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Introduction and Prolog
Ecclesiastes 1:1-3

Introduction to this Study

We have all asked ourselves the questions, “What am I doing here?” “Where am I going?” and “What point is there to life?”  The book of Ecclesiastes takes up these questions in an extremely honest and frank way.  Unfortunately, the book of Ecclesiastes is one that is often neglected by readers of the Bible because they find it to be overly pessimistic in their opinion.

This study will help us realize the pessimism those who don’t have a relationship with Christ live with.  It will help us understand the fear and frustration people live with and the foolish extents to which they go to in an attempt to deal with these feelings.  We will also discuss the value of having a relationship with God in this life and in the life to come.

Introduction to this Book

1. The Title
a. The book’s title in Hebrew (the language in which the book was written) is Qoheleth and is translated into English as “the words of the preacher.”

i. It is not a preacher in the sense that most Westerners are familiar with.  Someone who stands before a group each week sharing a sermon or homely.
ii. The Hebrew preacher is one who assembles others.
iii. Ecclesiastes is the only place in the Bible this word is used and it is used seven times in the book.

iv. We get the English word “preacher” from Jerome’s concionatur (“speaker before an assembly”) in Latin.

b. The book’s title in Greek (the language in which the bible was translated for the first Christians) is Ecclesiastes from the Greek word ekklesia (assembly)

2. The Author
a. The book’s authorship has been attributed to Solomon by both Jewish and early Christians

b. The reasons for this include (among other evidences):

i. The author identifies himself as the son of David, king in Jerusalem.

ii. The author discusses his wisdom – Ecc 1:16; cf. 1 Kings 3:12

iii. The author discusses his building projects – Ecc 2:4-6; 1 Kings 7:1-12

iv. The author discusses his wealth – Ecc 2:7-9; 2 Chron. 9:13-28

3. The Date
a. Accepting the fact that Solomon is the author it would place the book of Ecclesiastes’ writing around 945 B.C.

4. The Book’s Purpose
a. Ecclesiastes is designed confront the reality of life’s pointlessness when lived apart from a relationship with God – Ecc 1:12, 14

i. A key phrase for the book is under the sun –  (occurring 29 times in 27 verses) which refers to a life lived without eternity in view.

ii. A key word for the book is vanity (occurring 38 times) – which also refers to a life lived from the vantage point of nothing beyond this life.

b. Ecclesiastes is designed to drive the thinking person to the conclusion that they need a relationship with God in this life and in the next.

i. Solomon’s words in this book are designed to lead us to an anchor for our lives – Ecc 11:9-12:1; 12:11-14

ii. This book helps to answers the questions we have all asked in the dark moments of reality when we wonder why we are here, what we are doing, and were we are going.

The Prolog to this Book – 1:1-3
1The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem. 

2"Vanity of vanities," says the Preacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity."  3What advantage does man have in all his work which he does under the sun?

1. 1:1  The source of this discussion
a. Advice is only as good as the source from which it comes
b. This advice comes from Solomon, the wisest (and arguably the wealthiest) man who ever lived

2. 1:2  The theme of this discussion

a. The theme of this book is quite simply the futility of a life lived without a relationship with God
i. Vanity of vanities!  All is vanity.

ii. Literally “breath of breaths”
iii. The concept is that life is a breath that cannot be grasped or held onto.

iv. It is a phrase which conveys the utter emptiness of life.
b. This theme is based on living this life under the sun which makes one’s life seem like they are grasping for the wind.
c. 1:3  The key question of this discussion

i. The key question can be summed up as “What is the point to life?”
ii. This is the question the book of Ecclesiastes seeks to answer in a frank and brutally honest way

Searching For Meaning In This Life Through Intellect
Ecclesiastes 1:4-18
4A generation goes and a generation comes,
         But the earth remains forever. 
    5Also, the sun rises and the sun sets;
         And hastening to its place it rises there again. 
    6Blowing toward the south,
         Then turning toward the north,
         The wind continues swirling along;
         And on its circular courses the wind returns. 
    7All the rivers flow into the sea,
         Yet the sea is not full.
         To the place where the rivers flow,
         There they flow again. 
    8All things are wearisome;
         Man is not able to tell it.
         The eye is not satisfied with seeing,
         Nor is the ear filled with hearing. 
    9That which has been is that which will be,
         And that which has been done is that which will be done.
         So there is nothing new under the sun. 
    10Is there anything of which one might say,
         "See this, it is new"?
         Already it has existed for ages
         Which were before us. 
    11There is no remembrance of earlier things;
         And also of the later things which will occur,
         There will be for them no remembrance
         Among those who will come later still. 

 12I, the Preacher, have been king over Israel in Jerusalem.  13And I set my mind to seek and explore by wisdom concerning all that has been done under heaven It is a grievous task which God has given to the sons of men to be afflicted with.  14I have seen all the works which have been done under the sun, and behold, all is vanity and striving after wind.  15What is crooked cannot be straightened and what is lacking cannot be counted.  16I said to myself, "Behold, I have magnified and increased wisdom more than all who were over Jerusalem before me; and my mind has observed a wealth of wisdom and knowledge.  17And I set my mind to know wisdom and to know madness and folly; I realized that this also is striving after wind. 18Because in much wisdom there is much grief, and increasing knowledge results in increasing pain. 

1. 1:4-11  The observant person sees the cyclical nature of life and wonders what it’s all worth
a. 1:4-7  Nothing is life seems to change even though everything is moving

i. 1:4  The earth seems to go on forever with or without us

ii. 1:5  The universe seems to go on forever with or without us
iii. 1:6  The weather seems to go on forever with or without us

iv. 1:7  The waters seem to go on forever with or without us

b. 1:8  Nothing in life seems to bring satisfaction even though there is so much to try

i. v. 8a  None of our labors really seems to satisfy us

ii. v. 8b  Even the momentary satisfactions that come in life are fleeting

c. v. 9-11Nothing in life really is new enough to bring us lasting satisfaction
i. 1:9  All the new gadgets, games, events, and situations are nothing more than improvements upon things that have already occurred

1. Because they are not truly new they too will fail to bring satisfaction.

2. Once these improvements have been improved upon they will be forgotten.

ii. 1-10-11  Things thought of as new are only seen this way because we have forgotten the past
1. Cell phones, internet, etc. are little more than improvements upon communication which has gone on from the beginning of time.

2. Cars, planes, spacecraft, etc. are little more than improvements upon transportation which has gone on from the beginning of time.
3. The reason nothing satisfies is because nothing under the sun has ever satisfied. 

2. 1:12-18  The intelligent person sees the frustration of human intellect (wisdom) and wonders what life is worth
a. 1:12-15  Solomon is honest about his search for satisfaction in this life apart from a relationship with God.
i. v. 12  He had all the physical and mental resources needed to do this search properly.

1. He was king over Israel.

2. He was given wisdom by God – 1 Kings 3:9-12; 4:29-34

ii. v. 13  He had determined to search for meaning in life apart from a relationship with God.
1. This is a task that all thinking people do to one degree or another.

2. This is a task that is a burden to those who take it up. 

iii. v. 14-15  His gives us a summary of the conclusion to his search.

1. It is the same conclusion we have all come to when we take this intellectual journey.

2. Life is grabbing for the wind and we really don’t make a significant mark on life.

b. 1:16-18  Solomon is honest about is sadness as a result of his search for satisfaction in this life apart from a relationship with God.
i. v. 16  He had acquired everything we believe we must have to find satisfaction in this life.

ii. v. 17a  He had enjoyed everything we believe we must do to find satisfaction in this life.

1. Wisdom – the ability to understand life

2. Madness – senselessness

3. Folly – selfish pleasures

iii. v. 17b-18  He had realized that life lived this way produces pain.

1. It is striving after the wind – trying to grab and hold the wind
2. In much wisdom there is much grief, and increasing knowledge results in increasing pain – the more one realizes the emptiness of life the more sad and painful life becomes.
Searching For Meaning In This Life Through Pleasure

Ecclesiastes 2:1-26
 1-3 I said to myself, "Let's go for it—experiment with pleasure, have a good time!" But there was nothing to it, nothing but smoke. 



   What do I think of the fun-filled life? Insane! Inane! 
      My verdict on the pursuit of happiness? Who needs it? 
   With the help of a bottle of wine 
      and all the wisdom I could muster, 
   I tried my level best 
      to penetrate the absurdity of life. 
   I wanted to get a handle on anything useful we mortals might do 
      during the years we spend on this earth. 

 4-8 Oh, I did great things: built houses, 
      planted vineyards, 
      designed gardens and parks 
         and planted a variety of fruit trees in them, 
      made pools of water 
         to irrigate the groves of trees. 
   I bought slaves, male and female, 
         who had children, giving me even more slaves; 
      then I acquired large herds and flocks, 
         larger than any before me in Jerusalem. 
   I piled up silver and gold, 
         loot from kings and kingdoms. 
   I gathered a chorus of singers to entertain me with song, 
      and—most exquisite of all pleasures— 
      voluptuous maidens for my bed. 

 9-10 Oh, how I prospered! I left all my predecessors in Jerusalem far behind, left them behind in the dust. What's more, I kept a clear head through it all. Everything I wanted I took—I never said no to myself. I gave in to every impulse, held back nothing. I sucked the marrow of pleasure out of every task—my reward to myself for a hard day's work! 

 11 Then I took a good look at everything I'd done, looked at all the sweat and hard work. But when I looked, I saw nothing but smoke. Smoke and spitting into the wind. There was nothing to any of it. Nothing. 

 12-14 And then I took a hard look at what's smart and what's stupid. What's left to do after you've been king? That's a hard act to follow. You just do what you can, and that's it. But I did see that it's better to be smart than stupid, just as light is better than darkness. Even so, though the smart ones see where they're going and the stupid ones grope in the dark, they're all the same in the end. One fate for all—and that's it. 

 15-16 When I realized that my fate's the same as the fool's, I had to ask myself, "So why bother being wise?" It's all smoke, nothing but smoke. The smart and the stupid both disappear out of sight. In a day or two they're both forgotten. Yes, both the smart and the stupid die, and that's it. 

 17 I hate life. As far as I can see, what happens on earth is a bad business. It's smoke—and spitting into the wind. 

 18-19 And I hated everything I'd accomplished and accumulated on this earth. I can't take it with me—no, I have to leave it to whoever comes after me. Whether they're worthy or worthless—and who's to tell?—they'll take over the earthly results of my intense thinking and hard work. Smoke. 

 20-23 That's when I called it quits, gave up on anything that could be hoped for on this earth. What's the point of working your fingers to the bone if you hand over what you worked for to someone who never lifted a finger for it? Smoke, that's what it is. A bad business from start to finish. So what do you get from a life of hard labor? Pain and grief from dawn to dusk. Never a decent night's rest. Nothing but smoke. 

 24-26 The best you can do with your life is have a good time and get by the best you can. The way I see it, that's it—divine fate. Whether we feast or fast, it's up to God. God may give wisdom and knowledge and joy to his favorites, but sinners are assigned a life of hard labor, and end up turning their wages over to God's favorites. Nothing but smoke—and spitting into the wind. 

When we consider the pleasures of life we must not limit them to the more base desires.  Often they include great works such as Solomon’s building projects.

1. 2:1-17  Solomon gave all he had to living
a. 2:1-2  He gives us a quick summary of his discovery.

i. He found the lifestyle of hedonism to be empty and vain

ii. His conclusion (verse 1), “It too was futile”.

b. 2:3  The issue for all thinking people with regard to the hedonistic lifestyle is that it leaves one empty and asking, “What does it accomplish?”

c. 2:3-11  He gives us a quick list of his attempts to find meaning in life through hedonism.

i. 2:3  He tried to find meaning with alcohol and partying.

ii. 2:4-6  He tried to find meaning with building – 1 Kings 7:1-12; 9:15-19

iii. 2:5-8  He tried to find meaning with giving himself whatever he wanted

iv. 2:9-10  He tried to find meaning with fame and renown

v. 2:11  He found these things to be empty and worthless

d. 2:12-17  He gives us a quick list of his state of being after trying these things.

i. 2:12-17  Hedonism is even less valuable than intellectual pursuits.

1. 2:12  He considered these two paths to life.

2. 2:13-14  He found wisdom to be worth more than hedonism.

3. 2:15-16  He discovered that both lifestyles leave one empty inside because they cannot answer the basic concerns of life and death.

4. 2:17  He concluded that life lived under the sun grievous because everything is futility and striving after wind.

a. Grievous = “inferior quality.”

b. It is often translated as “evil.”

2. 2:18-26  Solomon grieves over the futility of all his work.

a. 2:18-19  He despaired because of the futility of all he worked so hard to accomplish.

i. He had tried to find value to life in what he accomplished.

ii. However, he would have to leave it to someone, maybe a fool.

b. 2:20-23  He despaired because of the finality of life lived under the son.

i. It seemed unfair to work so hard only to leave it to someone else.

ii. 2:23  It seemed unfair to the point of keeping him up at night wondering about the mysteries of why we are here and where we are going.

c. 2:24-26  He finds some delight in God’s giving humanity the ability to glimpse beyond this life.

i. 2:24-25  God’s grace is seen in the ability to enjoy this life and what it offers.

ii. 2:26  God’s will is that we glimpse Him beyond the daily grind of this life.

iii. 2:26b.  However, to the one living with a worldview that is strictly under the sun even this gift is vanity and striving after wind.

The Path To Finding Satisfaction In This Life
Ecclesiastes 7:1-29
  1A good name is better than a good ointment,
         And the day of one's death is better than the day of one's birth. 
    2It is better to go to a house of mourning
         Than to go to a house of feasting,
         Because that is the end of every man,
         And the living takes it to heart. 
    3Sorrow is better than laughter,
         For when a face is sad a heart may be happy. 
    4The mind of the wise is in the house of mourning,
         While the mind of fools is in the house of pleasure. 
    5It is better to listen to the rebuke of a wise man
         Than for one to listen to the song of fools. 
    6For as the crackling of thorn bushes under a pot,
         So is the laughter of the fool;
         And this too is futility. 
    7For oppression makes a wise man mad,
         And a bribe corrupts the heart. 
    8The end of a matter is better than its beginning;
         Patience of spirit is better than haughtiness of spirit. 
    9Do not be eager in your heart to be angry,
         For anger resides in the bosom of fools. 
    10Do not say, "Why is it that the former days were better than these?"
         For it is not from wisdom that you ask about this. 
    11Wisdom along with an inheritance is good
         And an advantage to those who see the sun. 
    12For wisdom is protection just as money is protection,
         But the advantage of knowledge is that wisdom preserves the lives of its possessors. 
    13Consider the work of God,
         For who is able to straighten what He has bent? 
    14In the day of prosperity be happy,
         But in the day of adversity consider--
         God has made the one as well as the other
         So that man will not discover anything that will be after him. 
 15I have seen everything during my lifetime of futility; there is a righteous man who perishes in his righteousness and there is a wicked man who prolongs his life in his wickedness. 

 16Do not be excessively righteous and do not be overly wise. Why should you ruin yourself? 

 17Do not be excessively wicked and do not be a fool. Why should you die before your time? 

 18It is good that you grasp one thing and also not let go of the other; for the one who fears God comes forth with both of them. 

 19Wisdom strengthens a wise man more than ten rulers who are in a city. 

 20Indeed, there is not a righteous man on earth who continually does good and who never sins. 

 21Also, do not take seriously all words which are spoken, so that you will not hear your servant cursing you. 

 22For you also have realized that you likewise have many times cursed others. 

 23I tested all this with wisdom, and I said, "I will be wise," but it was far from me. 

 24What has been is remote and exceedingly mysterious Who can discover it? 

 25I directed my mind to know, to investigate and to seek wisdom and an explanation, and to know the evil of folly and the foolishness of madness. 

 26And I discovered more bitter than death the woman whose heart is snares and nets, whose hands are chains One who is pleasing to God will escape from her, but the sinner will be captured by her. 

 27"Behold, I have discovered this," says the Preacher, "adding one thing to another to find an explanation, 

 28which I am still seeking but have not found. I have found one man among a thousand, but I have not found a woman among all these. 

 29"Behold, I have found only this, that God made men upright, but they have sought out many devices." 

It is at this point the book of Ecclesiastes takes a more positive track.  One should properly view this book as one would a visit to the doctor.  The first thing a doctor should do for a patient is to test and diagnose the problem.  After this is done the doctor is able to take a track towards helping the patient to heal.  Solomon has spend the first half of this book diagnosing humanity’s issue – we are living life without a proper view of God (under the sun).  Now Solomon begins to share with us the tack towards finding satisfaction in this life.
1. 7:1-14  Satisfaction in this life begins with proper values about life itself.

a. 7:1  Who you are is more important than what you own.

i. 7:1a  Good ointment refers to luxurious items

ii. Many people pursue the good ointment of this life but satisfaction comes in being a person with a good name.

iii. 7:1b  Those who seek a good name do so realizing that this life is short and that there is life beyond the grave.

b. 7:2-6  A long term view is more important than temporary pleasures.
i. 7:2  Most of humanity spends their entire life hiding from the reality of death.

1. And the living takes it to heart means that if we are truly going to live in this life we must understand that it will end.

2. Chancing things to hide from this fact leave us empty and hollow (remember chapters 1-6?).

ii. 7:3-6  Taking time to focus on the reality of death provides a proper perspective for living now.
1. When a face is sad a heart may be happy.

2. Solomon is telling us that sadness may be the initial result of examining the reality (sad) of life and death but it ends in finding satisfaction (happy).

3. The difference between be satisfied in this life or not is found, in part, where we turn to find the answers.
a. Mind = the intellectual processes.
b. House of mourning = the place where the reality of death is recognized.
c. House of pleasure = the place where temporal entertainment dulls the senses to the reality of death.
i. 7:6 thorn bushes (kindling) burns up quickly and is gone.

ii. This is equated to those who seek pleasure as a hiding place from the reality of death.

c. 7:7-9  Learn to develop patience rather than pride.
1. 7:7 Some are willing to achieve their goals at any price leading to madness and corruption.

2. 7:8  Many begin projects and plans but never complete them.  The patience person understands that ending well is better than simply starting well.

3. 7:9  The patience person is able to control their anger.  The fool allows their pride to be hurt at all offences resulting in anger.

d. 7:10  Refusing to live in the past frees you to live in the present.

1. It is not wisdom that you ask about this.

2. It is over and there is nothing that can be relived or changed.

3. Living in the past waists today’s energy and steals today’s opportunities.

e. 7:11-12  Wealth without wisdom is worthless.

i. 7:11  The wealth we pass on to children is good when it is accompanied by wisdom.
ii. See the sun – they are not living under the sun as those who cannot see beyond this life.
iii. 7:12 While both wisdom and money provide protection in this life only wisdom preserves the lives of its possessors in this life and the in the life to come beyond the grave.

f. 7:13-14  Trust God and relax in the knowledge that there are some things in life that you simply cannot change.
i. 7:13  Those who see the sun but are not trapped living under the sun can consider God’s plan in this life.

1. We can never lived satisfied lives as long as we try to straighten what God has bent.
2. We are much better served by considering the work of God (God’s plan in it all).

ii. 7:14  Those who consider God’s part in life’s ups-and-downs of life are able to enjoy the good and endure the rough.

1. Consider means to ponder and examine.

2. Rather than consider how we might fix the unfixable we should consider what God is teaching us in the good and bad times of life.

3. After all, we do not know the future (so that man will not discover anything that will be after him).

2. 7:15-22  Satisfaction in this life continues with a proper view of life itself.
a. 7:15-19  One cannot enjoy life if they are going to extremes.
i. Some believe that here Solomon has lapsed back into the futility of chapters 1-6.  However, nothing could be farther from the truth.  In fact, what is given to us in this section is some of the most substantial information on finding satisfaction in life in all the book of Ecclesiastes.
ii. These four verses encourage the reader to live this life in moderation.

1. Not moral moderation but resisting fanaticism.
2. 7:15 tells us that life is not fair and the wicked do prosper at times in this life.

3. 7:16-17  A quote from my father sums this passage up quite well.  “A man needs to choose the hill he wants to die on”.

a. Some things are worth the fight and some things are not worth the fight.

b. The excessively righteous here refers to those who fight to the death over every issue no matter how small and insignificant.

c. Excessively wicked isn’t giving license for “a little evil” but tells us that no battle is worth winning if it requires wicked means to produce the desired ends.
4. 7:18-19  Wisdom is seen in one who lives this life in the fear of God.  This wisdom is better than ten rulers who are in a city.
b. 7:20-22  One cannot enjoy life when holding people to impossible standards.
1. When interacting with people we must remember that everyone will disappoint us.  If we cannot remember this two things will occur:
a. We will constantly be surprised by people’s failures.

b. We will be less able to forgive others because we hold them to an impossibly high standard.

2. 7:21-22  We must be ready to forgive rather than take offense at the sins of others.

3. 7:23-29  Satisfaction in this life continues with a proper relaxation about  of life itself.

a. 7:23-25  There is satisfaction in realizing that there are some things about life that will always be a mystery to you.

b. 7:26-28  There is satisfaction in realizing that there are some people who will always be a danger to you.
i. 7:26  A evil woman (the same applies to the opposite sex as well) can be a snare to one who is unsuspecting
ii. 7:27-28  A trustworthy man is only one among a thousand.

iii. 7:29  The responsibility for such evil people is not God’s. 

1. Behold, I have found only this, that God made men upright, 
2. But they have sought out many devices.
Walking The Path Of Satisfaction In This Life

Part 1

Ecclesiastes 8:1-9:18

Ecclesiastes 8

 1Who is like the wise man and who knows the interpretation of a matter? A man's wisdom illumines him and causes his stern face to beam. 

 2I say, "Keep the command of the king because of the oath before God. 

 3"Do not be in a hurry to leave him. Do not join in an evil matter, for he will do whatever he pleases." 

 4Since the word of the king is authoritative, who will say to him, "What are you doing?" 

 5He who keeps a royal command experiences no trouble, for a wise heart knows the proper time and procedure. 

 6For there is a proper time and procedure for every delight, though a man's trouble is heavy upon him. 

 7If no one knows what will happen, who can tell him when it will happen? 

 8No man has authority to restrain the wind with the wind, or authority over the day of death; and there is no discharge in the time of war, and evil will not deliver those who practice it. 

 9All this I have seen and applied my mind to every deed that has been done under the sun wherein a man has exercised authority over another man to his hurt. 

 10So then, I have seen the wicked buried, those who used to go in and out from the holy place, and they are soon forgotten in the city where they did thus. This too is futility. 

 11Because the sentence against an evil deed is not executed quickly, therefore the hearts of the sons of men among them are given fully to do evil. 

 12Although a sinner does evil a hundred times and may lengthen his life, still I know that it will be well for those who fear God, who fear Him openly. 

 13But it will not be well for the evil man and he will not lengthen his days like a shadow, because he does not fear God. 

 14There is futility which is done on the earth, that is, there are righteous men to whom it happens according to the deeds of the wicked On the other hand, there are evil men to whom it happens according to the deeds of the righteous. I say that this too is futility. 

 15So I commended pleasure, for there is nothing good for a man under the sun except to eat and to drink and to be merry, and this will stand by him in his toils throughout the days of his life which God has given him under the sun. 

 16When I gave my heart to know wisdom and to see the task which has been done on the earth (even though one should never sleep day or night), 

 17and I saw every work of God, I concluded that man cannot discover the work which has been done under the sun Even though man should seek laboriously, he will not discover; and though the wise man should say, "I know," he cannot discover. 
Ecclesiastes 9

 1For I have taken all this to my heart and explain it that righteous men, wise men, and their deeds are in the hand of God Man does not know whether it will be love or hatred; anything awaits him. 

 2It is the same for all There is one fate for the righteous and for the wicked; for the good, for the clean and for the unclean; for the man who offers a sacrifice and for the one who does not sacrifice. As the good man is, so is the sinner; as the swearer is, so is the one who is afraid to swear. 

 3This is an evil in all that is done under the sun, that there is one fate for all men Furthermore, the hearts of the sons of men are full of evil and insanity is in their hearts throughout their lives. Afterwards they go to the dead. 

 4For whoever is joined with all the living, there is hope; surely a live dog is better than a dead lion. 

 5For the living know they will die; but the dead do not know anything, nor have they any longer a reward, for their memory is forgotten. 

 6Indeed their love, their hate and their zeal have already perished, and they will no longer have a share in all that is done under the sun. 

 7Go then, eat your bread in happiness and drink your wine with a cheerful heart; for God has already approved your works. 

 8Let your clothes be white all the time, and let not oil be lacking on your head. 

 9Enjoy life with the woman whom you love all the days of your fleeting life which He has given to you under the sun; for this is your reward in life and in your toil in which you have labored under the sun. 

 10Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might; for there is no activity or planning or knowledge or wisdom in Sheol where you are going. 

 11I again saw under the sun that the race is not to the swift and the battle is not to the warriors, and neither is bread to the wise nor wealth to the discerning nor favor to men of ability; for time and chance overtake them all. 

 12Moreover, man does not know his time: like fish caught in a treacherous net and birds trapped in a snare, so the sons of men are ensnared at an evil time when it suddenly falls on them. 

 13Also this I came to see as wisdom under the sun, and it impressed me. 

 14There was a small city with few men in it and a great king came to it, surrounded it and constructed large siegeworks against it. 

 15But there was found in it a poor wise man and he delivered the city by his wisdom Yet no one remembered that poor man. 

 16So I said, "Wisdom is better than strength." But the wisdom of the poor man is despised and his words are not heeded. 

 17The words of the wise heard in quietness are better than the shouting of a ruler among fools. 

 18Wisdom is better than weapons of war, but one sinner destroys much good. 

Now that Solomon has provided his readers with the path to satisfaction in life he begins a section on how to walk that path.  After all what good is a path in life if we choose not to walk it?

1. 8:1-15  Choose to walk through life understanding that governing authorities will not be your answer to happiness.
a. 8:1  Happiness in life comes from properly understanding life.
i. Solomon asks, “Who is like the wise man and who knows the interpretation of a matter?”
ii. In this question Solomon is setting the stage for the rest of this section.

iii. Solomon wants us to understand that through wisdom we can enjoy life in spite of its evils and wrongs.  A man’s wisdom illumines him and causes his stern fact to beam.

b. 8:2-9  Happiness in life comes from trusting God and submitting to authorities put over us.
i. We are instructed to obey the ruling authorities.
ii. This is not a command to submit to anti-biblical rules.

iii. 8:2 because of the oath before God may refer to the king’s oath or the follower of God’s oath.

iv. 8:4-5a By respecting the governing authorities things will generally stay out of difficulties
v. 8:5a-9 The wise person’s face beams even living under governments because he/she realizes that judgment will come in its time

c. 8:10-13  Happiness in life comes from realizing that rulers will do wickedly at times.

i. 8:10-11  The wicked will die and be forgotten.
1. Those who used to go in and out from the holy place, and they are soon forgotten in the city where they did thus (referring to the wicked) 

2. They cannot escape their end even though they go through religious practices the holy place.
3. 8:11 Those who lack wisdom (see 8:1) will loose heart when they don’t see judgment come in this life.

ii. 8:12-13  The one who lives for God will be blessed beyond the evil person
1. It is true that evil people may prosper in this life – although a sinner does evil a hundred times and may lengthen his life,
2. It is equally true that the righteous person will be blessed in the life to come – still I know that it will be well for those who fear God, who fear Him openly.  But it will not be well for the evil man and he will not lengthen his days like a shadow, because he does not fear God.

d. 8:14-17  Happiness in life comes by accepting the perplexities life brings.
i. 8:14  Sometimes in this life bad people win and good people loose.
1. Solomon admits that it is a frustrating reality.
2. This too is futility

ii. 8:15-17  Satisfaction in life comes by accepting the perplexities life brings and enjoy the small blessings that come.
1. So I commended pleasure, for there is nothing good for a man under the sun except to eat and to drink and to be merry – This is not a pessimistic outlook but a purposeful attitude to enjoy the small pleasures of life under the sun.
2. And this will stand by him in his toils throughout the days of his life which God has given him under the sun – The reason we should purposefully enjoy the small blessings of life is because they will help us through the toils throughout the days of our life.
3. 8:16-17  Those who waist their lives trying to figure out all the plans of God in this life will, by default, skip out on enjoying this life as a gift from God.

2. 9:1-18  Choose to walk through life understanding that this life is brief.

a. 9:1-6  Satisfaction in life comes as we realize its brevity.
i. 9:1-3  The righteous and the wicked both die

1. Death happens to both those with a relationship with God and those who don’t.
2. The key difference between those who are satisfied in this life and those who don’t is a relationship with God.

a. Those who do - For I have taken all this to my heart and explain it that righteous men, wise men, and their deeds are in the hand of God.  
b. Those who don’t - This is an evil in all that is done under the sun, that there is one fate for all men. Furthermore, the hearts of the sons of men are full of evil and insanity is in their hearts throughout their lives. Afterwards they go to the dead
ii. 9:4-6  Those who find satisfaction in life do so by living now.
1. 9:4  There is always hope while one lives.

2. 9:5-6  There is nothing that can be accomplished in this life once we have died so don’t wait to live until later.

b. 9:7-10  Satisfaction in life comes as we focus on enjoying life now.

i. 9:7  Enjoyment in life comes because those who have a relationship with God know that God has already approved their works.

ii. 9:8-10  Enjoy the life you have rather than the life you wish you had.
1. Take care of what you have - Let your clothes be white all the time
2. Take care of yourself - and let not oil be lacking on your head
3. Take care of your relationships - Enjoy life with the woman whom you love all the days of your fleeting life which He has given to you under the sun
4. Take care to live passionately - Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might
5. The reason for this advice is simple -  
a. 9:9b  for this is your reward in life and in your toil in which you have labored under the sun
b. 9:10b  for there is no activity or planning or knowledge or wisdom in Sheol where you are going.
c. 9:11-12  Satisfaction in life comes as we focus on what is rather than what we think should be.
i. 9:11  It is important to realize that life isn’t fair from a human perspective - I again saw under the sun that the race is not to the swift and the battle is not to the warriors, and neither is bread to the wise nor wealth to the discerning nor favor to men of ability; for time and chance overtake them all. 
ii. 9:12  It is important to realize that bad times come to everyone without warning - Moreover, man does not know his time: like fish caught in a treacherous net and birds trapped in a snare, so the sons of men are ensnared at an evil time when it suddenly falls on them. 
iii. These two truths are important because if we expect life to be fair and tragedy to pass us by we will be sorely disappointed.  Accepting that tragedies will come in life makes us less likely to be overwhelmed by them when they come.
d. 9:13-18  Satisfaction in life comes from learning wisdom.

i. 9:13-15  Solomon was impressed with the practical value of wisdom.
1. 9:13-15a  The wisdom of a poor man saved his entire city.

2. 9:15b – No one remembered this poor man but his wisdom still benefitted everyone in his city.

ii. 9:16-18  Solomon want to impress upon us the importance of wisdom to being satisfied in life.
1. 9:16  Wisdom is better than strength even though the world system doesn’t value it.

2. 9:17  Wisdom doesn’t have to be shouted to be effective.

3. 9:18  Satisfaction in life is determined by our willingness to live in wisdom.

a. Satisfaction – Wisdom is better than weapons of war
b. Destruction - but one sinner destroys much good
Walking The Path Of Satisfaction In This Life

Part 2

Ecclesiastes 10:1-11:8
Ecclesiastes 10

 1Dead flies make a perfumer's oil stink, so a little foolishness is weightier than wisdom and honor. 

 2A wise man's heart directs him toward the right, but the foolish man's heart directs him toward the left. 

 3Even when the fool walks along the road, his sense is lacking and he demonstrates to everyone that he is a fool. 

 4If the ruler's temper rises against you, do not abandon your position, because composure allays great offenses. 

 5There is an evil I have seen under the sun, like an error which goes forth from the ruler-- 

 6folly is set in many exalted places while rich men sit in humble places. 

 7I have seen slaves riding on horses and princes walking like slaves on the land. 

 8He who digs a pit may fall into it, and a serpent may bite him who breaks through a wall. 

 9He who quarries stones may be hurt by them, and he who splits logs may be endangered by them. 

 10If the axe is dull and he does not sharpen its edge, then he must exert more strength. Wisdom has the advantage of giving success. 

 11If the serpent bites before being charmed, there is no profit for the charmer. 

 12Words from the mouth of a wise man are gracious, while the lips of a fool consume him; 

 13the beginning of his talking is folly and the end of it is wicked madness. 

 14Yet the fool multiplies words No man knows what will happen, and who can tell him what will come after him? 

 15The toil of a fool so wearies him that he does not even know how to go to a city. 

 16Woe to you, O land, whose king is a lad and whose princes feast in the morning. 

 17Blessed are you, O land, whose king is of nobility and whose princes eat at the appropriate time--for strength and not for drunkenness. 

 18Through indolence the rafters sag, and through slackness the house leaks. 

 19Men prepare a meal for enjoyment, and wine makes life merry, and money is the answer to everything. 

 20Furthermore, in your bedchamber do not curse a king, and in your sleeping rooms do not curse a rich man, for a bird of the heavens will carry the sound and the winged creature will make the matter known. 

Ecclesiastes 11:1-8

 1Cast your bread on the surface of the waters, for you will find it after many days. 

 2Divide your portion to seven, or even to eight, for you do not know what misfortune may occur on the earth. 

 3If the clouds are full, they pour out rain upon the earth; and whether a tree falls toward the south or toward the north, wherever the tree falls, there it lies. 

 4He who watches the wind will not sow and he who looks at the clouds will not reap. 

 5Just as you do not know the path of the wind and how bones are formed in the womb of the pregnant woman, so you do not know the activity of God who makes all things. 

 6Sow your seed in the morning and do not be idle in the evening, for you do not know whether morning or evening sowing will succeed, or whether both of them alike will be good. 

 7The light is pleasant, and it is good for the eyes to see the sun. 

 8Indeed, if a man should live many years, let him rejoice in them all, and let him remember the days of darkness, for they will be many. Everything that is to come will be futility. 

1. 10:1-20  Living with wisdom enables a person to endure the foolishness of life and still be satisfied.
a. 10:1-4  Foolishness is the surest path to destroying satisfaction in life.

i. 10:1  Foolishness destroys a good reputation – honor.

ii. 10:2  Foolishness destroys a person’s lifestyle.

iii. 10:3  Foolishness destroys a person’s stability in life.

1. Sense – Leb in Hebrew and describes the totality of a person’s inner or immaterial nature.  That thing that makes them who they are.

2. Also translated heart.

iv. 10:4  Foolishness is contrasted to the one who lives with wisdom.

1. Do not abandon your position. – doesn’t refer to an issue but a posture of humility and gentleness
2. Because composure allays great offense – the unwillingness to lose one’s temper allays great offense.

b. 10:5-19  The wise realize that foolishness is everywhere so they are ready to face it.

i. 10:5-7  Satisfaction comes in realizing that the world simply is not ordered the way it should be.

1. 10:5  Some ruling authorities are evil.

2. 10:6  Sometimes those who should be in a place of honor or authority simply are not.

3. 10:7  Sometimes those should have things don’t and those who shouldn’t have things do.

ii. 10:8-10  Satisfaction comes in realizing that life isn’t fair and in taking the proper safeguards.

1. 10:8-9  Every good act can bring harm even though we do that act with the best of intentions.

a. Digs a pit may fall into it.

b. Breaks through a wall and is bit by a serpent.

c. Quarries stones and may be hurt by them.

d. Splits logs may be endangered by them.

2. 10:10  Because life isn’t fair the wise person takes as many reasonable safeguards as possible.
a. The example given is the need to sharpen the tool being used.

b. The point offered is that wisdom allows a person to have the best chance of success in an unfair world.

iii. 10:11-15  Satisfaction comes in disciplining oneself against being foolish.
1. 10:11-14  The foolish person doesn’t know how to keep their thoughts to themselves.

2. 10:15  The foolish person doesn’t know how to keep their employment.

iv. 10:16-19  Satisfaction comes in understanding that for us to behave foolishly affects everyone.
1. Solomon is dealing with rulers in this section.  However, the principle applies to everyone who has someone depending upon them.
2. 10:16-17  There is a contrast between the outcome of those who behave foolishly (verse 16) and those who behave wisely (verse 17).

3. 10:18-19  This contrast is further illustrated here.

a. 10:18  The houses of those who are foolish are in disrepair because of misplaced priorities.

b. 10:19  The houses of those who behave wisely are filled with happiness and enough to get by on.
v. 10:20  Satisfaction in life comes in never saying something you can’t take back.

1. Speaking evil about a ruling authority (employer for example) or the rich man (your neighbor who has more than you for example) is foolish.

2. Every word that leaves our mouth has the ability to move through others to that person.  For a bird of the heavens will carry the sound, and the winged creature will make the matter known.

2. 11:1-8  Living with wisdom enables a person to see the value of work.

a. 11:1-2  Satisfaction in life comes from being willing to do more than one skill.

i. 11:1Cast your bread on the surface of the waters, for you will find it after many days is a Hebrew saying similar to the American saying “Don’t put all your eggs in one basket.”

ii. 11:2  Divide your portion (your income) is an encouragement for diversification.  We are not instructed to put all of our portion into the stock market for example.  Rather, some in savings, some in stock, etc.

iii. 11:2-3  The reason for this is clear – for you do not know what misfortune may occur on the earth.  If the clouds are full, they pour out rain upon the earth; and whether a tree falls toward the south or toward the north, wherever the tree falls, there it lies.
b. 11:4-6  Satisfaction in life comes from being willing to work today rather than wait for better circumstances.
i. 11:4  There are some who refuse to work because of what might happen.

ii. 11:5  The wise are encouraged to work those there is uncertainty because we do not know the activity of God (His plans in our work).

iii. 11:6  The wise work at every opportunity because they are not sure which opportunity will work out best.

c. 11:7-8  Satisfaction in life comes from choosing to enjoy the good days and choosing to endure the bad days.

i. 11:7-8a  We should not miss out on enjoying the good times.

ii. 11:8b  We should not think we will miss out on the days of darkness, for they shall be many.

iii. 11:8c  Everything that is to come will be futility – Both the bad days and the good days will be futility meaning that they will pass and not last forever.
Satisfaction In Life Begins Now Not Later
Ecclesiastes 11:9-12:8

9Rejoice, young man, during your childhood, and let your heart be pleasant during the days of young manhood. And follow the impulses of your heart and the desires of your eyes Yet know that God will bring you to judgment for all these things. 

 10So, remove grief and anger from your heart and put away pain from your body, because childhood and the prime of life are fleeting. 

Ecclesiastes 121:1-8

 1Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth, before the evil days come and the years draw near when you will say, "I have no delight in them"; 

 2before the sun and the light, the moon and the stars are darkened, and clouds return after the rain; 

 3in the day that the watchmen of the house tremble, and mighty men stoop, the grinding ones stand idle because they are few, and those who look through windows grow dim; 

 4and the doors on the street are shut as the sound of the grinding mill is low, and one will arise at the sound of the bird, and all the daughters of song will sing softly. 

 5Furthermore, men are afraid of a high place and of terrors on the road; the almond tree blossoms, the grasshopper drags himself along, and the caperberry is ineffective. For man goes to his eternal home while mourners go about in the street. 

 6Remember Him before the silver cord is broken and the golden bowl is crushed, the pitcher by the well is shattered and the wheel at the cistern is crushed; 

 7then the dust will return to the earth as it was, and the spirit will return to God who gave it. 

 8"Vanity of vanities," says the Preacher, "all is vanity!" 

1. 11:9-10  Life is a gift from God and is to be lived with passion now.
a. 11:9a  Satisfaction in life comes from passionately living it now rather than waiting until some perceived better time.

i. Let your heat be pleasant … Follow the impulses of your heart and the desires of your eyes – wisdom is seen in enjoying life and not waiting until later before we do.

ii. This is not a mandate to give in to every immoral and unethical passion that wells up within us.  Rather, it is an encouragement to enjoy life while you have it.

iii. Yet know that God will bring you to judgment for all these things – This is the guiding principle that allows us to enjoy life within the guidelines of wisdom found in God’s Word.

b. 11:9b-10  Yet know that God will bring you to judgment for all these things.  So, remove grief and anger from your heart and put away pain from your body, because childhood and the prime of life are fleeting. This is the guiding principle that allows us to enjoy life within the guidelines of wisdom found in God’s Word.
2. 12:1-8  Life is a gift from God and He is not to be forgotten in the passionate living of it.

a. 12:1a  Satisfaction comes in this life as we remember the God who gave us life.

i. Remember is Zeker in Hebrew and means impress on the memory in such a way as to impact a person’s actions.

ii.   One cannot find satisfaction in this life under the sun without remembering God.  Without Him, life is empty, futile, and meaningless.
b. 12:1b-7  Satisfaction comes in this life as we remember that bad times will come.

i. 12:1b-5  Only the fool believes that life will always be pleasant.

ii. 12:6-7  Only the satisfied realize that this life is short and one day our spirit will return to God who gave it.
c. 12:8  Satisfaction comes in realizing that nothing in this life lasts forever on this earth

The Conclusion Of The Matter

Ecclesiastes 12:9-14

 9In addition to being a wise man, the Preacher also taught the people knowledge; and he pondered, searched out and arranged many proverbs. 

 10The Preacher sought to find delightful words and to write words of truth correctly. 

 11The words of wise men are like goads, and masters of these collections are like well-driven nails; they are given by one Shepherd. 

 12But beyond this, my son, be warned: the writing of many books is endless, and excessive devotion to books is wearying to the body. 

 13The conclusion, when all has been heard, is: fear God and keep His commandments, because this applies to every person. 

 14For God will bring every act to judgment, everything which is hidden, whether it is good or evil. 

After all this time of showing us the issues of life and how to live in satisfaction he sums up.  In these few verses Solomon provides us with a keen insight for enjoying this life as it is rather than pining away wishing it was something different.
1. 12:9-10  Satisfaction in life is the result of listening to, and applying, the truths given through wisdom.

a. Solomon had dedicated his life to helping people learn through his example so they wouldn’t have to learn through the trials of mistakes themselves.

b. We would do well to accept these truths and live by them.
2. 12:11-12  Satisfaction in life is the result of learning to enjoy a life of balance.

a. 12:11  We should listen to the words of the wisdom given by Solomon and because they are designed to push us to consider time and eternity.

b. 12:12  However, we must not become focused on formal education to the point that we forget to live our lives with passion.

c. True satisfaction comes as we walk the tightrope of balance between learning and living.

3. 12:13-14  Satisfaction in this life is the result of living life now while never forgetting the life to come beyond the grave.

a. 12:13  We find satisfaction in life within the guidelines given to us by God through the Bible - The conclusion, when all has been heard, is: fear God and keep His commandments, because this applies to every person
i. Fear is not a feeling of terror but of respect for God our Creator.

ii. The reason that satisfaction can be gained this way by everyone is because this applies to every person.

b. 12:14  We find satisfaction in life within the guidelines given to us by God through the Bible because in the end God will settle accounts.
i. Those who live according to His commands will be blessed.
ii. Those who live apart from His commands will be cursed.
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