Job: God, Us, and Tragedy
“Coming to grips with tragedy in the Christian experience”

The book of Job is recognized even by secular literary critics as being among the world’s most magnificent dramatic pieces of literature.  Job opens the door to questions like, “how could such a good God make such an evil world?”, “Why should good people have to suffer?”, “Why should we seek God in this life?” and “Is there life beyond the grave?”
The historical record of this one man’s sufferings has a great deal to teach us about suffering.  Even a cursory reading of these 42 chapters leaves one with the recognition that suffering is a real part of everyone’s life.  We also walk away from this book understanding a little better that simple religious answers to suffering are often incorrect.
In this brief review of the book of Job we will discuss seven lesions about tragedy.  The purpose of the study is not to offer simple answers to pass off to those who suffer.  Rather, our purpose is to inspire a deeper level of understanding of suffering and compassion for those who do suffer.
1. Tragedy teaches us that the things in life we have are not permanent

a. 1:3-4, 9-10; 2:11; 29:1-25  Look at what Job had

i. 1:3  seven sons
ii. 1:3  three daughters
iii. 1:3  7,000 sheep
iv. 1:3  3,000 camels
v. 1:3  500 yoke of oxen

vi. 1:3  500 female donkeys

vii. 1:3  very many servants
viii. 1:3  he was the “greatest of all men of the east:

ix. 1:4  children who loved being together

x. 1:9-10  a wife
xi. 2:11  friends
xii. 29”1-25  expanded list of blessings

b. 1:13-19; 30:1-31  Look how quickly things changed

i. 1:14-15  lost servants and donkeys

ii. 1:16  lost servants and sheep
iii. 1:17  servants and camels

iv. 1:18-19  servants, sons and daughters

v. 2:7-8  health

vi. 2:9  perhaps wife’s support and respect

1. Some scholars believe this was a request intended to get Job to God to kill him and put him out of his misery

2. Most scholars believe she was simply so grief stricken she didn’t know how to support Job
vii. 30:131  expanded list of loss

2. Tragedy teaches us that bad things occurs in the lives of believers
a. Job was not an unrighteous person

i. 1:1, 22; 2:10 – The author of the book states this

ii. 1:8; 2:3  God himself states this

iii. 1:9-11; 2:4-5  Satan attempts to deny this
iv. 2:9  Job’s wife admits this

v. 31:1, 16-20, 24:28 Job states this

b. Job teaches the Christian must not assume suffering is automatically the result of sin
i. Jesus states the same truth in Luke 13:1-3

ii. James states the same truth in James 1:2-4

iii. Paul states the same truth in 2 Corinthians 6:4-10
3. Tragedy teaches us that God is in control, even when it is difficult to believe He is

a. We are privy to facts Job himself did not have

i. We have in chapters 1-2 a “behind-the-scenes” view of the causes
ii. We know more about Job’s plight before his friends speak than anyone involved in the exchanges

b. 1:12, 2:6  It is only by God’s granting of access to Job that Satan is allowed to move against him
i. This should bring great peace to us because it means the devil is not moving freely against us while a powerless God looks on

ii. See Romans 8:26-28;  Hebrews 11:1-40;  Ephesians 2:6;  2 Corinthians 1:3-11;  1 Corinthians 10:13
4. Tragedy teaches us that to seek God in a deeper way

a. 1:1, 1:5, 1:7  Job was already a man who sought God

b. 1:20-22, 2:10  As a direct result of this tragedy Job sought God in a much more fervent way

c. 23:1-17  As the tragedy is compounded by Job’s “spiritual advisors” he longs for God even more
5. Tragedy teaches us that about the spiritual state of everyone involved
a. 2:9  Wife’s spiritual state

b. 2:11-13, 4-28  Friend’s spiritual state

i. 2:11-13  Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar truly did care for their friend
ii. 4-28  Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar truly did not understand their God

1. Round One

a. 4:1-5:27  Eliphaz states that the innocent do not suffer so Job is obviously guilty of sin

b. 8:1-22  Bildad states that God rewards good therefore Job must be a hypocrite
c. 11:1-20  Zophar states that God dislikes liars and when Job admits to being a sinner everything will be made right
2. Round Two

a. 15:1-35  Eliphaz states that Job is a secret sinner and should listen to his wisdom
b. 18:1-21  Bildad states that Job’s sin has become his own trap

c. 20:1-29  Zophar states that Job is wicked and that is why his blessed life didn’t last long

3. Round Three

a. 22:1-30  Eliphaz states that Job simply must repent of his sin so God can restore him

b. 25:1-6  Bildad states that no one in pure before God and there simply is no help for the sinner

c. 32-37  Elihu’s spiritual state
i. 32:1-22  Elihu reveals the anger of one supporting a religious system because his system is under attack.  He spends the next several chapters slowing crushing Job in the name of his system of beliefs
ii. 33:1-33  Elihu reveals the pride of one supporting a religious system by claiming to speak for God

iii. 34:1-35:16  Elihu reveals the harshness of one supporting a religious system blaming Job for his situation
iv. 36:1-37:24  Elihu reveals the judgmental attitude of one supporting a religious system

d. Job’s spiritual state

i. 1:20-22  Recognized the transitory state of things

ii. 2:10  Recognized the integrity of God

iii. 3:1-26  Recognized the mystery of God’s working
iv. 29-31  Recognized the insufficiency of human wisdom

1. His three friends had just finished blaming him for all his calamities

2. Here Job challenges God to hear his case
v. 19:23-29  Recognized the reality of the afterlife

vi. 26:5-14  Recognized the incredible greatness of God

6. Tragedy teaches us that we may never completely understood their reasons, or causes, in this life
a. We already noted that Job had no inkling of the conversation between God and Satan

b. 38-41  God finally speaks to Job but never gives him the answer he seeks
i. 38:1-41  God asks, “Who are you to question Me?”

ii. 39:1-30  God asks, “Was it you who created the world?”

iii. 40:6-41:34  God asks, “Can you stand toe to toe with Me?”

c. 40:1-5, 42:1-9  Job’s encounter with God moved him to a new level of humility and spirituality
7. Tragedy teaches us that, for believers, it does not necessarily have to be the end of life’s story
a. 42:1-17  Job received twice what he had prior to the tragedy
i. This does not mean Job no longer feels the scars of loose

ii. This does mean that Job was able to put all things into perspective
b. Job also received a ministry to billions around the world

i. Everywhere the Bible has been taken you will find people who know of Job’s plight

ii. Even non-believers are familiar with the basic story of Job’s struggles

c. 42:1-3  Job received a deeper understanding of God and His workings
i. Job received the realization that God is not distant from our pain (see for example Hebrews 4:15-16; Matthew 28:20)

ii. Job received the realization that generalized spiritual truths do not work to answer all of life’s tragedies (See Deuteronomy 29:29)
