And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying:  “Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, ‘This is the way you shall bless the children of Israel. Say to them:  “The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His face shine upon you, and be gracious to you.  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace.”’  “So they shall put My name on the children of Israel, and I will bless them.”—Numbers 6:22-27

OVERVIEW:

. Blessing in triplicate:



1.The Lord bless you and keep you.



2.The Lord make His face shine upon you, and be gracious to you.  



3.The Lord lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace.
II. Scriptural inference:


1.The triple use of the word intensifies the reality to an infinite degree. 

2.“There lurks here the suggestion of the Trinity.”  


3.Suggested reading or interpretation:

The Lord God the Father bless you and keep you.

The Lord God the Son Jesus Christ make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.

The Lord God the Holy Spirit lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.



4. The New Testament counterpart ,2 Corinthians 13:14 :



The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 



and the love of God, 



and the communion of the Holy Spirit 



be with you all. Amen.

III. The Bless-er



1.The Blessing in Numbers is given by God to Aaron and his sons



to bless the people. It is a “priestly” blessing.



2. Aaron was a type or foreshadow of Christ. Heb.5: 9,10



3. The last ministry of Jesus before ascending was:


Luk 24:50,51  And He led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted 
up His hands and blessed them. 

While He was blessing them, He parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 



4. It was a blessing with authority.

THE BLESSING

I. The Lord Bless You


1.  Blessing was about a relationship 


2. It is the LORD that blesses them and keeps them


3. It is the LORD to whom they are to look for blessing.


4. The benefits are only the result.


5. The relationship is primary.

Psa 121:1-8  <<A Ma`alot SongSong of Ascents.>> 

I will lift up my eyes to the hills. Where does my help come from? 

My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth. 

He will not allow your foot to be moved. He who keeps you will not slumber. 

Behold, he who keeps Yisra'el will neither slumber nor sleep. 

The LORD is your keeper. The LORD is your shade on your right hand. 

The sun will not harm you by day, nor the moon by night. 

The LORD will keep you from all evil. He will keep your soul. 
The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in, from this time forth, and forevermore. 

1Peter 1 [:5] that says, "We are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation, ready to be revealed in the last times."

II.  Word definitions:




LORD: Hebrew name of God, Yahweh




Self existent, exists,  he exists




Bless:  and abstract word…  kneel down….barak




 Gen.24:11  "And he made the camels kneel down outside the city." 

This same word is used to mean to kneel down to present a gift as one would do to show           respect to another. 

Keep: image behind the Hebrew verb is this guarding and protecting 
of the shepherd and the corral of thorn bushes over the flock.

II. The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you.


1. An expression of intense favor


2. His face and His Presence are synonymous.


3. His face, favor, Presence is often sought in scripture;


4. To lift up one’s eyes or face means to pay attention


5.When the face of God shines upon His people, that means that God takes pleasure in His people.


6. When he withdraws his face it is a sign of divine disfavor 
II. Scripture references:

Make thy face to shine upon thy servant: save me for thy mercies' sake" (Psalm 31:16) 

"God be merciful unto us, and bless us; and cause His face to shine upon us; Selah" (Psalm 67:1) 

"Turn us again, O Lord God of hosts, Cause thy face to shine; and we shall be saved" (Psalm 80:19; 

"Make thy face to shine upon thy servant; and teach me thy statutes" (Psalm 119:135); 
Psalm 104 [:29]  "When You hide Your face, Your creation is dismayed." 
III. Word definitions

1. FACE: (Paniym) This Hebrew word can mean the face but also the "presence" or the "wholeness of being" of an individual. 



also means:  the countenance



to enquire from



to meet at the mouth



2. SHINE:  light, to give light


related to the idea of giving order as light, being the opposite of darkness, brings about order.



3. GRACIOUS: A nomads camp consisted of many family tents, 



arranged in a circle, and was viewed as a place of beauty. Not just the 


appearance of beauty but the action, a place of warmth, love, friendship, community and sustenance. The verb )hhanan) is this concept of beauty. 


 Grace, by its very nature, is undeserved. We can't merit it.



We can't earn it. It's the outcome of God's pleasure. 

IV. Significance of the FACE


1.Affirmation, Acceptance, Approval

To know that as God looks upon you, He is well pleased - not because of who you are, or what you have done, but because you are in Jesus Christ - there is no greater source of peace and power in life.

Eph 1:3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4  just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love 5  He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, 6  to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.    (accepted in the beloved)

By about two months of age, infants will stop crying when they see their mother, and may smile in response to a smiling human face—and may even respond to a drawing of a face.

Babies scan faces, it seems, for answers to their most important questions. Am I doing the right thing? Am I making you happy? Are you paying attention to me? Am I safe? Am I loved enough to matter? 

. The Lord Lift Up His Countenance Upon You




1.To lift up one’s eyes or face means to pay attention



2.Implies a more personal and individual attention from the Lord,



3.the idea is that of sensing God’s smile 



4.The real idea here involves fellowshipping with God, 



living in His presence, enjoying the pleasure of His 



company.

VI. DEFINITIONS



1. Countenance:  (Paniym)  …



face as the part that turns



Shunning involves denying fellowship, the look,



the face.

VII.  And give you peace



1. The Hebrew word is shalom, which is more than the 



cessation of hostility - it is God’s word for wholeness and 




goodness and total satisfaction in life. 



2. The verb shalam means to "restore" in the sense of 



replacing or providing what is need in order to make 



someone or something whole and complete. 

VIII. . So they shall put My name on the children of Israel 

1. To be blessed by God is to have His name on you - to be 
identified with who He is and all His nature. 


2. It is to be identified as His special possession. 


3.primary focus of blessing is relationship 


4. These blessing are equated to the Name of God being placed upon our lives 

Act 27:23  "For this very night an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I serve stood before me, 



5. The importance of coming to know to whom I belong

IX. And I will bless them



1.God promises to bless in response to this blessing! 

The verse in light of the definintions:

Yahweh (he who exists) will kneel before you presenting gifts and will guard you with a hedge of protection, Yahweh (he who exists) will illuminate the wholeness of his being toward you bringing order and he will provide you with love, sustenance and friendship, Yahweh (he who exists) will lift up his wholeness of being and look upon you and he will set in place all you need to be whole and complete. 

