Are You Ready To Pay The Bill?
Luke 14:25-35

Intro:  Fully enjoying the Spirit-filled life is God’s desire for every believer.  However, the path to a fulfilling Spirit-filled lifestyle does come with a cost.  Some people come to into the church as say, “I want everything God has for me.  However, don’t expect anything from me.”  This mentality stunts the growth of a believer and hinders him/her from fully enjoying the Spirit-filled lifestyle.  Jesus lays out the price tag for enjoying the Spirit-filled lifestyle in Luke 14:25-35
1.  14:25-26  Those who enjoy the Spirit-filled life to the fullest pay the relationship price

a.  Jesus isn’t talking about our affections but about our decisions
i. The issue here is one of authority

ii. When it comes to the issues of life no one can take authority over Christ

b. Jesus is calling those who would enjoy the Spirit-filled life to recognize that their commitments, determinations, and passions come second to our love for Christ

i. One reason main live an anemic Christian life is that they seek Jesus for the gifts He gives
ii. They simply fail to hate everything else in comparison to Jesus Himself

2. 14:27  Those who enjoy the Spirit-filled life to the fullest pay the suffering price

a. Jesus is honest about our need to put Him above our desire to protect ourselves

i. Crucifixion was a favorite methods of execution for the Romans
ii. Here’s how it worked:

1. The condemned person’s arms would be tied to the heavy horizontal bar of his own cross

2. The condemned person would be forced to carry it through town to the place of crucifixion
iii. Here’s why it worked:

1. To put the condemned on display

2. To show others the cost of following the condemned’s choices
b. Jesus is telling us that we are to be “on display” for Him

i. This means to be on public display, to be identified with Jesus in every area of your life

ii. This means that if friends and family refuse to be identified with you than that is fine
c. Jesus is telling us that we are on a one-way journey

i. Crucifixion is a one-way journey

ii. No one came back from crucifixion
iii. Jesus isn’t talking about physical death because no one can do that daily

iv. He is talking about denying our desires in favor of Jesus’ desires (Luke 9:23)

3. 14:28-32  Those who enjoy the Spirit-filled life to the fullest pay the ownership price

a. Jesus is calling all who wish to enjoy the Spirit-filled life to the fullest must relinquish all claims to every aspect of their lives
b. Notice the two examples Jesus gives

i. v. 28-30  Successful builders are those who calculate the cost

1. Successfully enjoying the Spirit-filled life involves some planning

2. We need to evaluate whether there is anything in our lives that hinders our faithful following of Christ

ii. v. 31-32  Successful kings are those who calculate the cost

1. The point is that there is no neutrality

2. The king had to fight or make a deal but he can’t stand staring into space hoping things will be resolved

CON:  Verses 33-35 brings it all together for us.  God can’t really use believers who are not willing to pay the cost for a fulfilling Spirit-filled lifestyle.  Will we be those who are in the kingdom but aren’t enhancing the program and plan of God?  Will we be those who put Jesus first and willingly pay the price to be effective Spirit-filled followers of Jesus?
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