Start Having A Blast Witnessing

Titus 3:1-11
1. 3:1-2  Witnessing is a lifestyle not an event
a. v. 1  You witness in how you obey authority
b. v. 1  You witness in your willingness to do good

c. v. 2  You witness in you treat people

i. speech

1. speak evil – blasphemeo 

2. “hurt the reputation of others with evil words”

ii. Practice

1. Peace – Proverbs 3:30

2. Gentle – praiotes (prah-ot-ace) – “handle with care”

3. Humble – epieikes (ep-eei-kace) – prober view of oneself in relation to God and others
2. 3:3-7 The lifestyle witness  looks for events
a. A lifestyle of witnessing without looking for opportunities (events) to share about Jesus is evil.  It is evil because:
i. It leads people to falsely believe you are what you are by your own making

ii. It leave people hopeless because they haven’t heard why you are the way you are
b. One of the reasons we fail in this step is because we’re not sure what to say or how to say it.

i. v. 3  Be honest about your past without being melodramatic

1. I was foolish (anoetos) – lacking good sense
2. I was disobedient (apeithes) – refused the gospel when I heard it

3. I was in bondage (douleus) serving various lusts and pleasures
4. I lived in malice and envy 

5. I was full of rage – hateful and hating one anther
ii. v. 4-8 Be honest about what God means to you
1. v. 4  I am amazed at God’s kindness and love for me (Romans 5:8)

2. v. 5  I am amazed that I didn’t have to earn salvation (Matthew 7:22-23)

3. Side Note:  washing and renewing comes from Ezekiel 36:25-27 and is a word picture for being saved

a. Regeneration – a new brith

b. Renewing – renovation which makes a person different than he/she was before

c. By the Holy Spirit – Eph 1:7 and John 1:12-13
4. v. 6-7  I am amazed that there was hope for me to be saved

a. Yes, Jesus is the only way of salvation

b. This is a positive thing not a negative because without Jesus there would be NO way of salvation 
5. v. 8  I am amazed that all I needed to do to be saved was to believe and give my life to Jesus (believe – pistero – believing to the point of giving ones life to something/someone)

3. 3:9-11  If we are to witness effectively we must understand what a witness is

a. Witnessing is NOT:

i. Sharing political views

ii. Shaping up the other person’s life J. Vernon MaGee – “God called us to catch fish not to clean the fish tank.”
b. Witnessing is simply telling others what has happened
i. I was this

ii. I heard about Jesus

iii. Jesus saved me

iv. I am now this

c. Good witnesses avoid:
i. v. 9 arguing about unimportant issues

ii. v. 10-11  avoid throwing your “pearls before swine”
iii. These are both unproductive and un-enjoyable

Concluding Thought:  God only calls us to live out our relationship with Him before others.  That is the heart of witnessing.

