THE VALUE OF BLESSING
Below is an Irish blessing speaking of things hoped for the intended to be provided in the future by God. There are similar “blessings” in all cultures.

May the road rise to meet you,
May the wind be always at your back,
May the sun shine warm upon your face,
The rains fall soft upon your fields and,
Until we meet again,
May God hold you in the palm of His hand 

DEFINITIONS:

I. A blessing..…

to pronounce a wish of happiness onto someone, or to set apart for holy purposes, to praise  or glorify God or the Lord Jesus Christ, to speak God’s goodness to one another.

II..There are three New Testament Greek words related directly to the English word "blessing".

A. (eulogeitos) is an adjective meaning "well spoken of; praised"

B. (eulogew) is a verb: "to speak well of; to praise; to call down God's gracious power"

C..(eulogia) is the noun form, meaning "praise; fine speaking"

D. Our English word eulogy 
III. In the OT, the Hebrew word (baw-rahk'), meaning "to kneel", was used to convey the meaning of respect or adoration. One would kneel before a king in respect, or to offer thanks for something. And one would kneel to God in adoration, praise, thanksgiving, supplication.

A. the word is seen in Gen.24:11 when Eliazar, Abraham’s servant has his camels “to kneel” (baw-rahk) near the well. Rebecca comes to water the camels and later becomes Isaac’s wife.
B.. It means, literally, "to say good things or good words".

lV. A blessing is a hopeful prayer. A blessing was one way of asking for God’s divine favor to rest upon others. 

V. "By acknowledging that God is good, we may wish God's goodness to other people.

A.  So, blessing is - ultimately - an act of God. 
B. God desires to bless His creations, words and action are one for Him. 

C. This desire of God means that man may have a positive, 

expecting, receiving attitude towards God, because He shall give good things.

VI.  The Blessing is an impartation of the supernatural power of god into another as spoken by a

delegated authority of God.

SCRIPTURAL EXAMPLES

1. The story of fearful Balak hiring Balaam to curse Israel on its triumphant way from Egypt to the Promised Land:  Numbers 22-24

Baalam is hired to Curse Israel.

The Moabite king Balak was in fear of the Israelites. (22: 3)

His reason for hiring Balak:  “for I know that he whom you bless is blessed and he whom you curse is cursed.

God forbids Baalam to curse the Israelites, for they are blessed.

The power of words is evident.

Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof.  Prov. 18:21

Isa 55:10  "For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, And do not return there without watering the earth And making it bear and sprout, And furnishing seed to the sower and bread to the eater:11  So will My word be which goes forth from My mouth; It will not return to Me empty, Without accomplishing what I desire, And without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it. 

2. The story of how Israel overcame in a battle because Moses stretched out his hands blessing them and worshipping God   Ex.17:8-13. 

Moses lifts up his hands  a symbol of blessing and a symbol of  praising God. 

3.  The story of the blessing of Jacob and Esau by Isaac at the end of his life  Gen.27 (cf. Hebr.11:20)

    Note the great disappointment of Esau in not receiving the blessing.

    The blessing cannot be undone. 

    The blessing of the oldest son was unique.

WEEK TWO:

Review on Blessing:

"The Biblical concept of 'blessing' originates from the Greek 'eulogeo' meaning: '(speaking_good words___ (most often translated 'blessing' or 'praising')

 and the Hebrew 'barach' which means: 'to give healing power to someone' __wishing him well 

By acknowledging that God is good, we may wish God's goodness to_other people_
So, blessing is - ultimately - an _act of God_
God desires to bless His creations, words and actions_are one for Him. 

This desire of God means that man may have a positive, expecting_receiving attitude  towards God, because 

He shall give good things
Book of Ruth

One of the most beautiful biblical words for blessing is Chesed. Chesed means God’s loyal love and kindness towards us. We are to share our chesed with others. This lovely word is found in Ruth 1: 8; 2:20; 3:10. Active blessings are spoken in Ruth 2: 4, 19, 20; 3:10. The simplest is spoken by Boaz when he blesses his workers with "The Lord be with you." Their response "The Lord bless you." Blessing one another is good for our souls. We see Naomi as she blesses Ruth and Boaz. Boaz blesses Ruth and his employees. Ruth blesses Boaz. The entire community blesses Ruth, Naomi and Boaz
Bless Your Children (Gary Smalley)
1. Meaningful Touch--Genesis 27: 26 -- "Come near now my son and kiss me."   Mat 19:13  Then some children were brought to Him so that He might lay His hands on them and pray; and the disciples rebuked them. 

Every time blessing was given in the Bible it was accompanied by a meaningful touch--kissing, hugging, and laying on of hands. It is the communication of __acceptance__warmth, affirmation and even physical health.

Symbolic meaning. It sends a message both to the person touched and to anyone who __witnesses__it__.
Physical health. Many studies have shown that _touch_provides a significant physiological benefit. 

     Premature infants who are massaged gain weight faster.
     Elderly people in nursing homes who are given a pet to touch live longer.
Blood pressure decreases among people who get appropriate touch.
Emotional comfort. Touch is the easiest way to communicate love and _acceptance._
Protection. When children get loving touches from their parents, they are less likely to ___seek touch_from harmful sources later in life.

One study has shown that it takes_eight to ten__meaningful touches each day to maintain emotional and physical health. If you can find ways to do that, your own children will be blessed.

2. Spoken Message--Genesis 27:27-29 
The impartation of blessing also carries the element of _speaking__to your son.

 __Silence__and blessing do not go together. Silence leaves your son to fill in the gaps for himself. Silence says you’re not interested in talking to him.  Isaac _spoke__blessing to his son..

 In scripture, the blessing was not in force and activated until it was spoken________.

3. Attaching Value and Belief--Genesis 27:26-27
The word "bless" means to _bow_the knee. 

To bless your son means you are bowing down in front of them and honoring what ___God__has placed inside of them. 

The blessings _honors_and values and says I believe in you. 

4. Picturing a special future--Genesis 27:26-27 – "May God give you the dew of heaven, people serve you, those who curse you will be cursed and those who bless you will be blessed."

This is not talking about predicting your son’s future but it is talking about blessing your son’s future with_your words_as directed by the Holy Spirit.

WEEK THREE:   STUDY ON THE AARONIC PRIESTLY BLESSING IN NUMBERS.

                              THE IMPORTANCE OF “FACE TO FACE”













