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WINNING THE HIDDEN BATTLE
Key Text:  James 1:12-118
12 Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him. 13 Let no one say when he is tempted, " I am being tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone. 14 But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust. 15 Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death. 16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren. 17 Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow. 18 In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the word of truth, so that we would be a kind of first fruits among His creatures. 

1. v. 14-16  There Is A Very Real Battle For Our Thought Life

a. The Core of Sin is Desire

He is drawn away by his own desires and enticed

b. The Cause of Sin is Temptation

i. But each one is tempted when …

ii. It is not a sin to be tempted but temptation is sin’s cause

c. The Conception of Sin is Enticing

… Then, when desire has conceived it gives birth to sin …

d. The Consequences of Sin is Death

… and sin, when it is full-grown brings forth death.

e. The Confusion of Sin is Deception

i. Do not be deceived, by beloved brethren

ii. Little boy was overheard praying, “Lord, if you can’t make me a better boy, don’t worry about it.  I’m having a real good time like I am.”

2. v. 16  There Is A Very Reliable Battle Plan For Our Thought Life

There is a plan to defeat the deception of sin.  We’ll use the acronym “DON’T

a. D – Delight in your relationship with God – Psalm 37:4-11
4 Delight yourself in the LORD; 

And He will give you the desires of your heart. 

5 Commit your way to the LORD, 

Trust also in Him, and He will do it. 

6 He will bring forth your righteousness as the light 

And your judgment as the noonday. 

7 Rest in the LORD and wait patiently for Him; 

 Do not fret because of him who prospers in his way, 

Because of the man who carries out wicked schemes. 

8 Cease from anger and forsake wrath; 

Do not fret; it leads only to evildoing. 

9 For evildoers will be cut off, 

But those who wait for the LORD, they will inherit the land. 

10 Yet a little while and the wicked man will be no more; 

And you will look carefully for his place and he will not be there.  

11 But the humble will inherit the land 

And will delight themselves in abundant prosperity. 

b. O – Obey God – James 1:23-25

3 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror; 24 for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was. 25 But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what he does. 

c. N – Never take your eyes off Jesus – Hebrews 12:1-3
Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

3 For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 

d. T – Turn your focus on pure thoughts – Philippians 4:8-9

8 Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell on these things. 9 The things you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you. 

3. v. 12-13, 16-18 There Is A Very Basic Foundation For Dealing With Our Thought Life

We’ll use the simple ABC method

a. A - Admit
i. v. 12-13a Admit there is a problem
Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord  has promised to those who love Him. 13 Let no one say when he is tempted

ii. v. 13b Admit the problem isn’t God’s will for your life

"I am being tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone.

b. B - Begin to deal with the issue

i. v. 12 Begin to deal with the issue of perseverance
Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord  has promised to those who love Him

ii. v. 16 Begin to deal with issue of possible deception

Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren. 

c. C - Claim your victory in Jesus

i. v. 17 Continue to focus your thoughts on the good gifts of God
Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow.

ii. v. 18 Continue to focus your thoughts on the plans of God

In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the word of truth, so that we would be a kind of first fruits among His creatures. 

