Some Guidelines For Teenagers Wanting To Date


Scripture Reading:
1 Thessalonians 4:1-8

1 Corinthians 6:9-20

1) Christian teens should always prayerfully consider any dating relationship in light of God’s plan for their lives.

2) Christian teens should begin discerning the character qualities of those they want to date.  These qualities include:

a. Commitment to God – 2 Corinthians 6:14-18
b. Attitude toward authority – Proverbs 13:20

c. Honesty and truthfulness – Ephesians 5:11-12

d. Faithfulness – Proverbs 20:6

e. Humility and anger management – Proverbs 22:24-25

3) Christian teens should judge who they date by keeping in mind what God’s plan is for their lives rather then just what they want.

4) Christian teens should remember that their parents are concerned that their dating relationships do not distract them from Godly success in life.  This includes success:

a. Spiritually

b. Academically

c. Socially

5) Christian teens should understand where their Christian parents are coming from regarding dating

a. Christian parents want their teens to have clear guidelines for dating.  These will include:

i. Knowing when their teen should be home.

ii. Knowing where their teen is going.

iii. Knowing who their teen is going with.

iv. Knowing what their teen will be doing.

v. Knowing who will be the responsible chaperon.

b. Christian parents want their teens to develop wholesome relationships with other Christians of the opposite sex.  This happens through:

i. Developing a proper brother/sister relationship

ii. Developing sincere friendships

iii. Developing socially through Christian group activities

6) Christian parents want to save their teens from the traps of dating to early.  “Going steady” and developing romantic relationships to early in life cause several problems:
a. Neglect of other people and friends.

b. Can stunt of spiritual, emotional, and social development.

c. Loss of other needed relationships.

d. Communication barriers with others and parents.

e. Early marriage (either forced or gone into without proper preparation and maturity).

7) Christian teens are ultimately responsible before God for their lives.

a. Christian teens need to clearly understand that God’s moral standards are different from those of the unsaved when it comes to dating.
i. 1 Corinthians 6:9-20

ii. 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8

b. Christian teens need to remember that they will answer to God for the choices they make about dating.  Please fill out the “Setting Dating Standards Sheet.”
