John and Gaius

b. The last remark asking Gaius to greet his friends in the church supports the assumption that John’s desire is that Gaius will in fact share this letter with the members of the church
