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Become A Great Teacher
Many people do not attend Sunday School because they have already been.  They have dropped out of Sunday School because of boring classes, unprepared teachers, social "cliques," and a myriad of other reasons.  Training and skill development for teachers is essential if a church is to reach secular and unconcerned people.  It is also essential if a church is to re-reach those who’ve been turned off by bad experiences in Sunday School.

In this course we will re-discover a few essentials for becoming the best teachers our church has to offer.
Being the best Adult Bible Teacher you can be involves focusing on:

1. Purpose: A good teacher is motivated by proper purposes
a. Teaching is part of the Great Commission. - Matt 28:19-20:  "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. "  

b. Teaching is part of the reproductive process. - 2 Timothy 2:2:  And the things which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, these entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also”
c. Teaching is part of body life. - Colossians 3:16:  “Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.”
2. Passion: A good teacher is motivated by proper passions
a. The first thing to do, before attempting to teach others, is to make sure that you have the correct motive for teaching. 

i. Jeremiah 17:9: "The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?" 

ii. 2 Corinthians 13:5:  "Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith..." 
b. A good teacher must graciously teach the Word of God without apology or compromise - 1 Thessalonians 2:2-4:  “but after we had already suffered and been mistreated in Philippi, as you know, we had the boldness in our God to speak to you the gospel of God amid much opposition.  For our exhortation does not come from error or impurity or by way of deceit; but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not as pleasing men but God, who examines our hearts.”
c. A good teach must have a passion for the growth of his/her students
i. Isaiah 55:11: “So shall My word be which goes forth from My mouth; it shall not return to Me empty, without accomplishing what I desire, and without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.”
ii.  I Corinthians 3:6-7:  “I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth.  So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but God who causes the growth.”
1. The teacher’s most important document is the Bible

2. The teacher’s next most important document is the class roster
3. Provision:  A good teacher is motivated to use proper provisions
a. The key provision for teachers is the Word of God - 2 Tim 3:14-17:  “You, however, continue in the things you have learned and become convinced of, knowing from whom you have learned them;  and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.  All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.” 
1. I recommend using a quality study Bible

2. I recommend using two translations
b. Another key provision is the church’s curriculum
i. Almost all teachers are extremely busy

ii. Church curriculum provides the basic work for the teacher
c. Another key provision is prayer
i. James 1:5:  “But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all men generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.”
ii. James 4:2:  “You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. And you are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel. You do not have because you do not ask.”
4. Planning: A good teacher is motivated to use proper planning
a. Teaching is not an easy task.  In order to be a quality teacher, one must:

i. Work hard and stay focused
ii. As example see 1 Timothy 4:13; 2 Timothy 2:15
b.  Quality teaching means much more than simply going over the lesson Sunday morning at breakfast
c. Plan to teach the lesson rather than to talk about yourself
i. It is a poor teacher who uses themselves as the focus of every example and every story

ii. The teacher is the deliverer of the lesson and not the focus of the lesson
5. Practical:  A good teacher is motivated to be practical
a. Care enough to be on time (10 to 15 minutes early)
b. Care enough to attend all teacher’s meetings
c. Care enough to attend all church services

d. Care enough to attend classes and workshops like this

e. Care enough to keep good records
f. Care enough to always speak well of the church leadership

g. Care enough to be cooperative with other teachers

h. Care enough to know the policies of the church regarding:

i. Class offerings
ii. Church membership
iii. Use of equipment

iv. Class recreation
v. Purchase of supplies
