Is Jesus Guilty Of Claiming To Be God?

1. Introduction:

a. In court hearsay is inadmissible.  In other words, someone can’t go into court and tell the judge or jury what you or I have said.  Two things are admissible:

i. A person’s testimony about themselves
ii. An affidavit with a person’s testimony about themselves

b. It seems as if everyone has something to say about who Jesus is.  
i. Many tell us Jesus thought of Himself as a prophet or a teacher or a good person but never thought of himself as God.
ii. Others, myself included say that Jesus though of Himself as a prophet, a teacher, a good person, and as God.

c. How do we know?  
i. Well, thankfully we have four affidavits called the Gospels to examine.  
ii. We have done many studies on the reliability of the Gospels so we will not recover that ground here.  
iii. This study will simply allow Jesus to speak for Himself regarding whether or not He thought Himself to be God.

2. By Jesus Own Words He Implied That He Was God
a. John 8:57-59 -57 So the Jews said to Him, "You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?" 58 Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I am."  59 Therefore they picked up stones to throw at Him, but Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple.
i. was born – literally = “came into being”

1. Abraham's life was under the conditions of time, and therefore had a temporal beginning. 

2. Hence, Abraham "came into being, or was born" Greek = genesthai.
ii. I am – Exodus 3:14; John 1:1;John 17:5, 24

1.  Jesus' life was from and to eternity. 
2. Hence, the formula for "absolute, timeless" existence, "I am" Greek = egoo  eimi 
iii. Therefore they picked up stones to throw at Him
1. They knew Jesus was claiming to be God

2. Leviticus 24:16 and 1 Kings 21:10-13 is very clear regarding the consequences of this

b. John 10:30-33 - 30 " I and the Father are one."  31 The Jews picked up stones again to stone Him. 32 Jesus answered them, "I showed you many good works from the Father; for which of them are you stoning Me?"  33 The Jews answered Him, "For a good work we do not stone You, but for blasphemy; and because You, being a man, make Yourself out to be God."
i. I and the Father are one."  - One (hin) neuter, not masculine (heis)
1. Not one person, but one essence or nature
2. By the plural sumus (separate persons)

ii. but for blasphemy; and because You, being a man, make Yourself out to be God 

1. The penalty for blasphemy was death by stoning (Lev 24:16; 1 Kings 21:10,13)
2. Jesus said nothing to dissuade them of this “misunderstand” but rather admitted through His silence that their assumption was correct

c. John 12:44-46 - 44 And Jesus cried out and said, " He who believes in Me, does not believe in Me but in Him who sent Me.  45 " He who sees Me sees the One who sent Me.  46 " I have come as Light into the world, so that everyone who believes in Me will not remain in darkness. 
i. He who believes in Me, does not believe in Me but in Him who sent Me
1. Jesus was claiming to be sent from heaven where the Father was

2. Compare with John’s account in John 1:1-4

ii. He who sees Me sees the One who sent Me
1. The claim here was to be equal with the Father
2. sees Me and sees the One who sent me are terms of equality

d. John 13:12-14 - 12 So when He had washed their feet, and taken His garments and reclined at the table again, He said to them, "Do you know what I have done to you?  13 "You call Me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for so I am.  14 "If I then, the Lord and the Teacher, washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. 
i. Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for so I am
ii. Teacher and Lord are two distinct titles

iii.  Jesus distinctly claims here to be both “Teacher” and “Lord” in the full sense, at the very moment when he has rendered this menial, but symbolic, service to them

e. John 14:6-11 - 6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.  7 “ If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; from now on you know Him, and have seen Him."  8 Philip said to Him, "Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us." 9 Jesus said to him, "Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, 'Show us the Father'?  10 "Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father is in Me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on My own initiative, but the Father abiding in Me does His works.  11 "Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me; otherwise believe because of the works themselves.
i. "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me
1. the is a definite article 

2. Jesus wasn’t claiming to be “a way” or to be showing the way

3. This is further confirmed by the statement no once comes to the Father but through Me
ii. If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; from now on you know Him, and have seen Him.
1. Note it is not “the Father” as in John 14:6

2. Rather Jesus is claiming a special relationship with the Father here
iii. Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, 'Show us the Father'?  10 "Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father is in Me?
1. Again Jesus is claiming a special relationship with the Father

2. When Philip wanted to see the Father Jesus simply offered Himself as the Father’s equivalent 
3. By Jesus’ Own Words He Described Himself As God:
a. John 6:32-35 - 32 Jesus then said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, it is not Moses who has given you the bread out of heaven, but it is My Father who gives you the true bread out of heaven.  33 "For the bread of God is that which comes down out of heaven, and gives life to the world."  34 Then they said to Him, "Lord, always give us this bread." 35 Jesus said to them, " I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and he who believes in Me will never thirst. 
i. " I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and he who believes in Me will never thirst
ii. Jesus uses the definite article the here rather than “a”

1. Jesus reminded his hearers that it was not Moses but God who gave the bread in the desert, who also was granting the true bread from heaven
2. By true we are to understand the perfect, that which answers to men's deepest need
a. Christ identified the bread as he (v. 33), one who had actually come down from heaven to give life to the world
b. But the explicit identification with himself was not yet made
b. John 8:12-14 - Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, " I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life."  13 So the Pharisees said to Him, " You are testifying about Yourself; Your testimony is not true." 14 Jesus answered and said to them, " Even if I testify about Myself, My testimony is true, for I know where I came from and where I am going; but you do not know where I come from or where I am going.
i. I am the Light of the world
1. Again the definite article the is used by Jesus

2. They knew the prophecy of Isaiah 9:2; 60:1-3
ii. Even if I testify about Myself, My testimony is true, for I know where I came from and where I am going; but you do not know where I come from or where I am going
1. Jesus is claiming to be divine regardless of their acceptance of the fact
c. John 10:7-11 - 7 So Jesus said to them again, "Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep.  8 "All who came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them.  9 " I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture.  10 "The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.  11 " I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.
i. I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he will be saved
1. Here Jesus is claiming to be the exclusive door to salvation

2. His hearers knew that only God saved
ii. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly
1. Here Jesus is claiming to be the exclusive source of life  (Zoe – spiritual life)
2. His hearers knew that only God gave life
d. John 11:21-27 - 21 Martha then said to Jesus, " Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 "Even now I know that whatever You ask of God, God will give You." 23 Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again."  24 Martha said to Him, " I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day." 25 Jesus said to her, " I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he dies,  26 and everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die. Do you believe this?"  27 She said to Him, "Yes, Lord; I have believed that You are the Christ, the Son of God, even  He who comes into the world." 
i. " I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will live even if he dies,  26 and everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die
1. Jesus was not claiming to point people to the One who gives resurrection and life

2. Jesus was claiming to be the source of resurrection and life
ii. Yes, Lord; I have believed that You are the Christ, the Son of God, even  He who comes into the world
1. Jesus does not correct her “misunderstanding” but by His silence testifies to it
4. By Jesus’ Own Words He Describes His Mission As Divine
a. Matthew 20:25-28 - 25 But Jesus called them to Himself and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men exercise authority over them.  26 "It is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant,  27 and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your slave;  28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many."  
i. just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many
ii. Psalm 49:6-11 – no sinful human was good enough to be the ransom
iii. Isaiah 53:5-11 – Jesus was no mere sinful human being therefore His death was good enough to pay the ransom
b. Mark 9:31-32 - 31 For He was teaching His disciples and telling them, " The Son of Man is to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill Him; and when He has been killed, He will rise three days later."  32 But they did not understand this statement, and they were afraid to ask Him. 
i. The Son of Man is to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill Him; and when He has been killed, He will rise three days later
ii. The Old Testament depicts the Messiah this way.  
1. Exodus 12 and Leviticus 16 foretold this truth physically
2. Psalm 22; Psalm 110; Isaiah 52-55, especially 53:4-6 foretold this truth specifically
c. John 3:16-20 - 16 "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.  17 "For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.  18 " He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.  19 "This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil.  20 " For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.
i. but that the world might be saved through Him
1. Isaiah 49:6-7

2. Zechariah 9:9
ii. he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God
1. Here Jesus sets Himself up as the God of the 10 Commandments

2. To believe Jesus’ words is equal to breaking the commandment unless He truly is God
d. John 6:37-40 - 37 " All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out.  38 "For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.  39 "This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day.  40 "For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day."  

i. For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me
1. Psalm 40:7-10

2. Isaiah 53:10
ii. For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day
1. Jesus claimed to power of God to raise the dead on Judgment day
2. The Old Testament refers to this as the Day Of The Lord
5. Who Jesus Declared Himself To Be Must Be Dealt With By You
a. Jesus is guilty of claiming to be God

b. Jesus is guilty of doing the works of God

c. What will you do with Jesus’ claims?  You have three options
i. You can reject His claims outright and miss the opportunity to know God

ii. You can take a deeper look into the claims of Christ and than be convinced of His deity

iii. You can accept His claims and become a child of God

1. ...that people often say about Him: "I'm ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don't accept His claim to be God."  That is the one thing we must not say.  A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher.  He would either be a lunatic--on a level with the man who says he is a poached egg--or else he would be the Devil of Hell.  You must make your choice.  Either this man was, and is, the Son of God: or else a madman or something worse.  You can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill Him as a demon; or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God.  But let us not come with any patronizing nonsense about His being a great human teacher.  He has not left that open to us.  He did not intend to. 
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