
The Forgotten Avenue

Toward Growth

By Dr. Stephen Zemanek

Growing in Christ is the goal God has for all his children.  We grow through the study of the Bible, prayer, collective worship, evangelism, acts of faith, sufferings, and worship.  In the modern western church there is a serious neglect of one key avenue for growth – investing our lives into the life of the local church.

This is deficiency crosses denomination lines, includes non-denomination fellowships, as well as inter-denominational fellowships.  Those Christians who understand the value of investing themselves into the life of their local church are blessed with a more balanced and enjoyable Christian life than their counterparts.
1. Growing In Christ Requires A Recognition Of Our Need
a. I Corinthians 12:21:  “And the eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need of you"; or again the head to the feet, "I have no need of you."
b. Not one believer can biblically claim he/she doesn’t need ministry from those in Christ’ body

i. Note we are not talking about the simply being around other Christians in church.
ii. The Bible says we need to interact with other Christians – giving and receiving.
iii. One reason some give up on church life is because they found it lacking.  The reason they found it lacking is because they were present but not engaged with other believers.

2. Growing In Christ Requires A Willingness Give And Receive
a. I Corinthians 12:7,14:  “But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good . . . For the body is not one member, but many.”
b. We have gifts that others in church need.  Others in church have gifts we need.

i. We suffer when we seek to give but refuse to receive.
ii. We suffer when we seek to receive but refuse to give.
iii. Everyone is advanced when we all seek to give and receive.
c. If we are unwilling to give of ourselves or unwilling to receive from others we are telling the head, Jesus, that his body is created incorrectly.

d. God has not gifted any of us so greatly that we no longer need the gifts of others.

3. Growing In Christ Requires An Understanding Of Our Goal For Gathering Together

a. I Corinthians 14:26:  “What is the outcome then, brethren? When you assemble, each one has a psalm, has a teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, has an interpretation. Let all things be done for edification.”
b. We gather together as a church for mutual edification.

c. We glorify God, and witness to the unsaved, as we seek mutual edification.

i. Matthew

ii. 1 John 

iii. Jude

d. Notice that Paul expects Christians to come together ready to edify others.  Lets look at some terms:

i. Edification: 

ii. Psalm:

iii. Teaching:

iv. Revelation:

v. Tongue:

vi. Interpretation:

4. Growing In Christ Requires Genuine Personal Relationships
a. Ephesians 4:15:  “. . . speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the Head, even Christ . . ..”
b. The church is not:

i. A business dependant upon financial organization and goals.
ii. A league for social change dependant upon political skills.
iii. A religious order dependent upon charts of achievement.
c. The church is a  living organism who’s life is dependent upon genuine personal relationships with other Christians. 
i. It is through these relationships that God matures us.
ii. This is why church cannot be just about attending service but must also be about engaging with people.
5. Growing In Christ Requires A Willingness To Hold Each Other Accountable
a. Hebrews 10:,24,25:  “Let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more, as you see the day drawing near.”
b. The growing Christians are those who take a genuine interest in the spiritual wellbeing of others in the church.
c. Notice here we are encouraged to notice others and help encourage them when they may be weak.

6. Growing In Christ Requires A Readiness To Be With Believers Outside Of Service

a. Acts 2:42,46:  “And they were continually devoting themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship [Koinonea], to the breaking of bread and to prayer . . . And day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their meals together with gladness and sincerity of heart . . .”
b. The early church was built on relationship that extended outside of their regular church meetings.
c. It is almost impossible to develop and grow properly in Christ while isolating oneself from those Christ himself has give to up as a means of growth.

7. Growing In Christ Requires An Ability To Exercise With Others

a. Romans 12:4-6a:  “For just as we have many members in one body and all the members do not have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. And since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let each exercise them accordingly . . .”
b. This is more than just being together in church or being together for a pot-luck – both of which are valuable as stated earlier.

c. We are told that we should exercise our gifts among each other.

i. If you are gifted at encouragement get exercising.
ii. If you are gifted at cleaning up and carrying boxes get exercising.
iii. If you are gifted at trusting God through giving get exercising.
d. Just as our bodies grow weak and susceptible without regular physical exercise so does out growth in Christ without spiritual exercise.
8. Growing In Christ Demands Humility
a. I Corinthians 12:18:  “But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired.”
b. The body of Christ includes every Christian on earth and in heaven.  

c. This one body is manifested in local churches.
i. At times most believers wish that they were in another local church be it bigger, smaller, louder, quieter, or whatever.
ii. While it is true that God moves his children at times from one church to another we must be humble and accept the place he has for us.
1. When God places us in a church it is for us and those in the fellowship.
2. When God moves us to another church it is for us and for those in the fellowship.
3. When we stay, or move on, for any other reason we are not living humbly.
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