Zephaniah And The “Day Of The Lord”
1:1 Introduction
I want to make sure and give credit where it is due.  A great debt is owed to Dr. Hampton Keathly, IV.  Other major scholars used include Dr. Davik Malick, Dr. Richard L. Strauss, and  Dr. John MacArthur, Jr.
1. Author

a. This is the only time in the prophetic books that an author traces his genealogy.  He mentions a Hezekiah. 
b. The reason Zephaniah went back to this Godly king was because he was in the royal family and lived in Jerusalem. 

2. Religious Background 

a. Hezekiah was supposed to die, but he pleaded with God to let him live a little longer. God granted him his request and it was during the 15 year extension of his life that Manasseh was born. He was the worst king in Judah’s history. 
b. The things he promoted in Judah resulted in the nation declining past the point of no return and God pronouncing certain judgment. Although Manasseh repented at the end of his life, his son, Amon, continued the idolatry and decline. Josiah followed Amon and was was a godly king. 
· He brought about spiritual revival, but he could not stop the judgment of God. He could only postpone it. 
· When he died, the people went back to their wicked ways because his reforms were more than likely forced on them - (by edict of the king) - and not from their hearts.

c. It is possible that Josiah's reforms coincided with the ministry of Zephaniah. 
· It could have been that God used his ministry to turn the nation around. 
· If that is the case we can narrow the date down to 622 B.C. 
· Zephaniah mentions the coming destruction of Ninevah, so we know it was before 612 B.C at the very least.

d. Zephaniah understood this judgment was inevitable and pointed to the coming day of the Lord. 
· He pictured the coming judgment on the nation of Judah and the Gentiles. 
· But he then indicates that the Day of the Lord would also bring deliverance for Israel and the Gentiles.

1:2-3:8  Judgment in the Day of the Lord 

1. On all the Earth (1:2-3)

a. God is angry. Everyone is so wicked that He vows to totally destroy the earth. The mention of man and beast, birds and fish, etc. emphasize how thorough the destruction will be. 
b. It will be like in the days of Noah. Notice that this is the reversal of creation. 
1. The order of creation was fish, birds, beasts and man. 
2. Here we have the opposite order.

2. On God’s People Judah (1:4-13)

a. He then focuses his anger on Judah.  Judgment is coming because of their:
· Idolatry (v 4-6) - God was going to rid them of Baal worship. This was accomplished in Babylon. Since then, idolatry has not been a problem in Israel. 
· Alliances with foreign powers (v 8) - they did not trust in God for safety. 
· Violence and injustice (v 9) - they were quick (“leap over thresholds”) to go into others houses to deceive and plunder others to enrich their masters. 
· Deism - they thought God was not involved in human affairs (v 12). 

b. God will fulfill His end of the Mosaic covenant laid out in Deut 28:38-40 and curse them because they have forsaken Him (1:13).

· 1:10-11 describe the actual route the Babylonians would take as they came through Jerusalem in the invasion.
· Fish Gate (NW corner) -> Second Quarter -> Mortar (section of Jerusalem in a hollow bowl shaped area) -

3. 1:14-17 The Day of the Lord is described
a. The repetition of all these similar descriptions emphasizes how bad it will be. The things they have been depending on will not be able to save them. Some of the things they place their faith in are:

· Powerful warriors (1:14)
· Fortified cities (1:16)
· Silver and Gold (1:18)

b. Human strength, human structures and human resources are all worthless for protecting one from God’s judgment. 
· They have placed their faith in the wrong things. 
· Earlier in 1:12 we saw that nobody can hide because Yahweh will personally search and when He finds them, nobody will be able to stand before him.

4. Call for Repentance 2:1-3

a. He addresses them as a nation without shame. This just shows that they had become callused to the evil in their society. Constant sinning will do that. 
b. The good news is that it's not too late to turn back to God, to seek righteousness and humility. 
· Notice the mention of humility and obeying God’s ordinances. It is not elaborated here, but this sums up one of the main messages of the Bible. 
· God wants us to seek Him to have relationship with him (vs 3a “Seek the Lord”), and that involves denial of self (vs 3b “all you humble of the earth”) which ultimately is expressed in loving one’s neighbor - the summary of the law - (3c “who have carried out His ordinances.”) 

c. If they do this, perhaps they will be preserved from God’s wrath. Zephaniah's name means "hidden" and perhaps this is a play on words to say those that turn to the Lord will be hidden from His wrath (2:3). 

d. Zephaniah uses the word “perhaps” in 2:3. 
· This does not imply uncertainty as to whether God will save anyone or whether anyone will repent. 
· The word preserves the absolute sovereignty of God. It is entirely up to God.

5. 2:4-15  Judgment on the Nations 
a. Philistia 2:4-7 Located to the West. 
· He mentions Gaza, Ashkelon, Ashdod and Ekron. 
· These were four major cities of the Philistines. 
· This is a literary or poetic way of saying that judgment is coming on all the Philistines.

b. Moab and Ammon 2:8-11 Located to the East. 
· They were as wicked as Sodom and Gomorrah and their punisment would be as bad. 
· It is ironic that two nations born as the result of a shameful incestuous relationship (Lot and his daughters) would be guilty of arrogance.

c. Ethiopia 2:12 Located to the South - and often associated with Egypt. So perhaps Egypt is to be included.

d. Assyria 2:13-15 Located to the North - soon to be destroyed.

e. These nations represent the four corners of the earth signifying that all the nations will be judged for their treatment of God's people.

f. Zephaniah stresses that this is God’s people that the nations are messing with. 
· Five times in three verses 2:8-10 he mentions their relationship to God. 
· It is bad enough to oppress any other nation, but it is especially bad to do it to God’s chosen people.

6. 3:1-7 Judgment on Jerusalem
a. The people of Jerusalem refused to listen to the good prophets who were pleading for repentance (vs 1). 
· The four groups mentioned (princes, judges, prophets and priests) have forsaken their intended function of preserving the society. 
· Instead, they are destroying the society (3:3). 
· They are no longer just, but God is just and will punish them. 

3:8-20  Restoration for the Remnant 

1. “Now and Later” Prophecy Principle
a. Zephaniah begins this section with a command to “wait.” 
· This is a request to trust God to carry out his promises. 
· “The day” (vs 8) refers to the tribulation when God will judge “all the earth.” 

b. Several of the things Zephaniah says will happen, could have been fulfilled by the Babylonians when they destroyed Judah and took them into captivity. But many of the prophecies concerning the destruction of the nations and the earth have obviously not been fulfilled. This is where it helps to understand what the prophet saw in his visions. 


Many of these prophecies will not be fulfilled until the tribulation. 
2. 3:9-10  Restoration of the Gentiles
a. The word “Peoples” refers to the Gentiles. The “purified lips” is a reference to a reversal of the curse at the tower of Babel. 
b. One of God’s major themes in the Minor Prophets is that the Gentiles would be saved and included in the kingdom of God. This shows how far off the religious leader’s of Jesus’ day were in their practice of Judaism.
3. 3:11-20  Restoration of the Jews 
a. God will also bless the Jews and bring the remnant back to Jerusalem (My holy mountain). And there will be justice and peace in the land (3:11-13). There will be no shame either. 
· This was the same thing promised in Joel 2:26-27. 
· Again, it is obvious that this has not happened.

b. There will be rejoicing in the future kingdom, for God will be reigning in their midst and the nations will praise and honor Israel as God's people (3:14-20).

c. 3:17 says God will be silent in His love. 
· The “silence” is the withholding of judgment. 
· God holds back his judgment because of His love. 
d. 3:18-20 reveals God’s great grace and the wonderful future that the coming kingdom will bring.
· We see this beginning with Jesus’ life and ministry

· We see this continuing through the church

· We will see this fulfillment in the Millennial Kingdom
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