The Purpose Of The Baptism Of The Holy Spirit

Key Notes:

1.
Praise Fellowship is a safe place for genuine seekers of God regardless of what they believe about the baptism of the Holy Spirit

2.
You are free to disagree with me on this topic but you must understand that this is what the fellowship officially teaches

3.
This is the single largest issue separating Pentecostal/Charismatic believers from others in the Christian family 

1.
The Holy Spirit Promised: John 16:5-15

a.
Jesus promised his followers that upon His death and resurrection He would send the Holy Spirit to be with them  

i.
While some over zealous Pentecostal/Charismatic preachers and teachers say this refers to the baptism of the Holy Spirit it simply is not the case

ii.
Jesus is here referring to the fact that following his death and resurrection He would give the Holy Spirit to ever signal believer

b.
It is vital to realize that every single person who becomes a Christian receives the Holy Spirit in them

i.
In fact, if you do not have the Holy Spirit in you it means that you are not saved.  As example see: 

1.
Romans 8:9-11

2.
Galatians 4:6

3.
1 Corinthians 12:13

4.
Ephesians 4:4-6

5.
1 John 4:13

6.
1 Thessalonians 4:8

ii.
However, this is different from the gift of the baptism of the Holy Spirit

c.
John 20:21-23 provides us with Jesus' encounter with the disciples after his resurrection

i.
In this passages Jesus breaths on them (reminds us of Genesis 2:7) and says, "Receive the Holy Spirit."  

ii.
It is at this moment the Holy Spirit was placed in them as promised by Jesus in John 16:5-15

iii.
They also receive instruction in verse 23 to act as ministers of the gospel (something Jesus would not have given them to do in His absence had they not been saved, i.e., had they not possessed the Holy Spirit in them

2.
The Baptism Of The Holy Spirit Is Given To Those Who Already Have The Holy Spirit In Them:  Acts 2:1-4

a.
All Christians have the Holy Spirit in them

i.
These men of John 20:21-23 had the Holy Spirit in them yet Jesus sent them to Jerusalem to "wait for what the Father had promised" (Acts 1:3)

ii.
Make no mistake here - those Jesus spoke to in Acts 1:4 included those who he personally breathed on and commanded to receive the Holy Spirit in John 20:21

iii.
In modern terms, Jesus is commanding Christians to wait to receive the Baptism of the Holy Spirit

b.
Pentecostal and Charismatic believers differ over the first physical sign of the baptism of the Holy Spirit

i.
Pentecostals teach that in accordance with the pattern of the book of Acts it is speaking in a language that one has not learned

1.
Acts 2:1-4 (Believers)

2.
Acts 8:5-8, 14-19 (Believers)

3.
Acts 10:44-46 (Believers or at conversion)

4.
Acts 19:1-7 (Believers)

ii.
Charismatic believers teach that speaking in a language one has not learned is "a" sign but also look to 1 Corinthians 12 as a list of other possibilities (1 Corinthians 12:4-11)

iii.
This is an issue for another teaching

c.
Our point here is simply twofold

i.
First, every Christian has the Holy Spirit

ii.
Second, every Christian is encouraged to ask God to give them the gift of the baptism of the Holy Spirit

iii.
Please note that throughout the book of Acts believers are encouraged to receive this gift of the baptism of the Holy Spirit

3.
The Purpose Of The Baptism Of The Holy Spirit:  Act 1:8

a.
One of the reasons that the baptism of the Holy Spirit is looked down on by some Christians is because of what many Pentecostal and Charismatic teachers have said about it

i.
It is often portrayed as a sign of spiritual maturity, or religious superiority Some even teach that it is the doorway to the gifts listed in 1 Corinthians 12

ii.
This is not the case at all!

b.
Acts 1:8 gives us, in Jesus' own words, the purpose of the baptism in the Holy Spirit

i.
Those who receive the gift of the baptism of the Holy Spirit "receive power" to be Jesus' witnesses

ii.
That is the purpose

iii.
Jesus wants Christians to receive this gift of the baptism of the Holy Spirit so we might be more effective as witnesses for Him

c.
A look at the history given to us in the book of Acts and well as the history of the church following prove that the baptism of the Holy Spirit allows believers to be great witnesses

i.
Some would argue that there have been many great witnesses for the gospel who have not received the baptism of the Holy Spirit

ii.
I agree that this is true

iii.
However, it doesn't negate the fact that Jesus wants us to receive this gift so we can be more effective witnesses

Conclusion:

1.  It is vital to remember that:

a.
Every Christian has the Holy Spirit in them (Romans 8:9-11)

b.
Jesus wants to give the gift of the baptism to Christians (Acts 2:1-4)

c.
The purpose of the baptism is to make us more effective witnesses for Jesus (Acts 1:8)

