Is That Your Final Answer?
“A look at what Jesus’ expects from those who would experience a closer, more meaningful, and more productive relationship with Him”

Luke 9:57-62

God is calling us to a closer, more meaningful, more productive relationship with Him.  If we are going to do what is necessary to grow in Christ, we need to know what He expects from us.  The good news is that Christ is not silent on the subject of what it takes to follow Him closely.

1. If We Are To Follow Jesus Closely And Grow In Him We Must Understand That Jesus Doesn’t Make Side Deals

a. A close relationship with Jesus demands that we realize it is Jesus’ way or no way at all.

i. We can’t wait until all our questions are answered before we move forward

ii. We can’t wait until all our circumstances are “perfect” before we move forward

iii. We can’t wait until all our friends agree with us before we move forward

b. A close relationship with Jesus is designed to destroy self-reliance and pride

i. At first glance this may sound more like a curse than a blessing to a culture groomed to excel in self-reliance and pride

ii. The truth is that by loosing these things we are able to walk more effectively in the power of the Holy Spirit

2. v. 57-58  If We Are To Follow Closely And Grow In Him We Must Choose To Make Him Our Priority
a. Believers can slip into the sin of loving the benefits of being a follower of Christ over loving the Giver of those gifts – Christ Himself
i. This attitude is betrayed in our response to things we count as negative in our lives

1. Illness

2. Job loss

3. Relationship breakdown

4. Isolation from people and things we enjoy

ii. Paul shows the attitude of one who is choosing Christ over His gifts in Philippians  4:10-23

10 I rejoice greatly in the Lord that at last you have renewed your concern for me. Indeed, you have been concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it. 11 I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. 12 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I can do everything through him who gives me strength. 

14 Yet it was good of you to share in my troubles. 15 Moreover, as you Philippians know, in the early days of your acquaintance with the gospel, when I set out from Macedonia, not one church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving, except you only; 16 for even when I was in Thessalonica, you sent me aid again and again when I was in need. 17 Not that I am looking for a gift, but I am looking for what may be credited to your account. 18 I have received full payment and even more; I am amply supplied, now that I have received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent. They are a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God. 19 And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus. 

20 To our God and Father be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

21 Greet all the saints in Christ Jesus. The brothers who are with me send greetings. 22 All the saints send you greetings, especially those who belong to Caesar's household. 

23 he grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.  (NIV)
b. Jesus offers those who wish to be close to Him a chance to put words into action
i. v. 57 A potential follower offers his words to Christ

ii. v. 58 Christ offers potential followers opportunity to clarify why they will follow and then opportunity to prove it by their actions
1. Jesus didn’t offer safety

2. Jesus didn’t offer comfort

3. Jesus didn’t offer meals

4. Jesus offered only the opportunity to be close to Him

c. We are not told of his response but, given the context, it is commonly believed this man shrunk back from this opportunity

i. You can almost hear him say, “I’ll follow you anywhere You go, Jesus, as long as I like the direction you are going and the destination.”

ii. Consider Matthew 21:28-32 as a similar situation

"But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came to the first and said, ' Son, go work today in the vineyard.'  29 "And he answered, 'I will not'; but afterward he regretted it and went.  30 "The man came to the second and said the same thing; and he answered, 'I will, sir'; but he did not go.  31 "Which of the two did the will of his father?" They said, "The first." Jesus said to them, "Truly I say to you that the tax collectors and prostitutes will get into the kingdom of God before you.  32 "For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him; but the tax collectors and prostitutes did believe him; and you, seeing this, did not even feel remorse afterward so as to believe him.”  (NASU)

3. v. 59-60  If We Are To Follow Closely And Grow In Him We Must Choose To Make Him Our Priority NOW
a. Jesus calls those who follow him to do so more closely than they are currently doing
i. This guy was listening to the conversation between Jesus and the first man

ii. This guy had all the information of verse 57-58 when Jesus invites him to a closer walk

iii. The invitation is short and without any promises – “Follow Me”

b. Jesus calls those who follow him to press into a deeper relationship NOW
i. Let the dead bury their own dead sounds a little extreme to us today

ii. However, consider the cultural context here.

1. Jewish people of that day buried their dead within twenty-four hours of death

2. The key to unlocking this little gem is the phrase “let the dead bury their own dead.”

a. This man’s father was still living

b. The concept here is not of dead people somehow burring each other but of SPIRITUALLY dead people waiting around to bury each other when they physically died

c. Those who wait until circumstances are right in their own eyes before launching out into a closer and more demanding relationship with Christ will never truly enjoy

i. This life and what it offers

ii. Their relationship with Christ and what He offers

iii. The reason for this is that they each foot firmly planted in two worldviews that are in constant conflict with each other
d. Failure to follow Jesus more closely now is a sign of a heart fixed on earthly treasures

i. This man’s inheritance was at stake

ii. If he left to follow Jesus and his father died his money may go to the others

iii. In other words, this man’s failure to follow more fully was founded in his fear of losing his financial security

4. v. 61-62  If We Are To Follow Closely And Grow In Him We Must Choose To Make Our relationship With Him Our Priority 

a. Anyone wanting to live a lifestyle of closeness with Christ must make Him their number one relationship priority
i. This man says, “I will follow You, Lord; but first permit me to say goodbye to those at home.”

1. Sounds reasonable enough

2. Sounds really Christian – honor your father and mother type stuff

ii. This man wasn’t simply wanting to get one last hug and that’s where we miss it
b. Anyone wanting to live a lifestyle of closeness with Christ must do it wholeheartedly
i. Jesus was stating that we can never truly follow Him closely if we are constantly being distracted by “looking back”

ii. Can’t you just hear this man’s family saying:

1. You’re going to do what?

2. You’re going to leave this behind?

3. What about your sister’s birthday party next week?

4. How will you pay the bills?

iii. Clinging to any relationship above the one with Christ presents possible problems for your relationship with Christ
c. Consider Lot’s wife in Genesis 19:17-26

i. She looks back because everything she loves more than God is back there

ii. Her friends, social status, fun, favorite restaurants, etc.

iii. She physically looked back because she was still emotionally attached to all that was back there more than she was to the God who was wanting to save her
CON:  God is calling us to a closer, more meaningful, more productive relationship with Him.  What do we need to deal with in order to insure that He is our priority?
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