Evidence of biblical inspiration

  

Prior to beginning our study lets define what documents we consider inspired.  When we refer to the inspiration of the Bible we are speaking about the original documents.  Christianity holds that the original writings, “the autographs”, were without error in everything they address.  The copies of the originals are not inspired.  The Bible you and I read are copies of inspired documents and the truth is, some copying errors have woven themselves into some of the biblical copies.  However, this does not mean that the Bible is not trustworthy.


Textually only 1/1000th of the Bible have any textual variation in the copies.  That means that the Bible as a whole is around 98.5% textually pure.  The New Testament is about 99.5% textually pure.  Furthermore, there is enough redundancy in the copies that have been unearthed via archaeology, that we can reconstruct the Bible to almost 100% accuracy.  It is a remarkably well preserved series of different books.
1. Prophecy
One of the greatest proofs of the Bible's inspiration is prophecy.  Following are some of the prophecies of both secular and religious fulfillment.  In other words, the first section deals with prophecies of the secular world.  The second part deals with prophecies about Jesus. 
a. Secular Prophecies 
i. In Daniel 2:39-43 four kingdoms are described in the interpretation of the dream of Nebuchadnezzar who was the king of Babylon.  The four were the
· Babylon
· Medo-Persia
· Greek 
· Roman empire
· These four kingdoms occurred just as prophesied. 
ii. The following cities were prophesied to be destroyed and never rebuilt which has come true since they have not yet been rebuilt.  
· Nineveh (Nah. 1:10; 3:7,15; Zeph. 2:13-14)
· Babylon (Isaiah 13:1-22)
· Tyre (Ezek. 26:). 
iii. Daniel 12:4 prophesied that knowledge would increase as well as the ability to travel great distances.  Of course, this has occurred given our present rise in technology. 

b. Messianic Prophecies 
c. Islam, Mormonism, or any religion cannot point to any prophecies of their coming prophet/savior uttered hundreds of years before his birth except Christianity

i. Jesus would be born of a virgin Isaiah 7:14, "Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel." 
ii. Fulfilled in Matt. 1:18,25, "This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary...was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit... But he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus." 
iii. Jesus' place of birth in Bethlehem Micah 5:2, "But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times." 
iv. Fulfilled in Matt. 2:1, "After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem." 
v. Jesus would be preceded by a messenger Isaiah 40:3, "A voice of one calling: 'In the desert prepare the way for the LORD; make straight in the wilderness a highway for our God.'" 
vi. Fulfilled in Matt. 3:1-2, "In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the Desert of Judea and saying, 'Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.'" 
vii. Rejected by His own people Isaiah 53:3, "He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not." 
viii. Fulfilled in John 7:5, "For even his own brothers did not believe in him," and John 7:48, "Have any of the rulers or the Pharisees believed in Him?" 
ix. Jesus' side pierced Zech. 12:10, "And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one mourns for an only son." 
x. Fulfilled in John 19:34, "Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus' side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water." 
xi. Jesus would be crucified Psalm 22:1, Psalm 22:11-18, "For the director of music. To the tune of "The Doe of the Morning." A psalm of David. My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?...Do not be far from me, for trouble is near and there is no one to help. Many bulls surround me; strong bulls of Bashan. Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled me, they have pierced my hands and my feet. I can count all my bones; people stare and gloat over me. They divide my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing." 
xii. Fulfilled in John 19:23-24, "When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four shares, one for each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom. Let's not tear it, they said to one another. "Let's decide by lot who will get it." This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled which said, "They divided my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing." So this is what the soldiers did." 
2. Other information
The Bible also contains information about physical phenemona that is particularly unusual given the times in history when they were written down
  
a. The Shape of the Earth 
i. "He sits enthroned above the circle of the earth, and its people are like grasshoppers. He stretches out the heavens like a canopy, and spreads them out like a tent to live in" (Isaiah 40:22, NIV). 
ii. This may or may not be construed to support the spherical shape of the earth.  The horizon is a circle and a circle is flat.  

b. The Earth is suspended in nothing 
i. "He spreads out the northern [skies] over empty space; he suspends the earth over nothing" (Job. 26:7, NIV). 
ii. This is particularly interesting considering that the cosmology of other cultures at that time did not have the earth suspended in nothing, but rather upon pillars, or people, or animals. 

c. The Existence of Valleys in the Seas 
i. "The valleys of the sea were exposed and the foundations of the earth laid bare at the rebuke of the LORD, at the blast of breath from his nostrils" (2 Sam. 22:16, NIV). 
d. The Existence of Springs and Fountains in the Seas   
i. "In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, on the seventeenth day of the second month -- on that day all the springs of the great deep burst forth, and the floodgates of the heavens were opened" (Genesis 7:11, NIV). See also Gen. 8:2; Prov. 8:28. 
e. The Existence of Water Paths (Ocean Currents) in the Seas 
i. "O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!...When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place,...You made him [man] ruler over the works of your hands; you put everything under his feet...the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas" (Psalm 8:1,3,6,8, NIV). 
f. The Hydrologic Cycle 
i. "He wraps up the waters in his clouds, yet the clouds do not burst under their weight" (Job. 26:8, NIV). 
ii. "He draws up the drops of water, which distill as rain to the streams; the clouds pour down their moisture and abundant showers fall on mankind" (Job. 36:27-28, NIV) 
iii. "The wind blows to the south and turns to the north; round and round it goes, ever returning on its course. All streams flow into the sea, yet the sea is never full. To the place the streams come from, there they return again (Ecclesiastes 1:6-7, NIV). 
g. Though nothing in the above list "prove" biblical inspiration, they are strong evidence that it is indeed inspired.  Add to them that millions of people all over the world testify to having an encounter with the God of the Bible, the seemingly powerful nature of the words of the Bible, the changed lives of countless people and you have further, though more subjective, evidence that the Bible is the inspired word of God.

3. Archaeological Evidence verifying biblical cities 
a. There is very little doubt in anyone's mind about the reality of so many of the Old and New Testament cities mentioned in the Bible
i. Therefore it is hardly necessary to document their existence
ii. Nevertheless, following is a partial list of some of the cities mentioned in the Bible that have been found and excavated by archaeologists
iii. This is simply more evidence that the Bible describes actual locations that can be verified
iv. This means that at the very least, the Bible accurately reflects the locations and cities of ancient times
b. Remember, this is only a partial list.  There are hundreds of biblical cities that have been verified in archaeological digs
c. Professor Albright, distinguished archaeologist, in his book, The Biblical Period, writes:  “The Hebrew national tradition excels all others in its clear picture of tribal and family origins.”

d. Time and again the archeologist’s trowel uncovers places and items that connect to the Bible’s message

Arad 
· Num. 21:1, "When the Canaanite, the king of Arad, who lived in the Negev, heard that Israel was coming by the way of Atharim, then he fought against Israel, and took some of them captive." 
· Num. 33:40, "Now the Canaanite, the king of Arad who lived in the Negev in the land of Canaan, heard of the coming of the sons of Israel." 
· "Arad 30 km NE of Beersheba, excavated from 1962 to 1974 by Y. Aharoni and R. B. K. Amiran." (The New Bible Dictionary, (Wheaton, Illinois: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.; 1962.) 
· "The site consists of an upper mound or acropolis, where excavation has revealed an Iron Age (post thirteenth century b.c." (Achtemeier, Paul J., Th.D., Harper’s Bible Dictionary, (San Francisco: Harper and Row, Publishers, Inc.) 1985. 
· The remains of a Hebrew temple were uncovered at Arad, (Horn, Siegfried H., Biblical Archaeology: a Generation of Discovery; Andrews University, Berrien Springs, Michigan; 1985. p.45-46.) 

Bethel 
· Amos 7:12-13, "Then Amaziah said to Amos, "Go, you seer, flee away to the land of Judah, and there eat bread and there do your prophesying! 13 "But no longer prophesy at Bethel, for it is a sanctuary of the king and a royal residence." 
· "W. F. Albright made a trial excavation at Bethel in 1927. Albright then mounted a full excavation in 1934. His assistant that year, J. L. Kelso, continued the excavation in 1954, 1957, and 1960." (Achtemeier, Paul J., Th.D., Harper’s Bible Dictionary, (San Francisco: Harper and Row, Publishers, Inc.; 1985.) 

Capernaum 
· Matt. 17:24, "And when they had come to Capernaum, those who collected the two-drachma tax came to Peter, and said, "Does your teacher not pay the two-drachma tax?" 
· "Identified since 1856 with Tell Hum, Capernaum has been sporadically excavated for the past 130 years."  (Achtemeier, Paul J., Th.D., Harper’s Bible Dictionary, (San Francisco: Harper and Row, Publishers, Inc.; 1985.) 

Chorazin 
· Matt. 11:21, "Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles had occurred in Tyre and Sidon which occurred in you, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes." 
· "Excavations of the now deserted town indicate that it once covered an area of twelve acres and was built on a series of terraces with the basalt stone local to this mountainous region." (Achtemeier, Paul J., Th.D., Harper’s Bible Dictionary, (San Francisco: Harper and Row, Publishers, Inc.; 1985.) 

Dan 
· Judges 18:29, "And they called the name of the city Dan, after the name of Dan their father who was born in Israel; however, the name of the city formerly was Laish." 
· "The excavation of Dan began in 1966 under the direction fo Avraham Biran." (Horn, Siegfried H., Biblical Archaeology: a Generation of Discovery; Andrews University, Berrien Springs, Michigan; 1985. p. 42) 
· "Formerly called Laish, it is mentioned in the execration texts, the eighteenth-century b.c. Mari tablets, and the records of the Egyptian pharaoh Thutmose III. It is identified with Tel Dan (modern Tell el-Qadi) covering about 50 acres in the center of a fertile valley near one of the principal springs feeding the Jordan River...Tel Dan has been excavated by A. Biran since 1966. The earliest occupation, probably the full extent of the tell, goes back to about the middle of the third millennium b.c." (Achtemeier, Paul J., Th.D., Harper’s Bible Dictionary; San Francisco: Harper and Row, Publishers, Inc.; 1985.) 

Ephesus 
· Eph. 1:1, "Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, to the saints who are at Ephesus, and who are faithful in Christ Jesus." 
· "Austrian archaeologists in this century [2oth] have excavated the 24,000-seat theater and the commercial agora, as well as many other public buildings and streets of the first and second centuries a.d., so that the modern visitor can gain some impression of the city as known by Paul. (Achtemeier, Paul J., Th.D., Harper’s Bible Dictionary, (San Francisco: Harper and Row, Publishers, Inc.; 1985.) 

Gaza 
· Acts 8:26, "But an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip saying, "Arise and go south to the road that descends from Jerusalem to Gaza." 
· Gaza was was excavated by W. J. Phythian-Adams in 1922.  (Achtemeier, Paul J., Th.D., Harper’s Bible Dictionary, (San Francisco: Harper and Row, Publishers, Inc.; 1985.) 

Gezer 
· Joshua 16:10, "But they did not drive out the Canaanites who lived in Gezer..."
· R.A.S. MacAlister "directed the Palestine Exploration Fund for many years and conducted extensive excavations at Gezer (1902–1909). (Douglas, J. D., Comfort, Philip W. & Mitchell, Donald, Editors, Who’s Who in Christian History, (Wheaton, Illinois: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.; 1992.) 

Hazor 
· Joshua 11:1, "Then it came about, when Jabin king of Hazor heard of it, that he sent to Jobab king of Madon and to the king of Shimron and to the king of Achshaph." 
· Jer. 49:48, "Concerning Kedar and the kingdoms of Hazor, which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon defeated. Thus says the Lord, "Arise, go up to Kedar and devastate the men of the east." 
· "This large Canaanite and Israelite city in upper Galilee was excavated under Yigael Yadin's direction from 1955 to 1958 and from 1968 to 1970." (Horn, Siegfried H., Biblical Archaeology: a Generation of Discovery; Andrews University, Berrien Springs, Michigan; 1985. p. 40.) 

Hesbon 
· Josh. 12:2, "Sihon king of the Amorites, who lived in Heshbon, and ruled from Aroer, which is on the edge of the valley of the Arnon..." 
· Excavations were undertaken by Andrews University from 1968 to 1976.  (Achtemeier, Paul J., Th.D., Harper’s Bible Dictionary, (San Francisco: Harper and Row, Publishers, Inc.; 1985.) 

Jericho 
· Num. 22:1, "Then the sons of Israel journeyed, and camped in the plains of Moab beyond the Jordan opposite Jericho."  
· "Jericho was the oldest inhabited and fortified city ever excavated." (Horn, Siegfried H., Biblical Archaeology: a Generation of Discovery; Andrews University, Berrien Springs, Michigan; 1985. p. 37) 
· "The city of OT times is represented today by a mound 70 feet high and 10 acres in area...The ancient city was excavated by C. Warren (1867), E. Sellin and C. Watzinger (1907-09), J. Garstang (1930-36), and K. Kenyon (1952-58)." (Achtemeier, Paul J., Th.D., Harper’s Bible Dictionary; San Francisco: Harper and Row, Publishers, Inc.; 1985.) 
· "The first scientific excavation there (1907-9) was by Sellin and Watzinger (Jericho, 1913)." (The New Bible Dictionary; Wheaton, Illinois: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.; 1962.). 

Joppa 
· Acts 9:38, "And since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, having heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him, entreating him, "Do not delay to come to us." 
· "During excavations of the site of ancient Joppa a thirteenth-century b.c. citadel gate was uncovered..." (Achtemeier, Paul J., Th.D., Harper’s Bible Dictionary, (San Francisco: Harper and Row, Publishers, Inc.; 1985.) 

 

Nineveh 
· 2 Kings 19:36, "So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed and returned home, and lived at Nineveh." 
· Jonah 1:1-2, "The word of the Lord came to Jonah the son of Amittai saying, 2 "Arise, go to Nineveh the great city, and cry against it, for their wickedness has come up before Me." 

· Excavated in from 1845 to 1857 by Austen H. Layard.  (Douglas, J. D., Comfort, Philip W. & Mitchell, Donald, Editors, Who’s Who in Christian History, (Wheaton, Illinois: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.; 1992.) 

Shechem 
· Gen. 12:6, "And Abram passed through the land as far as the site of Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. Now the Canaanite was then in the land." 
· Gen. 33:18, "Now Jacob came safely to the city of Shechem, which is in the land of Canaan, when he came from Paddan-aram, and camped before the city." 
· "Excavations were carried out at Shechem, first by Austrian-German expeditions in 1913 and 1914, and again from 1926 to 1934, under several directors, and then by an American expedition from 1956 to 1972....Excavation of the sacred area revealed a courtyard sanctuary and a later fortress temple dedicated to El-berith "the god of the covenant."  This temple, which was destroyed by Abimelech, the son of the judge Gideon (Judges 9) has provided us with a date of the judges period." (Horn, Siegfried H., Biblical Archaeology: a Generation of Discovery; Andrews University, Berrien Springs, Michigan; 1985. p. 40) 
· Most recently a  structure identified as an Israelite altar has been excavated on the northeastern slope of Mt. Ebal.  Dating to the 13th to 12th centuries B.C., considered to be the time of Joshua, the altar suggest the possibility that it may be the altar built by Joshua and described in Deuteronomy 27, 28." (Horn, Siegfried H., Biblical Archaeology: a Generation of Discovery; Andrews University, Berrien Springs, Michigan; 1985. p. 40) 

 

Susa 
· Neh. 1:1, "The words of Nehemiah the son of Hacaliah. Now it happened in the month Chislev, in the twentieth year, while I was in Susa the capitol, 
· Esther 1:2, "Now it took place in the days of Ahasuerus, the Ahasuerus who reigned from India to Ethiopia over 127 provinces, 2 in those days as King Ahasuerus sat on his royal throne which was in Susa the capital, 
· Escavations were conducted by Marcel Dieulafoy from 1884 to 1886 (Douglas, J. D., Comfort, Philip W. & Mitchell, Donald, Editors, Who’s Who in Christian History, (Wheaton, Illinois: Tyndale House Publishers, Inc.; 1992.) 

4. Manuscript evidence for superior New Testament reliability
a. The wonder of the book itself

i. written over a 1,500 year span

ii. written by more than 40 authors, from every walk of life

iii. written in different locations

c. Asia

d. Africa

e. Europe

iv. written in three languages

c. Hebrew

d. Aramaic

e. Greek

v. Written to include hundreds of controversial topics while unfolding its central theme of God’s redemption of humanity

b. The New Testament is constantly under attack and its reliability and accuracy are often contested by critics.  
i. But, if the critics want to disregard the New Testament, then they must also disregard other ancient writings by Plato, Aristotle, and Homer.  
ii. This is because the New Testament documents are better preserved and more numerous than any other ancient writing.  Because the copies are so numerous, they can be cross checked for accuracy.  
iii. This process has determined that the biblical documents are extremely consistent and accurate.

c. There are presently 5,686 Greek manuscripts in existence today for the New Testament. 
i. If we were to compare the number of New Testament manuscripts to other ancient writings, we find that the New Testament manuscripts far outweigh the others in quantity
	Author
	Date
Written
	Earliest Copy
	Approximate Time Span between  original & copy
	Number of Copies
	Accuracy of Copies

	 Lucretius
	died 55 or 53 B.C.
	 
	1100 yrs
	2
	----

	 Pliny
	61-113 A.D.
	850 A.D.
	750 yrs
	7
	----

	 Plato
	427-347 B.C.
	900 A.D.
	1200 yrs
	7
	----

	 Demosthenes
	4th Cent. B.C.
	1100 A.D.
	800 yrs
	8
	----

	 Herodotus
	480-425 B.C.
	900 A.D.
	1300 yrs
	8
	----

	 Suetonius
	75-160 A.D.
	950 A.D.
	800 yrs
	8
	----

	 Thucydides
	460-400 B.C.
	900 A.D.
	1300 yrs
	8
	----

	 Euripides
	480-406 B.C.
	1100 A.D.
	1300 yrs
	9
	----

	 Aristophanes
	450-385 B.C.
	900 A.D.
	1200
	10
	----

	 Caesar
	100-44 B.C.
	900 A.D.
	1000
	10
	----

	 Livy
	59 BC-AD 17
	----
	???
	20
	----

	 Tacitus
	circa 100 A.D.
	1100 A.D.
	1000 yrs
	20
	----

	 Aristotle
	384-322 B.C.
	1100 A.D.
	1400
	49
	----

	 Sophocles
	496-406 B.C.
	1000 A.D.
	1400 yrs
	193
	----

	 Homer (Iliad)
	900 B.C.
	400 B.C.
	500 yrs
	643
	95%

	 New
 Testament
	1st Cent. A.D. (50-100 A.D.
	2nd Cent. A.D.
 (c. 130 A.D. f.)
	less than 100 years
	5600
	99.5%


d. As you can see, there are thousands more New Testament Greek manuscripts than any other ancient writing.  
i. The internal consistency of the New Testament documents is about 99.5% textually pure.  That is an amazing accuracy.  
ii. In addition there are over 19,000 copies in the Syriac, Latin, Coptic, and Aramaic languages.  
iii. The total supporting New Testament manuscript base is over 24,000.  
e. Almost all biblical scholars agree that the New Testament documents were all written before the close of the first century.  
i. If Jesus was crucified in 30 A.D., then that means that the entire New Testament was completed within 70 years.  
· This is important because it means there were plenty of people around when the New Testament documents were penned who could have contested the writings.  
· In other words, those who wrote the documents knew that if they were inaccurate, plenty of people would have pointed it out.  
ii. But, we have absolutely no ancient documents contemporary with the first century that contest the New Testament texts.

5. Why believe in Christianity over all other religions? 
a. Critics often ask why Christianity is any better than any other religion in the world.  After all, of all the religions that exist how can it be that only Christianity is true?  
i. If God exists, why can't God use different religions?  Don't all paths lead to God? 
ii. These kinds of questions are asked all the time of Christians and unfortunately the answers aren't always very good ones particularly when dealing with people who have a relativistic truth base and don't believe in absolutes.
b. Therefore, in an attempt to demonstrate why Christianity is true and all other religious systems are false    
c. There are such things as absolute truths 
i. If truth is relative, then the statement that truth is relative is an absolute truth and would be self defeating statement by proving that truth is not relative.  
· But, if truth is absolute, then the statement "truth is absolute" is true and not self defeating.  It is true that truth exists.  
· It is true that truth will not contradict itself as we have just seen.  In fact, it is absolutely true that you are reading this paper.

ii. If we can see that there is such a thing as truth in the world, then we could also see that there can be spiritual truth as well.  
· It is not absurd to believe in spiritual absolutes anymore than physical or logical absolutes.  
· Even the statement that all religions lead to God is a statement held to be a spiritual absolute by many people.  
· This simply demonstrates that people do believe in spiritual truth.  Why?  Because truth exists.  
· However, not all that is believed to be true actually is true.  
· Therefore, all belief systems cannot be true since they often contradict each other in profound ways. 

d. Religions contradict each other; therefore, they cannot all be true
i. Mormonism teaches that there are many gods in existence and that you can become a god.  
ii. Christianity teaches that there is only one God and you cannot become a god.  
iii. Islam teaches that Jesus is not God in flesh where Christianity does.  
iv. Jesus cannot be both God and not God at the same time.  
· Some religions teach that we reincarnate while others do not.  
· Some teach there is a hell and others do not. 
· They cannot all be true.  If they cannot all be true, it cannot be true that all religions lead to God.  Furthermore, it means that some religions are, at the very least, false in their claims to reveal the true God (or gods).  
v. Remember, truth does not contradict itself.  If God exists, He will not institute mutually exclusive and contradictory belief systems in an attempt to get people to believe in Him.  God is not the author of confusion (1 Cor. 14:33).  
vi. Therefore, it is reasonable to believe that there can be an absolute spiritual truth and that not all systems can be true regardless of whether or not they claim to be true.  There must be more than a mere claim.  
e.  Fulfilled Prophecy concerning Jesus
i. Though there are other religions that have prophecies in them, none are 100% accurate as is the Bible and none of them point to someone like Jesus who made incredible claims and performed incredible deeds.  
· The Old Testament was written hundreds of years before Jesus was born.  
· Yet, the Old Testament prophesied many things about Jesus.  
· This is undoubtedly evidence of divine influence upon the Bible.
ii. Please consider some of the many prophecies of Jesus in the following chart.
	Prophecy
	Old Testament Prophecy
	New Testament Fulfillment

	Born of a virgin
	Isaiah 7:14
	Matt. 1:18,25

	Born at Bethlehem
	Micah 5:2
	Matt. 2:1

	He would be preceded by a Messenger
	Isaiah 40:3
	Matt. 3:1-2

	Rejected by His own people
	Isaiah 53:3
	John 7:5; 7:48

	Betrayed by a close friend
	Psalm 41:9
	John 13:26-30

	His side pierced
	Zech. 12:10
	John 19:34

	Crucifixion
	Psalm 22:1,
Psalm 22:11-18
	Luke 23:33;
John 19:23-24

	Resurrection of Christ
	Psalm 16:10
	Acts 13:34-37


iii. Fulfillment of prophecy can have different explanations.  
· Some state that the NT was written and altered to make it look like Jesus fulfilled OT prophecy (but there is no evidence of that).  
· Others state that the prophecies are so vague that they don't count (but many of the prophecies are not vague at all).  
· Of course, it is possible that God inspired the writers and Jesus, who is God in flesh, fulfilled these prophecies as a further demonstration of the validity of Christianity.

6. The Claims and Deeds of Christ
a. Christianity claims to be authored by God.  Of course, merely making such a claim does not make it true.  Anyone can make claims.  But, backing up those claims is entirely different.  
i. Jesus used the Divine Name for Himself (John 8:58), the same Divine Name used by God when Moses asked God what His name was in (Exodus 3:14).  
ii. Jesus said that He could do whatever He saw God the Father do (John 5:19), and He claimed to be one with God the Father (John 10:30; 10:38).  
iii. Likewise, the disciples also called Him God (John 1:1,14; John 10:27; Col. 2:9).  By default, if Jesus is God in flesh, then whatever He said and did would be true.  Since Jesus said that He alone was the way, the truth, and the life and that no one can find God without Him (John 14:6), this all becomes incredibly important.
b. Again, making a claim is one thing.  Backing it up is another.  Did Jesus also back up His words with His deeds?  Yes, He did:  
· Jesus changed water into wine (John 2:6-10). 
· Jesus cast out demons (Matt. 8:28-32; 15:22-28). 
· Jesus healed lepers (Matt. 8:3; Luke 17:14). 
· Jesus healed diseases (Matt. 4:23,24; Luke 6:17-19) 
· Jesus healed the paralytic (Mark 2:3-12). 
· Jesus raised the dead (Matt. 9:25; John 11:43-44). 
· Jesus restored sight to the blind (Matt. 9:27-30; John 9:1-7). 
· Jesus restored cured deafness (Mark 7:32-35). 
· Jesus fed the multitude (Matt. 14:15-21; Matt. 15:32-38). 
· Jesus walked on water (Matt. 8:26-27). 
· Jesus calmed a storm with a command (Matt. 8:22-27; Mark 4:39). 
· Jesus rose from the dead (Luke 24:39; John 20:27). 
· Jesus appeared to disciples after resurrection (John 20:19). 

c. The eyewitnesses recorded the miracles of Jesus and the gospels have been reliably transmitted to us.  Therefore, we can believe what Jesus said about Himself because Jesus performed many convincing miracles in front of people who testified and wrote about what they saw Him do. 
d. Christ's resurrection
i. 1 Corinthians 15:14 - Within Christianity, the resurrection is vitally important. Without the resurrection, our faith is useless 
ii. It was the resurrection that changed the lives of the disciples.  After Jesus was crucified, the disciples ran and hid.  But when they saw the risen Lord, they knew that all that Jesus had said and done proved that He was indeed God in flesh, the Savior.
iii. No other religious leader has died in full view of trained executioners, had a guarded tomb, and then risen three days later to appear to many people.  
iv. This resurrection is proof of who Jesus is and that He did accomplish what He set out to do:  provide redemption for mankind.
· Buddha did not rise from the dead.  
· Muhammad did not rise from the dead.  
· Confucius did not rise from the dead.  
· Krishna did not rise from the dead, etc.  
· Only Jesus has physically risen from the dead, walked on water, claimed to be God, and raised others from the dead.  He has conquered death.  Why trust anyone else?  Why trust anyone who can be held by physical death when we have a Messiah who is greater than death itself?

Conclusion
Why should anyone trust in Christianity over Islam, Buddhism, Mormonism, or anything else?  It is because there are absolute truths, because only in Christianity is there accurate fulfilled prophecies of a coming Messiah.  Only in Christianity do we have the extremely accurate transmission of the eyewitness documents (gospels) so we can trust what was originally written.  Only in Christianity do we have the person of Christ who claimed to be God, performed many miracles to prove His claim of divinity, who died and rose from the dead, and who said that He alone was the way the truth and the life.  All this adds to the legitimacy and credibility of Christianity above all other religions -- all based on the person of Jesus.  If follows that if it is all true about what Jesus said and did, then all other religions are false because Jesus said that He alone was the way, the truth, and the life and that no one comes to the Father except through Him (John 14:6).  It could not be that Jesus is the only way and truth and other religions also be the truth.
Either Jesus is true and all other religions are false or other religions are true and Jesus is false.  There are no other options.  I choose to follow the risen Lord.

INTRODUCTION TO OUR STUDY

Is the Bible inspired as Christians claim it to be?  If the Bible is inspired, then where is the evidence for proving this?  Simply saying it is inspired isn't enough because so many religious groups claim their books are also inspired writings.  We must see some facts supporting the inspiration of the Bible.

The issue of inspiration is the foundational issue from which all others rise.  If the Bible is not inspired then its claims have no authoritative base and can be accepted or rejected with impunity.  However, if the Bible is truly inspired then its claims are true and must be accepted.

This study will move through a few basic proofs for the inspiration of scripture.  These are areas of proof that are legitimate and fair because they can be applied equally to any book claiming to be inspired.  We will not deal with the Bible’s claim to be inspired in this study.  The Bible’s own claims of inspiration find their validity only if the other, more objective, proofs are verified.  Any book can claim to be inspired but that does not make it so.  However, if a book is shown to be inspired by the other proofs then its own claims of inspiration become incredibly valid.

As with all our studies this one involves a great deal of research.  Rather than listing for you every book, article, dictionary, etc, used for the study let me simply say that none of the ideas in this study are original with me.  They are all taken from qualified experts in their fields of study.

With that said let us now move into one of the most exciting topics anyone can work through.

Strength and peace,

Dr. Stephen Zemanek
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