REAL WORLD WITNESSING

Lesson 1

“Where Does Witnessing Flow From?”

The Institute For American Church Growth asked over 10,000 people this question:  "What was responsible for your coming to this church and to Christ?" Their replies were:

 

   I had a special need - 3%

   I just walked in – 2.5%

   I liked the minister - 6% 

   I visited there - 1% 

   I liked the Bible classes - 5% 

   I attended a gospel meeting - 0.5% 

   I liked the programs - 3% 

  A friend or relative invited me - 79%
1.  Before we discuss where witnessing flows from it is vital to realize where it should NOT flow from: 

a. It does not flow from intellect - Winning an apologetic argument

b. It does not flow from ego – Knowing you’ve changed someone’s opinion

c. It does not flow from guilt – Somehow saving anyone

2. At its core, witnessing simply flows from a relationship with Jesus

a. It is simply sharing about what you have seen, heard, and experienced

b. Example - 1 John 1:1-4

 What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we beheld and our hands handled, concerning the Word of Life-- 2 and the life was manifested, and we have seen and bear witness and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was manifested to us-- 3 what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, that you also may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ. 4 And these things we write, so that our joy may be made complete.

c. Example Matthew 22:36-40

“And He said to him,  "'You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.'  38 "This is the great and foremost commandment. 39 "The second is like it, 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'”

3. Witnessing flows more freely as we understand our calling

a. Example 5:14-16

i. Jesus clarified His disciples’ calling from the very beginning to His earthly ministry. 

ii. "You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven"
b. Example – 1 Peter 2:9 

i. Peter encouraged every follower of Christ with their very important position as His special people. 

ii. "But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light" 
c. Example -  2 Corinthians 5:20

i. Paul reminds us that one of the gifts we receive in salvation is the gift of being an ambassador.

ii. “Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were entreating through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.” 

d. Example - Matthew 28:18-20

i. Jesus clarified His disciples’ calling at the end of His earthly ministry.

ii. “ And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. "  

4.   Witnessing flows more freely as we understand our relationship with God

a. Example - Matthew 12:34

i. Witnessing shouldn’t be “work” it should be an overflow of what is in our heart

ii. “You brood of vipers, how can you, being evil, speak what is good? For the mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart.”

5.   Witnessing flows more freely as we understand eternity

a. Once we realize that everyone we know will spend an eternity somewhere everything else should become secondary in importance.

i. John 3:16-21 - "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life. 17 "For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world should be saved through Him. 18 "He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19 "And this is the judgment, that the light is come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the light; for their deeds were evil. 20 "For everyone who does evil hates the light, and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 21 "But he who practices the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be manifested as having been wrought in God."  
ii. Rev 20:11-15 – “And I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them. 12 And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds. 13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds. 14 And death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.”
REAL WORLD WITNESSING

Lesson 2

“Do I Have What It Takes To Be A Good Witness?”

The Institute For American Church Growth asked over 10,000 people this question:  "What was responsible for your coming to this church and to Christ?" Their replies were:

 

   I had a special need - 3%

   I just walked in – 2.5%

   I liked the minister - 6% 

   I visited there - 1% 

   I liked the Bible classes - 5% 

   I attended a gospel meeting - 0.5% 

   I liked the programs - 3% 

  A friend or relative invited me - 79%
1. The First Key To Enjoying Witnessing Is Knowing How A Person Comes To Know Christ

a. The vast majority of people come to Christ through a process

i. Example – 1 Corinthians 3:6-9

ii. “ I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth. 7 So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but God who causes the growth. 8 Now he who plants and he who waters are one; but each will receive his own reward according to his own labor. 9 For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building. “

b. The process of evangelism is multifaceted.  Here the analogy of farming is used by Paul

i. Cultivation of the soil – A lifestyle that allows people to see what real Christians are like

ii. Planting the seeds – Putting into a person questions and concepts about Jesus

iii. Watering the seeds – Assisting a person in understanding Who Jesus is

iv. Harvesting the crop – Helping a person pray to accept Jesus as their Savior

2. The Second Key To Enjoying Witnessing Is Knowing Who Saves People

a. The Holy Spirit does the work of salvation through our witness

i. Example - John 16:7-12 - "But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper shall not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you. 8 "And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin, and righteousness, and judgment; 9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me; 10 and concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you no longer behold Me; 11 and concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been judged.”
ii. Example – Romans 8:9-11 – “However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him. 10 And if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness. 11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who indwells you.” 

b. The Father does the work of salvation

i. Example - John 6:44-45 - "No one can come to Me, unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day. 45 "It is written in the prophets, 'And they shall all be taught of God.' Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father, comes to Me.”
ii. Example John 3:16-17 - "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life. 17 "For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world should be saved through Him.”
c. The Son does the work of salvation

i. Example – John 12:32 - "And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to Myself."

ii. Example – Matthew 11:27-30 - "All things have been handed over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son, except the Father; nor does anyone know the Father, except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him. 28 "Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. 29 "Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and you shall find rest for your souls.  30 "For My yoke is easy, and My load is light."  

3. The Third Key To Enjoying Witnessing Is To Know The Gospel

a. The Gospel is NOT:

i. A set of religious regulation:  Example – Romans 14:17 – “For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.”
ii. A set of ego boosters: Galatians 1:6-10 – “I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel; 7 which is really not another; only there are some who are disturbing you, and want to distort the gospel of Christ. 8 But even though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to that which we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 9 As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to that which you received, let him be accursed. 10 For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ.”

b. The Gospel is the “good news” that God is willing to save sinners

i. Consider Galatians 1:3-5 - “3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ, 4 who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us out of this present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father, 5 to whom be the glory forevermore.” 
ii. Here we see the message of the gospel put simply

1. Gift – Lord Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for our sins
2. Purpose – that He might deliver us out of this present evil age
3. Reason – according to the will of our God and Father
4. Result – to whom be the glory forevermore
4. The Fourth Key To Enjoying Witnessing Is To Just Be The Witness God Created You To Be

a. Live your life by the two commands Jesus gave us and you’ll witness naturally

i. Matthew 22:37-40

ii. And He said to him,  "'You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.'  38 "This is the great and foremost commandment. 39 "The second is like it, 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'  40 "On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets." 

b. Some general guidelines to help live out your witness include:

i. Just be yourself

ii. Love your friends and family unconditionally

iii. Be trustworthy and honest

iv. Be considerate

v. Talk with your friends and family about Jesus at their level of understanding

vi. Truly listen to their questions and disagreements about Jesus

vii. Ask them lots of questions about Jesus, eternity, sin, etc. 

viii. Don’t rush it by giving them more than they are ready to handle ("I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now."- John 16:12) 

REAL WORLD WITNESSING

Lesson 3

“How Can I Live Out My Witness In The Real World?”

The Institute For American Church Growth asked over 10,000 people this question:  "What was responsible for your coming to this church and to Christ?" Their replies were:

 

   I had a special need - 3%

   I just walked in – 2.5%

   I liked the minister - 6% 

   I visited there - 1% 

   I liked the Bible classes - 5% 

   I attended a gospel meeting - 0.5% 

   I liked the programs - 3% 

  A friend or relative invited me - 79%
1. How Is Witnessing Done?

a. Witnessing is not an event, but a lifestyle.  It is not so much something we do as it is something that results from who we are.  Look at how easy witnessing is intended to be:

a. Show real concern for real people

b. Prayer for needs

c. Pop in with a gift and a prayer

d. Live a real lifestyle with real people

e. Common ground interests – hobbies, sports, music, literature

f. Special interests – sewing, crafts, photography, foreign languages, fly fishing

g. Invite a real person to visit a real church with you

i. 10 words that could change someone’s life for eternity

ii. Would you like to visit my church with me Sunday?

h. Draw a real map to a real God

i. Business card drawing

ii. Napkin drawing

i. Use Ron Blue’s FORMula

i. A simply series of questions that are easy to remember

ii. Ask about Family

iii. Ask about Occupation

iv. Ask about Religious background

v. Ask about Message

vi. This is witnessing tool that can be done in almost any setting

j. Home Bible Study

2. What Should I Say About Jesus? 
a. The gospel message is laid out clearly in 1 Corinthians 15:1-8 where Paul reminds the Corinthians about the Gospel that he preached, that they received, and by which they were saved (v 1-2).  Verses 4-5 give the information that makes up the gospel message.  Let’s take a brief look at this vital information:

b. People need to hear that Christ died for our sins.  That He died for our sins implies that we are sinners in need of forgiveness.  The word “for” (hyper) conveys the idea of “on account of,” i.e., to deal with our sins.

c. People need to hear that Christ did this According to the Scriptures.  The Old Testament Scriptures foretold the suffering of God’s Messiah (e.g., Exodus 12; Leviticus 16; Psalm 22, 110; Isaiah 52-55, especially 53:4-6).

d. People need to hear that Christ was buried.  These two words are Jesus’ death certificate.  Only dead people need to be buried.  Christ’s physical death was witnessed by friends, enemies, men, women, religious and non-religious.

e. People need to hear that Christ arose.  The same Jesus who died for our sins rose from the dead in his physical body.  This was done to show that He did not die as a result of his own sins (wages of sin is death – Jesus had no sin) and that God accepted Jesus’ sacrifice on our behalf.  The dead cannot save anyone.  Because our Savior is alive He can provide us with salvation.

f. People need to hear that Christ did this according to the Scriptures.  Christ’s resurrection from the dead is seen in the Old Testament both implicitly (for example, when the death of the Messiah is discussed, it is often followed by a depiction of his reign) and explicitly (example, Psalm 16:8-11; Psalm 110:1)

g.  People need to hear that Christ was seen.  Paul lists those who were eye-witnesses.  This included the apostles, a group 500, and Paul himself (verses 5-8).  This is significant because the letter of 1 Corinthians was written while the majority of these witnesses were still alive to confirm or deny what Paul says

3. How Do I Lead My Friends And Relatives In A Salvation Prayer?

a. The exact words are not the key because this isn’t a magical formula but an acknowledgement of our need for Jesus

b. "Dear Lord Jesus, I need you and I realize that I am a sinner. I believe that You died for my sins and You were raised from the dead. I invite you into my life as my Savior and Lord. Please make me the kind of person You want me to be. Thank you for your forgiveness and for the gift of eternal life.. In Christ's name I pray, Amen." 

4. Can I really Do This?

a. Yes

b. Remember that Jesus didn’t just tell us to go witness on our own but promised to train us

i. Mark 1:17 says, “Follow Me, and I will make you become fishers of men.”

ii. Jesus trains us to be witnesses through the Bible, prayer, and the church

c. Remember that Jesus didn’t just tell others to go witness but truly does want you to be His witness

i. Matthew 9:37-38 says, “The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few.  Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.”
ii. Our prayer should be, “Lord, send me.”

