Titus:  God’s Blueprint For His Church
Titus was a Gentile from Antioch (Galatians 2:3) who was brought to Christ by Paul 14 years after Paul himself was converted.  Titus accompanied Paul to Jerusalem.  While there, some dogmatic Jewish believers demanded that Titus become circumcised.  Paul would not allow this on principle (Galatians 2:5-6).
Titus reminded as Paul’s traveling companion and was most likely with Paul when he wrote the letter to the Galatians.  After evangelizing the island of Crete, Paul left Titus behind to establish the churches there.  

From this short letter to Titus we discover God’s blueprint for the building of His church.  This study will focus on the principles established by God for the growth and ministry of His church.

1. 1:1-4  God’s Blueprint For His Church Include A Strong Commitment 

a. v. 1a  A strong commitment to God’s sovereignty

i. Bond-servant (doulos) “one in permanent relation of servitude to another”

ii. Apostle (apostolos) “sent one” – a ruler under God who is never appointed by the church but given to the church from God

b. v. 1b-2a  A strong commitment to God’s mission

i. v. 1b  for evangelism – “the faith of God’s elect and acknowledgment of the truth”

ii. v. 1c  for edification – “which is according to godliness”
iii. v. 2a  for encouragement – “in hope of eternal life”

c. v. 2b-3a  A strong commitment to God’s message

d. v. 3b  A strong commitment to God’s methods

i. “which was committed to me according to the commitment of God our Savior”

ii. God’s blueprint of church life is to work through people

e. v. 4  A strong commitment to God’s people

i. common (koinos) – “open to all and belonging to several”

ii. though Paul was superior to Titus in function he was equal to him in relationship to God

iii. Paul pronounces a three-fold blessing on this pastor

1. grace (charis) khar’-ece – a gift we didn’t earn

2. mercy (eleos) el-eh-os – a gift of NOT receiving what we did earn

3. peace (eirene) i-ray’-nay – the state of untroubled, undisturbed, well-being

iv. these blessings come God because of Christ, not us

2. 1:5-6  God’s Blueprints For His Church Includes Qualified Leadership

a. Leaders are to “set in order”

i. Set in order (epidiorthoo) is only used here in the whole Bible.

ii. It refers to a knowledge which powerfully influences the form of one’s religious life.

iii. It is the concept of correcting what is misunderstood

iv. Even the best churches have defects that need to be “set in order”

b. Leaders are to “appoint elders”

i. Appoint – “to set in place” or “declare one’s position”

ii. Elders (prebus) pres-boo-ter-os – refers to people who enter into the wok of the pastor

iii. “as I directed you” – This statement sheds some light on just how difficult a job Titus had because he had to be encouraged to continue doing it

c. Leaders are to meet certain minimum qualifications

i. Above reproach – not open to attack or being legitimately criticized
ii. Husband of one wife – literally “one-woman man” not flirtatious

iii. Believing children (pistos) – children who believe the Gospel of Christ

iv. If a person doesn’t meet this minimum list of qualifications they are unfit for leadership
3. 1:7-9  God’s Blueprints For His Church Include Dedicated Leaders
a. v. 7  A pastor is both a function and a figure for the church

i. Bishop (episkopos) = “overseer”

ii. Elder (presbuteros) pre-boo-ter-os = “older man”

iii. Taken together

1. bishop denotes the duities of the office

2. elder denotes the dignity of the office

iv. Titus was to be the senior bishop/elder of the churches on Crete

b. v. 7  A pastor must be dedicated to eradicating the following character qualities

i. self-willed – selfishly seeking their own gratification

ii. quick-tempered – easily angered.  Deeply rooted anger which has been held for a long time.

iii. given to wine – one who gets drunk or is addicted to alcohol

iv. violent – verbally or physically combative, easily upset, irritated, or aggravated

v. found of sorted gain – willing to do anything for a prophet (compare 1 Timothy 6:10ff)

c. v. 8-9  A pastor must be dedicated to improving the following character qualities
i. hospitable – “to have an open heart”

ii. loving what is good (philagathos) – love of good things and good people

iii. sober minded – sound, sensible, disciplined mind (compare 1 Thessalonians 5:6-8)

iv. just (dikaios) – honest, upright in behavior and dealings with God and people
v. self-controlled – power over his/her mind and body

vi. ability to know and communicate the truth of God’s Word by:

1. holding fast to the truth

2. exhorting the weak

3. refuting the rebellious

4. 1:10-16  God’s Blueprints For His Church Include Protection Against Substandard Building Materials And Workers
a. v. 10  Substandard leaders have bad character

i. insubordinate (ankupotaktos) – rebellious, not subject to authority and disobedient to authority

ii. idle talkers – literally “empty talkers”

iii. deceivers
iv. religious in appearance – those of the circumcision

b. v. 11-13a  Substandard leaders must be taken serious by true leaders
i. they must be stopped -this is in the present infinitive meaning continuous and repeated actions.

ii. The result of not taking them seriously is:

1. v. 11  subversion of households

2. v. 11  false teachings

3. v. 11  loss of money for the gullible

4. v. 12-13a  loss of distinction between the church and the unsaved

c. v. 13b-16  Substandard leaders must be dealt with differently than erring followers

i. v. 13b-14  Substandard leaders must be rebuked sharply

1. rebuked sharply is in the present imperative

2. meaning it is a command to do something in the future and involves continuous and repeated action
3. the goal is that they may become sound in the faith they are claiming to teach

ii. v. 15-16  Substandard leaders are dangerous because they are impure

1. v. 15  in their minds and consciences

2. v. 16 in their deeds 

5. 2:1-15  God’s Blueprints For His Church Includes Maturing Believers
a. v. 1  It is the responsibility of the pastor to provide proper doctrine so believers will have something upon which to grow

b. v. 2  Sound doctrine is the building block for maturing older men

i. sober (nephaleos) – opposite of overindulging in anything

ii. reverent (semnos) – dignified, one who inspires respect

iii. temperate (sophron) – one who willingly limits himself through proper thinking

iv. sound in faith, love, and patience
c. v. 3-4a  Sound doctrine is the building block for maturing older women

i. reverent behavior – set apart from the world in their thinking and actions

ii. not slanderers (diabolos) – not a malicious gossip.  This is a strong word here and is used to describe the devil and demons in the New Testament.

iii. not given to much wine – Literally “enslaved to wine”

iv. teaching good things – teaching younger women through lifestyle and words

d. v. 4b-5  Sound doctrine is the building block for maturing younger women

i. prioritize proper relationships – relationships with children and husband must be a top priority

ii. discrete – same Greek word that is translated “temperate” in verse 2

iii. chaste – not flirtatious

iv. homemakers – keeps her family as the priority

v. good (agathos) – kind and useful

vi. obedient to their own husband (hupotasso) – voluntarily place in an orderly fashion under someone’s leadership

1. Note the reason for this 

2. that the word of God not be blasphemed

e. v. 6-8  Sound doctrine is the building block for maturing younger men

i. v. 6  sober minded (sophron) – one who limits himself through proper thinking

ii. v. 7-8  a pattern of good works in:
1. doctrinal integrity

2. reverence – one who’s life inspires respect

3. incorruptibility – strong moral character

4. sound speech (hugies logos) – intelligent speech

iii. Note the reason for this – that one who is an opponent may be ashamed, having nothing evil to say of you
f. v. 9-10  Sound doctrine is the building block for maturing believers in the marketplace
i. v. 9  obedient to employer

ii. v. 9  work hard at being well-pleasing

iii. v. 9  refuse to talk back and be argumentative

iv. v. 10  refuse to be a thief

v. v. 10 be trustworthily, loyal, and faithful

vi. v. 10  Note the reason for this – that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in all things

6. 2:11-15  God’s Blueprints For His Church Include A Growing Focus On His Agenda
a. v. 11  God’s agenda if founded upon His grace

i. for – we are allowed, and empowered, to live this way because of God’s grace

ii. God’s grace has appeared – we are able to live this out now rather than waiting for some future point because God’s grace in now available

iii. to all men – we are ALL able to live out God’s agenda

b. v. 12-14  God’s agenda is furthered as we yield to His grace

i. v. 12  deny ungodliness (asevela) – anything that violates God’s commands

ii. v. 12 deny worldly lusts (kosmikos) desires of the world which estrange us from God 

iii. v. 12 live soberly (sophronos) “sensibly”

iv. v. 12  live righteously (dikalos) – conformable to justice, honesty, without injuring others

v. v. 12 live godly (ensebos) – in line with God’s commands

vi. v. 13-14  live with a proper perspective

1. v. 13  this world is not our ultimate home
2. v. 14  we were saved for this very purpose

c. v. 15  God’s agenda facilitated as the pastor teaches in grace
i. speak these thing – how can God’s children be expected to live out these principles if God’s servants fail to speak them?

ii. exhort (parakaieo) par-ak-al-eh-o = to call to one’s side, to encourage and strengthen

iii. rebuke (elegcho) el-eng-kho with all authority – to reprimand, to call to account, to show one his faults

iv. let no one despise you (periphroneo) par-ee-fron-eh-o = to think down on someone in comparison to you.  To condemn

7. 3:1-2  God’s Blueprint For His Church Includes Believers Living Out A Quality Witness
a. v. 1  A quality witness is provided by those who obey the law
i. note the double commands, be subject and obey
ii. this strong statement disallows any loop-holes for our rebellious natures to slip through

b. v. 1  A quality witness is provided by those who are ready to do good works

i. ready is literally “willing”
ii. willing to do good works
c. v. 2  A quality witness is provided by those who refuse to speak evil of others

i. speak evil (blasphemeo) – to hurt the reputation with words or reports

ii. same Greek word that is used for blaspheming God

d. v. 2  A quality witness is provided by those who work for peace

i. this is simply the opposite of being, or promoting, belligerence and hostility

ii. Compare with Proverbs 3:30

e. v. 2  A quality witness is provided by those who are gentle

i. gentle (praiotes) prah-ot-ace
ii. handling others with care

f. v. 2  A quality witness is provided by those who are humble

i. humble (epieikes) ep-eei-kace’
ii. properly view of oneself in relation to God and others

8. 3:3-11  God’s Blueprint For His Church Humility And Honesty

a. v. 3  Humility and honesty come as the believer recalls his/her past

i. foolish (anoetos) – lacking intelligence demonstrated by moral fault
ii. disobedient (apeithes) – unbelieving, not letting yourself be persuaded

iii. deceived

iv. serving various lusts and pleasures (douleus) – reduced to bondage, deprived of freedom

v. living in malice and envy – wickedness, not just being evil, but doing evil as well
vi. hateful and hating one another – we hate people because of what is in our hearts

b. v. 4-7  Humility and honesty come as the believer remembers his/her salvation

i. v. 4  salvation comes because of God’s kindness

ii. v. 4  salvation comes because of God’s love (Romans 5:8)

iii. v. 5  salvation does not come because of our good works (Matthew 7:22-23)

iv. v. 5  salvation comes because of God’s mercy

1. mercy (eleos) special and immediate regard to the misery which is the consequence of sins

2. see Ephesians 2:4-5

v. v. 5  salvation is a regeneration and a renewing by God’s Spirit

1. washing and renewing goes back to Ezekiel 36:25-27

2. regeneration (paliggenesia) – a new birth

3. renewing (anakainosis) – a renovation which makes a person different than he or she was in the past

4. by the Holy Spirit
a. salvation is impossible apart from God

b. Ephesians 1:7 AND John 1:12-13

vi. v. 6-7  salvation come through Christ alone

1. v. 6  Jesus is the one who pours out the Holy Spirit in our life

2. v. 7  Jesus is the one who justifies us before the Father

3. v. 7  Jesus is the one who makes possible our glorious future (see 1 Corinthians 2:9)

c. v. 8  Humility and honesty come as the believer focuses on what is truly profitable
i. affirm confidently (present infinitive) – continuous and repeated action
ii. believed (pistero) – believing to the point of giving one’s life to something)
iii. believers need to be taught, and reminded, in order to refocus their attention to what is truly profitable

d. v. 9-11  Humility and honesty come as the believer learns what is useless and unprofitable
i. v. 9  avoid striving and disputing about unimportant issues

ii. v. 10-11  avoid those who simply refuse to stop bringing up unimportant issues

1. reject (paraiteomai) – “refuse”
2. divisive (hairetikos) – one who chooses to be a heretic

3. give them two warnings (nouthesia) – an appeal to their reason
4. verse 11 says to simply realize that such a person is unsaved and wrapped in their sin

9. 3:12-15  God’s Blueprint For His Church Attaches It To Every Believer On The Planet

a. It is a fallacy to believe that any local congregation is the totality of God’s kingdom

b. v. 12-13  Note the examples given to Titus:

i. v. 12  Artemas – a committed minister of the gospel who is simply unknown to us today

ii. v. 12 Tychicus – a committed minister who is well known to us today

1. he was commissioned by Paul as a messenger to various churches (Ephesians 6:21, Colossians 4:7, 2 Timothy 4:12)

2. he was entrusted to deliver the letters of Paul to the Ephesians, Colossians, and Philemon

3. he was sent on a special mission to Ephesus (2 Timothy 4:12)

iii. v. 13  Zenas – a committed layman who we know little about

1. he was a lawyer

2. he was trusted by Paul

iv. v. 13  Apollos – a committed evangelist who’s ministry was needed on Crete
1. he is mentioned several places in the New Testament

2. he was well known, and trusted, by the churches

c. v. 14-15  Each local congregation is charged with working together with other believers to spread the gospel message to the lost

i. v. 14  Titus’ congregation needed to learn to support evangelism and missions

1. they were to use their money to support Zenas and Apollos

2. in so doing they would be fruitful themselves (see Matthew 6:19-21)

ii. v. 15  Titus needed to be reminded of his fellow workers

1. Paul ends by reminding Titus of several good workers already there with him

2. Galatians 6:2 and Ephesians 4:11-16 reveal that we are never called to work alone.  It is God’s plan to provide people to serve with us

